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Decapitation. 


THE ONLY WAY TO 
END THE BATTLE, 
TO ACHIEVE ■ 
TRUE VICTORY 
OVER THE 
ACCURSED 
HELLSPAWN. 


THOSE WHO'VE BEEN TUTORED 
TO HUNT HELL'S OFFICERS- IN- 
TRAINING KNOW THIS - AND 
KNOW AS WELL THAT, LACKING 
HEAVEN’S REGULATION 
WEAPON, THIS IS THE 
RECOMMENDED METHOD . 


ONCE THE HELLSPAWN 
HAS BEEN SUFFICIENTLY 
WEAKENED OR 
DISORIENTED, A FINAL 
BLOW — CL EAN AND 
SWIFT - VOIDS THE 
CREATURE AND ITS 
LIVING SHELL FROM 
THIS LEVEL OF 
EXISTENCE. 


ITS SEVERED 
HEAD IS PROOF 
OF THAT 
FINALITY. 


THEN AND 
ONLY 
THEN WILL 
THE UNDEAD 
FINALLY 
DIE. 








FOR THE VICTOR, IT 
MEANS AN IMMEDIATE 
PROMOTION INTO 
FLIGHT LEVEL ONE. 


EVEN FOR THIS PRIZE, THOUGH, 
FEW ANGELS HAVE VENTURED 
INTO BATTLE AGAINST THE 
HELLS PAWN. IT’S VIRTUALLY A 
SUICIDAL ACT, WITH NO 
DOCUMENTED SUCCESS BY M 

any Student. 
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HER PRAISES 
SUNG FOR ALL 
ETERNITY. 




^ HOLY 
MASTER, YOU'VE 
ANSWERED MY 
PRAYERS— 
GIVEN ME 
STRENGTH t o.,^ 


FOR SHE WILL 
NOT HAVE BEEN 
FOOLED BY 
THE SPAWN'S 
TRICKERY. 


IT’S NOT 


THE DAMNED 
THING'S USING 
„ ITS MAGIC} 


NOT 

QUITE 
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/SEVER THAT DAY 
COMES TO PASS, 


F 

A NEW STAR 

WILL SHINE IN 

GODS RANKS. 
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THE CREATURE'S CLOAK HAD 
BRIEFL Y OBSCURED /TS HEAD... 
LONG ENOUGH FORA MOUND 
OF HIDDEN WORMS TO SLITHER 
FROM THE HUNDREDS OF FOLDS 
TWISTING THROUGHOUT THE 
BLOOD- RED CAPE ... 


... TAKING 
SHAPE RIGHT 
NEXT TO THE 
HELLSPAWN'S 
EXPOSED 
THROAT. 


tl SHE MIGHT NOT 
W' HAVE BEEN CAUGHT 
N. UNAWARES HAD 
' THIS YOUNG ANGEL 
A NOTICED THAT HER 
A FALLEN PREY HAD 
P BEEN WEARING A 
P i MASK BUT 
A MOMENTS EARLIER. 


TOOK 
THe #AlT, 
V\Q YOU? 


f/ J WT ^ 

f KtfOW \NM \ 
ANY OF 
l <b HAPPeNiNS- 
PUT YOU Tea 

J'M not 

. ttfXH . 

\ To 0 \ £/ / 



















r HOW 
CARg THEY 
4ENC A 

10 00 THE'R 
k KWHS'?! . 


r /A'fffMA 
THAT 

TRAITOROUS 
WHORE. 
I’LL NOT LET 
EITHER OF YOL 
MOCK OUR 
V CAUSE. > 


7HE PACKAGE 
MUST APPEAR 
WHOLE: SYMBIONT 
AND LIVERY 
WORKING AS ONE. 


AMSELA 
WA5 Y00 
6000 
fOK YoJR 
SO0- 


HELL 'S SYMBIOTIC UNIFORM 
IS ASSISTING HIS BROKEN 
BODY’S EVERY MOVE. AL 
KNOWS THERE MUST BE NO 
SIGN OF WEAKNESS. 
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A MOMENT. 
SHE'D TAKEN 
HER EYE QFF 
HIM FOR ONLY 

A MOMENT 


WHAT...? 


A MOMENT 
SHE'D TAKEN 
HER EYE OFF 
HIM FOR ONLY 

A MOMENT 


NOW, THE NIGHT 
WIND HOWLS, 

resonat/ng IN 

ALL DIRECTIONS , 
THE ROGUE ANQEL 
PREPARES FOR 
ANYTHING 


OR EVERY 
THING. 


WHAT..? 


Stfow 

YOUR 

SELF 

DEMON' 


FROM THE ONE 
DIRECTION 
SHE HADN’T 
PREPARED FOR. 


WHERE GOD S 
GRACE IS 

FORBIDDEN. 

FOREVER. 


UNDERGROUND, 

WHERE 

MADNESS 

REfGNS. 
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SHE'D BEEN TAUGHT 
THAT IN THE ABSENCE 
OF SUNL !GHT DWELLS 
EVIL, AND THAT THE 
GREATEST EVIL LIVES 
BELOW... UNDER- 
GROUND, IN ETERNAL 
SLACKNESS. 












THE ANGEL 
WARRIOR 
SEIZES THE 
OPENING - 


ALL THIS RICH 
NOURISH- 
MENT HAS 
LEFT IT SWEPT 
UP IN A 
HELL ISH 
HIGHS 


Already 
sparked by the 

NIGHT'S VISITORS, 
THE HELLS PAWN 
HAS NOW 
ABSORBED LATENT 
EVIL FLOWING 
IN THE SOIL . 


... AND 
MAKING IT 

CARELESS. 


- PRAYING 
SHE CAN 
GAIN THE 
ADVANTAGE 


- AND SOMEHOW END 
THIS UNHOLY BATTLE . 
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...FUNERAL OF LOU!S BANKS, CHIEF OF NEW 
YORK CITY'S I2TH PRECINCT. A LONE MOTOR- 
CYCLE ESCORT WAS THE TOKEN HONOR 
GUARD FOR THIS CONTROVERSIAL FIGURE. 

HIS FREQUENT CAREER SHIFTS-PRIVATE 
SECURITY OPERATOR, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
OPERATIVE, POLICE COMMANDER —SHOW A 
MAN OF RARE AMBITION. INFORMATION 
LEAKED OUST BEFORE HIS SUICIDE, HOW- 
EVER, RAISED ALLEGATIONS OF LONG- 
STANDING TIES TO ORGANIZED CRIME. 

SEVERAL DRAMATIC EVENTS HAVE BEEN TIED 
TO BANKS. AN ATTACK MONTHS AGO ON 
THE C.I.A.'S NEW YORK OFFICES IS SEEN AS 
A REVENGE ATTACK ON HIS FORMER EMPLOY- 
ERS. THE BOMBING MINUTES LATER OF A 
NEIGHBORING SECURITIES BROKERAGE WAS 
THEN INTENDED TO ASSIST HIS AGENTS IN 
THEIR ESCAPE. THE CHILD-KILLING SPREE OF 
WILLIAM KINCAID HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS 
PART OF AN EXTORTION SCHEME. 

THE N.Y. P.O.'S OFFICE OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
HAS LAUNCHED AN INVESTIGATION, QUIETING 
FOR NOW THE POINTED QUESTIONS RAISED 
BY SOME MEDIA OUTLETS. 


NOTHING SAYS 'NEW YORK' MORE THAN A 
POIGNANT DISPLAY. OF COURSE I'M TALK- 
ING A80UT FUNERALS. THE BOYS IN BLUE 
BURIED THEIR DARKEST KNIGHT YESTERDAY, 
IN THE FORM OF THE BOWERY'S CHIEF LOUIS 
BANKS. 

IN CLEVER COUNTERPOINT TO HIS SHORT- 
COMINGS WITH PROCESSES OF JUSTICE, 
BANKS' SEND-OFF WAS THE MODEL OF 
RESTRAINT. THE PROCESSION WAS LED BY A 
SOLITARY OFFICER ON A MOTORCYCLE... A 
SIGHT MORE HEART-RENDING THAN TWO COPS 
IN A SQUAD CAR COULD POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN, 
AND PROBABLY EASIER TO ASSIGN. BRINGING 
UP THE REAR WAS THE HEARSE ITSELF, CAR- 
RYING ONLY THE FUNERAL DIRECTOR, THE 
LATE CHIEF, AND HIS WIDOW. WHAT TASTE/ 

MY SOURCES TELL ME THE DECEASED WORE 
BLACK. 


HERE'S ONE FOR THE BOOKS. IN THE CAT- 
EGORY “DECEASED WILD MEN WHO DIDN'T 
KNOW HOW OR WHEN TO STOP/ COULD ANY 
NOMINEE BE MORE OF A SHOO-IN THAN OUR 
OWN CHIEF BANKS ? NOT ONLY WAS HE AT 
ONE TIME OR ANOTHER A MEMBER OF EVERY 
SECURITY OR POLICING SERVICE KNOWN TO 
MAN, BUT, IF ALL OF OFFICIALDOM IS TO BE 
BELIEVED, HE WAS AT THE SAME TIME MAS- 
TERMINDING CRIMINAL AND TRAITOROUS ACTS 
AFFECTING EVERYONE SOUTH OF WESTCHES- 
TER COUNTY! CHIEF BANKS, YOU THE MAN/ 

MY CONFIDENCE IN HIS NOMINATION IS 
BACKED UP BY THE UNANIMINITY OF THE 
FINGER -POINTING. THE WORD ON THE 
STREET AND IN THE EXECUTIVE OFFICES IS 
THAT OUR MAN BANKS SINGLE-HANDEDLY 
RAISED THE MONEY, PROCURED THE 
ORDINANCE, RECRUITED AND TRAINED HIS 
OWN PRIVATE ARMY, AND CARRIED OUT 
SEVERAL SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS WHILE IN 
THE EMPLOY OF NEW YORK'S FINEST. OF 
COURSE HE DIED CHILDLESS, WHEN WOULD 
HE HAVE FOUND THE TIME TO RAISE KIDS 
AND AN ARMY? 





OKAY. BUT 
I'M NOT 
GETTING ANY 
CLOSER TO 
LOCATING 
v SPAWN. / 


C'MON, TWITCH, SIT 
DOWN- YOU'RE 
MAKIN 1 ME ANTSY. 
SO HOW'S THE 
SEARCH COIN'? >- 



the PEOPLE 

Y I talked to said >. 

r THEY HAVEN'T SEEN HIM ^ 
FORAWHILE. HE'S JUST 

disappeared, and none 

OF THE HOMELESS FOLKS 
COULD TELL ME IF OR WHEN 
HE'LL RETURN. THE ONLY 
HOPEFUL SIGN IS THAT 
HE'S DONE THIS ONCE 
BEFORE, SO IT'S FAIR 

V TO ASSUME HE'LL J 
\ APPEAR AGAIN . S 





r AND HOW > 
LONG WILL 
THAT TAKE? 

A WEEK? A 
MONTH ? YOU 
CAN'T KEEP THIS 
CHARADE GOING 
. FOREVER. _ 


r I KNOW, \ 
SIR. BUT I 
JUST CAN'T BRING 
MYSELF TO 
v TELL HER. y 



SHE'S YOUR WIFE, 
TWITCH, YOU OWE 
HER THE TRUTH. 
AT SOME POINT 
THE MONEY'S 
GOING TO 





X"^ LOOK, I'M NOT 
TRYING TO RUN YOUR 
LIFE, BUT WE BOTH KNOW 
THAT SOONER OR LATER 
. THEY'LL FIND OUT WE , 
WERE FIRED. ^ 


X I GUESS I'M \ 
' HOPING THAT IF 
WE FIND SPAWN AND 
SORT THROUGH THE 
WHOLE CHIEF BANKS 
SUICIDE FIASCO, THEN 
THE BOARD WILL SEE 
WE WERE WRONGLY 
, DISMISSED, AND , 
-V REINSTATE US, y 


X THEN, THEY'LL 
BE WONDERING 
WHERE YOU'VE BEEN 
SPENDING ALL YOUR 
FREE TIME. YOU 
DON'T NEED THOSE 
V COMPLICATIONS.., 


/ FIRST OFF, 
SCREW THE 
BOARD AND 
THEIR JOBS. 
WE DON'T 
NEED ‘EM. I'VE 
GOT BIGGER 
A PLANS 
K FOR US. > 


Um.„ maybe n 

YOU'RE RIGHT. I 
ALWAYS VOWED 
I WOULDN'T KEEP 
ANY SECRETS 
V FROM HER. > 


^ THE SILLY > 
THING IS, SHE'D 
PROBABLY 
UNDERSTAND 
COMPLETELY- 


YOU 

JUST 

SIT 

HERE. 


I'LL 

BE RIGHT 
BACK. 
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X IT MUST ^ 
BE SOME 
MALE THING, ME 
WANTING TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE 
FAMILY, TAKE 
tCARE OF THEM., 




MY OWN 
AGENCY. 
DOING 
PRIVATE 
DETECTIVE 
WORK. 


A SO YOU \ 
GO BACK TO THE ^ 
FORCE IF YOU LIKE/ 
BUT I'M THROUGH 
IT'S JUST THAT.,. 
WELL... I THOUGHT 
IT'D BE GREAT IF 

l i had a y 

k. PARTNER, y 


y SEE, I FIGURED \ 
r THAT SOMEDAY I'D HAVE\ 

A WIFE, A FAMILY A NICE \ 

LITTLE PICKET FENCE \ 

AROUND THE HOUSE. SO I \ 

TUCKED AWAY A PIECE OF I .. 

EVERY PAYCHECK, WAITING i 

FOR THE DREAM TO COME IT'S TOO 
TRUE,., BUT IT'S NOT. LATE FOR 

Y I REALIZED THAT , THAT DREAM 
Y. A WHILE AGO. / BUT I'VE 

X. ALWAYS HAD 

X. \ ANOTHER. 

XCy \ ONE MORE 

\\ \ REALISTIC, 


SUCH 

AS? 


LOVE 

YOU, 

TOO 


YOU, 

man! 


I WEAN 

SIR. 








A SILENT SIGNAL 
GOESOUT, ALERTING 
ALL OCCUPANTS OF 
THE SHADOWED 
LANDS, r~, rvrn 


HELLSPAWN 
MOVE 
YOURSELF ! 


UNTIL THEY HAVE 
LINGERED PAST THE 
POINT OF NO RETURN 


SNARED IN A 
HIDDEN TRAP. 


SO, THE 
UNWANTED 
VISITOR 
MUST BE 
DISTRACTED., 
LULLED INTO 
A FALSE 
SENSE OF 

security:.. 


L EGEND HAS CALL ED IT 

"THE DLACKPISPERSAl 

THE DETAILS MAY DIFFER IN 
REGION, BUT THE ACT 
REMAINS FAIRLY 
CONSISTENT. 


'LIGHT' IS 
TRESPASSING 
ONCE AGAIN. 


FTT 






A\\ 


HE HASN'T 
BEGUN HIS 
REGENERA- 
TION. YET. 
















CONDENSING ITS INTERNAL 
NEURO ~ SYSTEMS FLOW, 
THE MEL i SPA WN FORCES , 
EACH PLASM STRAND TO 
GATHER ITS DARK EVIL TO 
A SINGLE POINT • / 


IT/S THEN RELEASED, 
USUALLY THROUGH 
THE CHEST, IN A 
CONVULSIVE EXPLO- 
SION THAT SHOWERS 
ITS INTENDED TARGET 
WITH THE UNSPEAK- 
ABLE AURA OF THE 
DAMNED. 


... A CONCENTRATE 
OF PURE, MALICIOUS 
ENERGY. 


NOW TAINTED, THE 
VICTIM BECOMES 
A BEACON. 
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^ DO NOT \ 
GLOAT YET, 
HELLSPAWN. 
YOUR PATHETIC 
ENERGY STREAM 
WASN'T NEARLY 
STRONG > 
N. ENOUGH . ^ 

- YOU'VE 

' 7 failed 

A ONCE 
WN AGAIN. 


FOP HER PART. 
THE ROGUE ANGEL 
IS NOW READY 
FOR HER FINAL 
STEP. 



THE " DISPERSAL "■ 

WHEN HELL 'S OFFSPRING 
PASSES OFF THE 

PHYSICAL END OF , 

BATTLE... f 


... 70 THOSE 
THAT HEED 
THE BEACON'S 
SIREN CALL... 


* 5 — 1 


SURELY YOU 
HAVEN'T 
SURRENDERED. 
SO -WHAT 
NEW TRICK 
AWAITS ME 
NOW 











... THOSE EAGER TO CAST 
OUT ANY WHO SERVE 
THE UGHTf 



ANY WHO SERVE 
THE WILL OF GOO 


IT TAKES BUT 
MINUTES FOR 
THE CLEANSING 
TO DRAW TO 
AN END- 









THE NtGHTBEASTS, 
THEIR MISSION 
FULFILLED, WANDER 
AWAY, NIGHT 
RESUMES ITS 
NATURAL BALANCE. 


TAA i<5 

insane 


( i 

WUf 

/' \ 

xkt\f£ 













OPEN UP 
A 6IT 
WIDER. 


SOUNDS 

GOOD. 


OKAY. 

THANK 

YOU, 

WANDA 


NOW 

LET'S 

CHECK 

THOSE 

EARS. 


/ WELL, I DON'T\ 
' SEE ANYTHING > 
UNUSUAL. YOU DO 
HAVE A BIT OF STREP 
THROAT AND A MINOR 
VIRAL INFECTION, BUT 
OTHERWISE YOU'RE 
STRONG AS EVER , 
I'LL WRITE YOU OUT 
A PRESCRIPTION — 
v YOU'LL CLEAR UP / 
> IN A FEW DAYS. 


I'LL 

PASS THE 
MESSAGE 
ALONG, 
DOCTOR 
BUSINO. 


r THINGS 
/4RE 
PRETTY 
HECTIC 
FOR HIM 

right 

V. NOW. 


/ SAY, HOW'S TERRY Yj 
BEEN LATELY? YOU 
KNOW THAT HUSBAND 
OF YOURS DOESN'T 
GET IN HERE FOR HIS 
REGULAR CHECK- 
UPS. HOPE HE'S NOT 
v. PUSHING HIMSELF S 
\ TOO HARD, >e 5 




"UNFORTUNATELY, 
I THINK I'VE 
PASSED MY COUGH 
ON TO HIM . " 


r ONE MORE TH ING TO 
L TRACK... A PARTICULAR 
DEFENSE DEPARTMENT 
ARMS SHIPMENT. IT'LL 
LIST THE RECIPIENT 
S NATIONS— AND TELL 
L ME BY DEFAULT WHO 
SHOULDN'T HAVE 
n THAT HARDWARE 


P I SWEAR ' 
THESE 
LATE NIGHTS 
ARE GOING 
t TO KILL ME 
k, YET. 


THEN, WITH A CROSS-CHECK ON NATO ’ 
SATELLITE DATA, I'LL FIND IF ANYONE'S 
BEING CARELESS HIDING THEIR NEW TOYS 


CROSS-CHECKING THAT AGAINST 
OUR INTERNAL TRAVEL LOGS AND , 
WHAT OUR CONTACTS AMONG J 
THE ARMS MERCHANTS HAVE S 
HEARD SHOULD POINT TO " Z 
SOMEONE AT THIS OFFICE J 1 f 
WHO'S SET UP A LITTLE ft ^ 
BUSINESS ON THE SIDE. J U3i 


AT LEAST I'M ’ 
MAKING SOME 
HEADWAY. . 


LIKE 1 
WYNN 

HE'S... 


TERRY FITZGERALD 
WILL SOON WISH 
HE'D LISTENED 
TO HIS BODY, 
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H/S ALLEYS- HE'S 
COME BACK TO 
THEM. AGAIN. 


HE CAN'T QUITE REMEMBER 
HOW LONG HE'S BEEN GONE. 
AWHILE. THAT'S ALL HE 
KNOWS. n HAS BEEN AWHILE . 


FOLLOWING HIS CAPTURE 
BY THE CURSE, AND HIS 
TRA VELS ACROSS FOUR 
STATES, HE HAS 
RETURNED HOME. 


ALL THIS 
MADNESS. THIS 
INSANITY. tT 
MUST BE SLOWED, 
HE THINKS 


IT'S TIME 
TO BE HOME, 
IN THE 
FURTHEST 
REACHES OF 
RAT CITY.' 


YOU 

CAN'T RUN 
FROM IT, 
AL. > 


A REMINDER 
OF HIS 
ABDUCTION 
GREETS HIS 
RETURN. 


STILL, 
ITS GOOD 
TO HAVE 
YOU 
BACK. J 


r IT'S PART 1 
OF YOUR 
LIFE NOW. IT 
WON’T GO 
. AWAY * 










>' , ’WizYTH irslfi 

K our of 

CONTROL- ESPECIALLY 
MY COSTUME. (T'6 
TAKEN OYff?" TAKEN 
Sw OYER . 


r Tv-ie^f- 
REAS WALLS 
THl<5 PLACf- 
If 4 AM- J 
v HAv'E- NOW 


rrrr> 


WHAT 
THE HELL 
PO YOU 

THtHK 

I'VE SEEN 
PO/N6?< 


THEN 
WRESTLE 
IT BACK, 
ASSERT 
YOUR 
, POWERS, 


r LOSING YOUR ^ 
GRIP. YOUR UNIFORM 
NEEDS YOU AS MUCH 
AS YOU NEED IT. THE 
BOND CAN'T BE 
„ BROKEN,,, ONLY 
^ REFORMED.^ 


^BUT WHY'S 

the costume 

JPOWG THIS? 


YOUR 

y symbiote is ^ 

f MORPHING, AL. 
FASTER THAN IT 
SHOULD. YOU HAVE 
TOSLOWTHE ACCELERA 

tion. harness ITS 

ENERGY. THEN FIGHT 
k TO BECOME THE 
V WARRIOR YOU A 
, \ NEED TO BE.^ 


T SOME- -* 
r THING MUST ^ 
HAVE TRAUMA- 
TIZED IT. WHAT 
HAPPENED WHEN 
„ YOU WERE 
V GONE? A 


AND YOUR 
OTHER 
BATTL ES? 


'we Were 
^eparatep 

THE CURSE 
TOOK U*? 

Y APART. . 


— 
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j... t KiaeirN 

am w<5£i~ we a, 

Mo. IT WAA TH£ 
COWiiM- t IWM'T 
^HAVe AN'l'CMOtf^ 

\r Mot THAT 
r mW TO fiOHT |T. 
Trie ANfiet HAP IT 

^oniim<5 to her. 

HEAVfW SBEMA TO 
HAVE A PIA5Y 

l attitupb about. 

\ 4PAWNA. jrf 


?/ my bopY'a 

/ ALMOST HeAtBP 

r Mow. EVeRYTHiMG 

\<7 SeATTAOHgp. 
Hope?Pi-W THg 
V tOWMe WILL 
A |.£T Me TAKE 
\XCHAR 6£ 

IT'S NOTMa Tj 
THAT iATCl h 
SIMPLE. /(S$£Ls 


THEIR 
HISTORY 
WITH GOD 
HASN'T 
BEEN VERY 
BENIGN. 


THAT'S 

OBVIOUS 


W YOUR OUTERS 
SHELL HAS I 
ADVANCED TOO 
FAR TO RELINQUISH 
CONTROL. IT CRAVES 
EVIL-- YEARNS TO BE 
IN ITS PRESENCE. 
THAT'S HOW IT . 
N FEEDS" HOW IT ^ 
■LI LIVES. 

^rWHAT YOU ^ 
r HAVE TO DO NOW 
IS TRAIN IT. BECOME 
ITS MASTER. DO 
YOU UNDERSTAND? 
NOT ITS HOST. 

V 1S MASTER.. 


YOU 
HAVE TO 
HAVE 
CONTROL 


THEN 
GOD HELP 
US ALL. 











THEN H MOVES. 

THE COSTUME.. 


Hours pass in 

SILENCE, AND AT 
LASTAL SIMMONS 
MIND ACHIEVES 
THE EQUIVAL ENT 
OF SLEEP. 


MULTIPLY. 


... CAREFUL NOT 
TO WAKE ITS 
HOST- TRYING 
TO FIND THE 
IDEAL SPOT. 


A PLACE 
WHERE 
IT CAN 
GROW. 


HIS EVIL 


i mmwJN, 



THEN THE LIVING 


5 ---— 

carapace SETTLES 


Ut 

BACK DOWN, CONTENT 

i 

TO HAVE FOUND A 
HOME FOR HIS WORMS. 





H/S C/iRRfERS. 
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^ ... IT WAS SO ~ 
CUTE. SHE EVEN 
STAYED IN HER MESS 
LONG ENOUGH FOR 
. ME TO GET THE 
^ CAMERA. ^ 


BAY RIDGE, 
BROOKLYN. 


HA-HA 


r THAT'S y 
GREAT YOU GOT 
A PICTURE OF IT. 
I'M SURE YOUR 
PARENTS WILL 
v LOVE IT/ a 


NO ONE / 
NOW GO 
SIT DOWN . 
I CAN TAKE 
CARE OP 
k THIS. 


r WELL, YOU > 
KNOW MOM. SHE'LL 
THINK SUZY IS TOO 
RAMBUNCTIOUS OR 
SOMETHING. BUT 
DAD'LL GET A BIG 
^ KICK OUT OF IT. > 


WHY? 
WHO 
IS IT? 
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T ' EVENING, ^ 
JOHNNY. MR.GRAVANO 
WANTS TO HAVE A 
LITTLE MEETING WITH 
YOU. SAYS I SHOULD 
ARRANGE IT.., WITH 
YOUR PERMISSION, 
►w OF COURSE. A 


LOOK, SOYS. THERE'S 
BEEN A MISTAKE. 

I CAN EXPLAIN 
. EVERYTHING- j 


r HE'D ^ 
LIKE TO ' 
TALK ABOUT 
YOUR CURRENT 
WORK , 
k HABITS. / 


IT'S JUST THAT ^ 
I'M BUSY RIGHT 
NOW. WITH THE NEW 
BABY AND ALL. YOU 
UNDERSTAND. A 


VERY 

DISAPPOINTED 


okay. 

BUY NOT 
HEBE. NOT 
in MONT OF 
MY WIFE AND 
KID. 


^ I DO. TOO ^ 
BAD, THOUGH, 
MR.GRAVANO WILL BE 
DISAPPOINTED. . 



j y 

Jjjfc ■ 1 

A 
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DO ME A FAVOR. TELL 
SUZY HOW MUCH I LOVE 
HER BEFORE YOU TUCK 
HER IN. ^ 


7 Uw... JUST A ~ 

SMALL PROBLEM 
AT WORK. NOTHING 
REALLY. I NEED TO... 
wk... GET BACK TO 
THE OFFICE. SETTLE 
FEW THINGS, j 


JOHN? 
WHAT 
IS IT? 
WHAT'S 
WRONG? 


OF COURSE. 
WHEN WILL 
YOU BE 
S. BACK? V 


' I'M NOT > 
SURE. BUT 
DON'T WAIT 
UP. GET A 
GOOD NIGHT'S 
„ SLEEP. a 


I’LL 

BE HOME 
LATE. 





Ok... ONE 
MORE THING 
YOU LOOK 
BEAUTIFUL 
TONIGHT. 


JOHN...? 



THAT'S A N 
LOVELY WIFE YOU 
HAVE. YOU'RE A 
t LUCKY MAN. > 



HELLO, JOHNNY. 
I'D APPRECIATE IT 
IF YOU'D SIT IN 
. THE FRONT. 


THANKS 


YEAH, 
SURE, 
MR. BREWI 








JOHNNY TORRENZO'S 
WIFE RUSHES OUTSIDE. 
SHE'S HEARD THE SOUND 
BEFORE- KNOWS ITS 
MEANING. 


A MINUTE 
PASSES. 


IT'LL BE A FULL TWENTY 
MINUTES BEFORE THE 
NEIGHBORS CALM HER 
HYSTERICS. ANOTHER 
HOUR BEFORE SHE 
STOPS CRYING . 


WHY'RE 
WE JUST 
SITTING 
HERE? 


THE POLICE WON'T 
BE GIVEN ENOUGH 
INFORMATION TO DO 
THEM ANY GOOD 


I AND THE 
fc BLOOD-SOAKED 
* SIDEWALK WILL 
I EVENTUALLY 
I FADE BUT 
I NEVER QUITE 
LOSE ITS STAIN. 


r WE'VE DONE ^ 
THAT ERRAND FOR 
VOU, MR.GRAVANO ,,, 
LEFT THE BODY RIGHT 
WHERE YOU SAID. 

. AT THE HOME. V 


PERFECT 

rrHE OTHERS IN THfc v 
NEIGHBORHOOD WILL 
GET MY SUBTLE 
MESSAGE JOHNNY 
WAS WAY TOO STUPID 
TO BE STEALING FROM 
ME ON HIS OWN. HE 
HAD HELP-AND MOST 
l OF HIS GROUP LIVES, 
^ IN THAT AREA .A 


P NOW THEY ^ 
KNOW I’M 
WATCHING..- AND 
SOMEONE 
All WAYS j 
PANICS. A 















r I WANT YOU 
TO BE THERE 
WHEN THEY DO 
JOHNNY'S NOT 
GOING TO TAKE 
THIS FALL ALL 
t BY HIMSELF. 



w IT'S A PITY, REALLY. 

X HAD SUCH HOPES FOR 
JOHNNY, STILL, WE ALL 

have our obligations. 

^ HE FORGOT HIS. 


r- 



LOOK after the proper 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR HIS 
FUNERAL- AND EXPRESS 
v MY CONDOLENCES TO 
>v^ His WIFE. ^ 



y LET HER X 
KNOW THAT SHE N 
AND THE BABY WILL 
BE WELL TAKEN 
CARE OF. I ALWAYS 
PROVIDE FOR 
^ MY 'FAMILY.' A 



W I AM ^ 
[ PHONING ON* 
BEHALF OF 
MR. BARJINO. 
HE HAS ASKED 
ME TO REMIND 
YOU THAT YOU 
WERE TO have 
RETURNED HIS 
r PROPERTY j 
C BY NOW. / 



MR. BAR TINO ~ 
DOES NOT APPRECIATE 
TARDINESS, AS I'M 
SURE YOU ARP AWARE 


YOU SEE, 

/ MR. QRAVANOJN \ 
SICILY HAVE OUR OWN 1 
CODE OF HONOR... ONE 
WHICH DOES NOT TEMPT 
THE FATES. WE EXPECT 
THE PROMPT RETURN 
OF OVERTKILL. DO 
hr NOT DISAPPOINT J 
fe US- GOODBYE. / 


A 



- 

s 






THEY'D BEEN BROUGHT 
TO THE REEKING ALLEYWAY 
FOR A PURPOSE: 


BUT FIRST, THEY MUST 
m THEIR 
NUMBERS MUST 
THRIVE IN THIS NEW 
ENVIRONMENT. THAT 
WILL TAKE TIME. 


TO GIVE HIM STRENGTH. 
TO ACT AS A CATALYST, 
INDUCING THE FREE 
FLOW OF BLACK 
ENERGY TO A/D IN HIS 
RECOVERY. 


SO, FOR 
THE MOMENT . I 
THEY ARE 
SUSCEPTIBLE 
TO THEIR 
SURROUND- 
INGS- - 


*- NOTHING MORE 
THAN FOOD TO THE 
CREATURES THEY’LL 
SOON OUTRANK- * 


- PHYSICAL NOURISH 
MEN T RATHER THAN 
POWERFUL MYSTIC 
CONDUITS ■ 


SOON, THOUGH. VERY 
SOON, IT WILL BE 
UNDERSTOOD- - THEY 
MUST BE SHOWN 
RESPECT. THEY HAVE 
A MASTER. 










OVER TWO HUNDRED MILES 
THE LIVING COSTUME HAD 
CARRIED THEM , , HIDDEN IN THE 
FOLDS OF ITS BLOOD-RED CLOAK, 
EVER CAREFUL TO CRADLE THEM 
IN A BED OF DARK RICH SOIL . 


THEY CARRY A 
RESOURCE 

ESSENTIAL TO 

ITS CONTINUED 
EXISTENCE,., 


AND THAT OF ITS 
7*F , THE LATE 
L IEUTENANT- COL ONEL 
AL SIMMONS- 


EVIL. THE WORMS HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN THE MOST 
EFFECTIVE SPONGES FOR 
IT. DWELLING UNDER- 
GROUND, HIDDEN FROM 
GOD'S LIGHT, THEY 
ABSORB THE AURA OF 
WICKEDNESS- 


THEY ARE, IN 
EFFECT, 
BOTTLED SIN. 


IN THESE GENTLE BORROWERS, 
THE DEVIL FOUND A BACK- 
DOOR INTO GOD'S CREATION. 
THEY DR A W NOURISHMENT 
FROM THE SOIL ALONE- THEY 
HAVE NO USE FOR THE SUN - - 


- so THEY HAVE 
NEVER BEEN 

tainted. 


HEY, 

LARRY 

LOOK- 


v V 

YPM - 1 1 


[ - f f 


* \ l. 

\ 
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THE MASTER OF 
THE NIGHT- 
CRAWLERS FEEDS 
CONTINUALLY 
NOW, SLOWLY 
DRAINING EACH 
WORM OF ITS 
DARK NECTAR. 


THE HELLS PAWN - WHICH 
IS TO SAY, HIS OUTER SHELL 
IS REBUILDING STRENGTH 
LOST ASA RESULT OF THEIR 
BRUTAL SEPARATION. * 


AT THE SAME TIME, 
AT THE CORE OF 
THEIR UNION, HOST 
AND SYMBIOTE 
ARE IN A STRUGGLE 
FOR SUPREMACY. 


IT'S THAT CONDITION 
WHICH INTERESTS 
ANOTHER OF THE 
ALL EY'S RESIDENTS. 






7 QUEENS . NEW 
’ YORK... THE HOME 
OF/U'S WIDOW... 


I WE'LL HAVE THE FINAL PERMITS 1 
fN HAND, ALLOWING US TO START 
BUILDING THE CHILDRENS' WFNG. I 
CAN'T BELIEVE IT- AFTER ALL THIS. 
TIME , IT'S ACTUALLY GOING TO f 
►—w, ^ HAPPEN / 


WELL, 

ACCORDING TO 
THIS, EVERY* 
THING SHOULD 
BE APPROVED 
BY NEXT 
fer WEEK, / 


W IT'LL MEAN 1 
SO MUCH TO ^ 
THE HOSPITAL** 
NOT TO MENTION 
OUR VOLUNTEERS 
I THINK A PEW 4 
PEOPLE WERE. 1 
I BEGINNING TO J 
^ DOUBT... 4 


r i'm ^ 

SORRY, 
SWEETIE. 
DADDY WON'T 
BE HOME FOR 
, A WHILE, a 


r i still a 

FEEL LIKE 
CRAP. CAN'T 
SEEM to 
SHAKE 
lTHIS FLU. a 


DR. BUSCINO 
KEEPS ASKING 
YOU TO MAKE AN 
APPOINTMENT. 


WRONG 


I KNOW, ^ 
I KNOW. 

I JUST 
HAVEN'T HAD 
THE TIME, 


TERRY?* 
WHY 
ARE YOU 
HERE? 


; 

- 
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I'LL 

TRY 

FOR 

NEXT 

WEEK 


ryrr/v, how's y , 

MY LJTTLE \ 1 

GIRL? YOU L_y 
BEING GOOD/" 

FOR YOUR ( YESH 
v. MOM? JK 


GOOD. 
NOW HOW 
’BOUT A 
HELICOPTER 
RIDE BEFORE 
I LIE DOWN. 


COPTER! 

COPTER! 


ANY MORE 
NEWS 
ON YOUR 
PERMITS? 


AFTER A FEW 
MINUTES OF 
PLAYTIME, TERRY 
RETIRES TO THE 
BEDROOM, HE'S 
BEEN HIDING 
HIS SICKNESS 
QUITE WELL. 


F EVERY- \ 
THING'S SET. THE 
CONTRACTOR 
BEGINS IN A 
COUPLE OF 
X WEEKS. > 


-^AND YOU 
STILL DON'T 
HAVE A CLUE 
WHO GAVE 
THAT BIG 
DONATION. 


NOPE . 
I GUESS 
SOME 
PEOPLE 
ARE JUST 
. SHY. 


ypj 

M 

4^ 
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A FEW NIGHTS 
LATER. 


HE FOLLOWS ORDERS 
WITH SKILL AND 
PRECISION. 


H!S NAME IS CHRIS 
PRONGER, BUT THOSE 
WHO KNOW HIM USE 
A DIFFERENT NAME ■ 


SPORTS BAR 
AND GRILL 


SEE VA 
'ROUND 
EDDIE . 


BUILT LIKE A WHALE 
AND ONE HELL OF 
A KILLER. 


HE NEVER 
LEAVES ANY 
LOOSE ENDS. 


KILLER WHALE. 
ORCA. GET IT? 


PL ENTY OF 
VICTIMS HAVE. 
THAT'S WHY HE'S 
BECOME SO 
VALUABLE TO 
VITO GRAVANO. 


HE'S LONG SINCE 
LOST TRACK OF 
THE BODY COUNT. 


HIS HIT' ON 
JOHNNY PASQUAU 
WAS JUST 
ANOTHER GIG. 


WHATEVER 
THE NUMBER , 
IT'S JUST 
BEEN CAPPED 













EARLY THE 
NEXT MORNING. 


DON'T LIE TOME, 1 [ [I--, 

YOU LITTLE PUKES I'M W J LJI ( 

getting tired of all f • 

THESE STUPID EXCUSES/^M^^= 

-^pleaseTT ^ 1 

I I SWEAR... I DON'T HAVE 

k & YOUR MONEY. N-N07 TODAY. 

GET TOMORROW. . 

you - , j-rfi 

Y ERtGGtN' LIAR! I'LL TT L UU 
I GET IT MYSELF. WHERE P, ffpfS 
^ IS IT? IN THE BACK A\ HL 
■ ROOM? ^ ^ 'll 


, tVE3* 
p STEAK 

JP lb 


i SOMETHING 
WE/RD GOING ON - 
HERE. MR. GARBONE 

Always pays his 

'PROTECTION' BILL. 

nice and quiet, like 

NEVER A PROBLEM. 


MR.GRAVANO^ 
AIN'T GOING TO 
LIKE IT IF SOME- 
ONE'S TRYING TO 
SQUEEZE INTO 
L HIS TURF. ^ 


1l .# 






-*■ WHAT ^ 
NOW? SOME 
GODDAMN , 
T DOG? „J 


> //*; 










r NOW ^ 
DISPOSE OF ^ 
THAT BOX AND 
WHEN YOU’RE 
DONE TELL VINNIE 
I'M SHORT ON 
PROTECTION. GET 
HIM TO COLLECT 
A FEW 

V RESUMES. A 


r SOMEONE'S ^ 

JUST STARTED A ^ 1 ’ 
WAR. FIND OUT V 
WHO HE WORKS FOR ■ 
BECAUSE I PLAN TO I 

. OBLITERATE 
K HIS ASS. NO ONE ^ 
/ -• — TOUCHES MY 

j BOYS AND 
LIVES TO TELL 
ABOUT IT. 


■ and iferc 
f I'M ffOf J 

TALKING ABOUT' 
TOMORROW OR 
NEXT WEEK. 

I WANT THIS 
SONOFABITCH d 
GUTTED /i 


Wl WANT Hi Ai tu 

'pEAt?/f\ 

DO YOU HEAR ME?! 1 
FIND OUT WHO HE i 
ISAND^// A 












« HOW DO 
YOU KNOW 
SHE WAS 
DEAD?" 


skeleton. 

11 WAS STREWN 
ALL OYER THE 
" PLACE. > 


r you sr/cc \ 

DON'T GET IT, 
DO YOU? YOU 
DIDN'T KILL ANY 
ANGEL. * SHE'S 
.STILL ALIVE. A 


r WHAT 

Are Ybu 
TALKING 

L . A0OUT; 


■mi eve MEi 

<HE WAS t?EAP 
THE ANIMALS 
SWEEP HER 
tWES Of 
practically 

ALL fLESH. 

SHE'S 50NE." 


" WHAT 
DO YOU 
MEAN, 
'HER 
BONES ' ? 


ANGELS Vsf 
F DON'T HAVE 
r BONES- THEY'RE LIKE * 

YOU-- MADE OF SOME \ 
KIND OF THE 1 

ONLY WAY TO VANQUISH fe. , 
ONE OF THEM IS TO KJK 
. ABSORB THEIR LIGHT, Z V\ 
L WHICH YOU 
IV DIDN'T DO. WHAT'S^ 

VV. WORSE. 

W SHE COULD BE ANY- 
/ WHERE. YOU SEE, THEY 
SHAPE-SHIFT. ANDBE- 
1 \ CAUSE OF YOUR NECRO- 
\ PLASM'S EMISSIONS, 

\ SHE CAN FIND YOU IN 
V A HEARTBEAT. A 


* LAST 
SSSJJt 

" ‘"TmA- 


MAYBE 

r SHE'S ALREADY 
HERE WAITING FOR 
YOU- AS A BUM. A 
HOOKER. A DOG. ANY- 
THING. AND YOU'D 
V NEVER KNOW IT. j 


Ok, FOR THE 
LOVE OF PETE" ^ 
LEARN, DAMMIT, YOU'RE 
A SPAWN NOW- AS MUCH 
AS YOU'D LIKE TO BE HUMAN 
AGAIN, THAT'S LONG GONE. 
PEOPLE, CREATURES, THINGS, 
HEAVEN ITSELF- THEY'RE 
. ALL GUNNING FOR YOU- 
k IF ONE FAILS, ANOTHER , 
^ PICKS UP THE SLACK. ]A 


AO 

NOW 

WHAT' 


BUT YOU KEEP 

W THINKING SMALL. ~ 

W IGNORING THE SIGNS. YOU'RE 
■ CAUGHT IN A GAME, AL, ONE 
; YOU CAN'T POSSIBLY CONTROL. 
L HEAVEN, HELL- - THEY RUN THE 
^ SHOW. US ON EARTH, 

*■ " S\ WE'RE JUST THE A 

SO MIDDLEMEN. 

WHAT'S THE 1 

. powt? J M 


******* 














y TO FIGHT ^ 
f FOR WHAT'S 
RIGHTS! THAT'S 
WHY YOU'RE HERE 
IN THE FIRST 
RACE- BECAUSE 
YOU FOUGHT TO 
RETURN TO YOUR 
WIFE. BECAUSE 
v THAT'S WHAT 
\YOU WANTED .A 


THAVS 

WHAT'S 

RIGHT 


r/ listen, 

’/ cots, EVERY TIME. ^ 
f J TRY ANP CATCH MY ) 
r BREATH, SOMETHING 
NEWS ATTACKING- PM A 
MAN, THOUGH YOU CAN 
TELL ME OTHERWISE. WELL 
THAT'S Am J HAVE LEFT, 

, ANP IF J ST OP j 

\ believing THAT, 1 J 
L\ SWEAR I'LL /i 

W crack. Cm 


/S WHAT II 

/ ABOUT tHe V 

r REST? TERRY- ' 

Violator. Angela. 

EVEN JASON WYNN- 
WHO, You saip. might 
Hot be the one who 

I ORPfREP MY J 
\ PfATH . WHAT / 
ARE THEY? /i 


THEN 

DON'T 


^ PIECES ^ 
r TO THE PUZZLE. ” 
YOU CAN'T 
DETERMINE WHAT 
TO FIGHT FOR 
UNLESS YOU HAVE 
ANSWERS, EACH 
OF THEM CAN 
k PROVIOE YOU a 
^ SOME, m 


pjs * 

il 

4in 

1 1 i 












IN THE MEANTIME, 

r FIGHT. FIGHT ALL OF \ I / y ' 
THIS. BUT REMEMBER THERE Y I i; . . 

(S A REPERCUSSION TO YOUR ' 

EVERY ACTION. YOU'VE AL- ^ 

READY SEEN HOW QUICKLY 
t EVENTS CAN SPIN OUT THAT'S >( 
|SJ OF CONTROL. WHAT HELL 

WANTS, for 

: mL- ANGRY^wIvOtfS 


^ SO FAR, ^ 
YOU'VE BEEN 
PLAYING RIGHT 
INTO THE DEVIL'S 
v HANDS. ^ 


TO SIPHON 
EVIL/ THAI'S 
WHAT YOUR 
COSTUME'S 
DOING. 


HUQ 

THEM- 


r YES, YOU N 
DO-- BUT NOT 
THIS WAY. NOT 
WHILE YOUR 
UNIFORM IS 
CALLING THE 
^ SHOTS. > 


YOU WANT 
TO BE A MAN 
THEN OPEN 
YOUR EYES 
AND LBARN. 


LIKE THESE ' 
WORMS. DO 
YOU KNOW 
WHAT THEY'RE 
l. FOR? y 



i r i 'i 

/ 1 


In 










INTERESTING"? 
IS THAT SUPPOSED 
TO BE A COMPU- 
, WENT, VINNIE? 


r YOU KNOW WHAT” 
I MEANT. IT'S JUST 
THAT I'VE NEVER HAD 
TWO AT THE SAME TIME 
YOU AND MARILYN 
. ARE SOMETHING 
► SPECIAL. 


I ABOUT 
HAD A 
HEART 

attack. 


WE'VE 
SEEN IT 
HAPPEN 


NOW ^ 

fy/fr 

WAS 

INTERESTING 


WHERE YOU 
GOING? 


GOTTA 
TAKE A 
DUMP. 


HOW 

ROMANTIC 


THAT 

SOUNDS LIKE > I DIDN'T ] 
THEPORCEUN FART 4 
IS CRACKING. .THAT LOUD. 
^ DID I? _ 


PIPES SNAP. 
8MCK And 
MORTAR 
EXPLODE. 


'v s i 

VINNIE !$ BARELY 


ABLE TO COVER 


HIS EYES BEFORE ! 

i "Y 

BEING SUCKED 


OUTWARD. 




before the dust 

SETTLES, HE HEARS tT. 
THE MONSTER. US LOW 
GROWLS. L IKE SOME 
RAGING BULL. THEN HE 
FEELS ITS BREATH ON 
THE BACK OF HIS NECK. 


HE'S NOT SURE HE 
SHOUL D LOOK UP, 
BECAUSE WHATEVER 
HORROR IT IS HOVERING 
OVER HIM DOESN'T 
SMELL EVEN REMOTELY 
HUMAN, r — 7 — — 


VINNIE BOLBANl 


BITES HIS LIPS 
SO HARD THEY 
BLEED. 


Mi 


ALMOST TO THE 

point of screaming , 

HE CATCHES HIMSELF - 
AND INSTEAD DEPOSITS 
ANOTHER 'PARCEL' IN 
THE TOILET BOWL. 







I 



L WHATEVER 
HAPPENED TO 
THE GOOD OL 
DAYS WHEN 
THE WORD 

respect 

ACTUALLY 1 
MEANT J 
SOME- f 
A THING? L 


X NO MOVING 

"w >N ON SOME' 
P ONE ELSE'S 
W TERRITORY NO 
I STEALING FROM 
f THE HAND THAT 
FEEDS YOU. RULES 
l WERE MEANT TO 
L BE FOLLOWED. 
I BUT I GUESS... 


WHAT 




VITO, 

I DfDM'T 
HAVE ft 
CHOICE. 


rtNNte! 

YOU 

TRAITOR/ 


DON'T & OTHER 
ASKING HOW I 
FOUND YOU. I HAD 
HELP FROM ONE OF 
YOUR LP/AL RATS- 


WAS A Time 
WHEN A MAN 
WOULD SOONER 

. DiE than 

I betray YolJ. 


Your 

HELP'S 

getting 









NOT QUITE, 
RICHARD. I KNEW ^ 
YOU'D RETURN SOME- 
DAY, SO I PLANNED 
AHEAD. YOUR BROTHER 
DAVID" HE'S STILL ALIVE 
AND I KNOW 
^ WHERE HE IS... ^ 


LIKE A CREATURE 
MAULING MEE £i 


~ ...AND, 

BETTER YET, HE'S ^ 
TO BE SLAUGHTERED 
IF ANYTHING OUT OF 
THE ORDINARY WERE 
TO HAPPEN TO ME. 


he's Right 

HE DIDN'T. 


SEE, THREATS 
A«D TORTURE 
CAN BE VERY 
compelling. You 
RbMEMBER THAT, 
poN'T YOU, 

, V|TO? 


HoVV YOU Go T To 

ME BY THREATENING 

MY FAMILY- YOU 
AND YolIR DAMN 

scientist^* trying 
to Build Your 
‘Perfect . 
hitman.' A 







r EVEN WHEN YOU 
WORKED FOR ME I KNEW 
YOU DIDN'T HAVE THE 

BACKBONE. ^ 


^ YOU'RE A 
' FAILURE, RICHARD/ i 
YOU COULDN'T DO 
YOUR JOB, OR PROTECT 
YOUR FAMILY.., YOU 
EVEN SCREWED UP, , 
V OUR EXPERIMENT! A 


BOSS, WHY'D YOU 
LET HIM GO? 


BECAUSE, GENTLEMEN, WE NEED 
TO PREPARE FOR HIS RETURN. 
.IN EED HIM BACK IN ONE , 

PIECE. At 


SO HE NEEDS TIME TO 
THINK. TO PLAN. BEFORE 
COMING BACK FOR VITO. 


^SICILY IS LOOKING TO ^ 
GET OVERTKfLL BACK. WELL 
WITH A PEW SMALL ADJUST 
MENTS, I'LL BE ABLE TO 
t DE L IVER A BRAND NEW J 
VERSION. 


VINN/E IS GOING 
TO HELP HIM. 


ONE DEVOID 
OF ANY 
HUMAN 
. BRAIN, 


I -SAID 


SHUT. 

UP// 


THE CREATURE KNOWN AS 
TREMOR LEAVES. NOT BECAUSE 
HE'S AFRAID, BUT BECAUSE HE 
KNOWS VITO. HOW HE WORKS. 
HE WOULD NT LIE ABOUT DAVID 
BEING STILL ALIVE. 


j:jt ... m 
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WHERE 
vo you <5er 
OF f.. 9 f 


r WANDA BLAKE. 
TERRY FITZGERALD, 
CYAN FITZGERALD 
^ JASON WYNN. 


Quiet/ 

V|TO 16 MY PROBLEM, 
I KNOW, BUT I THOUGHT 
YOU'D BE INTERESTED 
IN HEARING A FEW 
NAMES PROM ViNNIE 

here, he's a Fountain 
v of knowledge 


what were 
those names 

again, 

S ViNNieO 
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HE'D HEARD THEM ABOUT TWO 
MONTHS AGO. BUT THAT'S ALL 
THEY WERE TO HIM , NAMES. AS 
HEAD OF V/TO GRAVANO'S PERSONNEL 
DEPARTMENT, V/NN/EONLY 
ASSIGNED MEN AS NEEDED FOR 
EACH SURVEILLANCE. BEYOND 
THAT, HE WAS OUT OF THE LOOP. 




STILL, THE LIST 
WAS QUITE CONCISE 
TERRY FITZGERALD.. 
WANDA BLAKE... 
CYAN FITZGERALD... 
JASON WYNN. 


SPAWN NEEDED 
TO ‘TALK’ 

WITH BILLY. 


ENRAGED, 
TREMOR 
THEN LEFT. 


NAMES. 

THAT'S ALL HE HAD 
NO DETAILS. 

JUST NAMES. 


TREMOR HAD HOPED THEY WOULD 
BE ENOUGH WHEN VINNIE RATTLED 
THEM OFF TO SPAWN. ENOUGH TO 
ENLIST SPAWN'S HELP IN A BATTLE 
AGAINST MAFIA DON VITO GRAVANO. 


BUT THE ENIGMATIC HERO WANTED DETAILS. 
SO HE 'PURSUADED' VINNIE TO IDENTIFY THE 
THUG IN CHARGE OP THAT PARTICULAR 
SURVEILLANCE. 

THEN, HE ORDERED 
TREMOR to FIND 
THE MAN, ONE 

BILLY SCAM 81 NO. " 












/ AND THIS ONE 1^ 
DOES HAVe A l L 
yoNr ANSWERS, but 

I'M VWHiNG JbU f if 
you chOose jo ignore 
ANY OF THIS. I'LL MAKE 
\ QuRE EVERYONE 
f KMqWs where You 
\ can BE round, / 


v^ 53 listen, \ _ 
7 smartass, V 
f THE mafia HAS x 
AN ARMY of GRUNTS 
THAT'LL CIOG THESE 
alleys sc tight 
t You won't have 

a CHANCE TO 

Breath^ y\ 


/ THAT'S 
countng 

WHAT I'M < 

planning 

ON doing To 

You. ig 


So? You 

GOING TO J 
Help me 
Or WHAT? 


A CROOKED 
SMIRK CUTS 
ACROSS SPAWN'S 
DISFIG URED FACE. 


Ok, 

S t A L I'i- 






















V F'rJE. but 
He'S the lAST, 

you understand 

THEN, I WANT 
i YbUR ANSWER - . 


r first ^ 

6er out of 

MYfACg. i 
DON'T TAKF 
very Kindly 
L To THREATS ■ 


y l DiDN't J 
THINK Tuts life 
VvAs Going 
To To TURN iNfo 
Some GopPAMNFD 
ORDE/AL ■ , 


' there 
isn't time 

FOR that. 


So? 

WHAT‘0 
You PO 

WITH 

ViNNtg? 


r THFN ^ 
WE'LU 
JUST HAVE 
TO FiND 
SOME- 


FOK, HE'S ■ 

b e eh taken 

CAR E OF- — 

believe 
- Me. M 


HFLTO 

6<UY. 


f IT'S OUR 
NEW PAL 

i want you 

. TO Fo c u$ j 
. ON- hJOwJ 


PLEASE 
I- I 
DfDN'T 
DO... 


DO YOU 
KNOW WUY 
YOU'RE 
S. MFRF? > 


5oT^ 

S EXACTLY THRee > 

E#7 f SECONDS TO FATHER 

m A I your wts - or else 

r I-'M 601U6 1 0 Rif OUT 
Wjf% YOUR UYgR AND FEDP 

,T ^ ese 


‘ 1 l_t 


f-sj 


r. I-Fr 3 


1 I'M 
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i\ 

I . 1 ■ itl 

THi- *- 

V' 

1“ 














“ VINN1E GAVE ME ^ 
THE GIG A FEW MONTHS 
BACK. KEEP AN EYE ON 
THIS DUDE TERRY, AND MIS 
WIFE AND KID. SOMETHING 
ABOUT HIM BEING YOU. 
K BUT HE WASN'T. ^ 


T THINGS gotabit^ 

MESSY FOR AWHILE, 1 
THOUGHT VITO STILL 
BELIEVES THE GUY'S 
CONNECTED TO YOU 
SOMEHOW. ANOTHER , 
. TEAM STILL A 

N^FOL LOWS HIM, ^ 

\i i swear 

Jfaj p* W gA THAT'5 IT. 


I POO-0 r (T. ’ 
WHAT ABOUT 
JASON WYNN?. 


DON'T KNOW HIM 
BUT I THINK HE'S v 
THE ONE FEEDING _/) 
GRAVANO HIS INFOOV^ 


THANH 

YoU. 


Jr NOW \ 

Tell m ' 

WHAT YOU KNOW 
ABOUT THOSE , 
NAMES. 7 


OF 

COURSE 

YEAH. 

SURE. 


r CAN I j 
rCOuNj 
ON YouR 
HELP? 


fOR 

T<?N'6HT 






* ISSUES JETHOiS 

T*™,- 


CRAVING GRAVANO'S 
ANSWERS TO YET 
OTHER GUEST/ONS. 
SPAWN DECIDES. 


v> 


THAT'S 

Enough! You 

/ant any more 

FROM H'M, GET IT, 

later, r Need 
tha t Answer 
now. 


4J|> 













1 MEAN- ^ 

"SELF-MUTlMTfON?.' 
THAT'S A Bit?, 9/G 
COMMITTMENT. A 
FELLA'S GOTTA FEEL 
PRETTY LONELYTO 
CHOOSE ETERNAL 
DAMNATION. THE 1 
<2|<j GUY UPSTAIRS, 
P HE'S NOT MUCH 
INTO SOULS 
i WITH SUICIDAL > 
^TENDENCIES. J\ 


WT ... AND 
Y WHEN l ^ 
" HEARD ABOUT 1 
YOUR PAL CHIEF 
BANKS, r ABOUT 
PISSED MYSELF. 
VENTILATING his 
OWN HEAD* 

■••‘f,/ WHAT A / 


THAT'S 


r ON THE 
OTHER HAND, 
MY EX-BOSS, 
WELL ! HE'S A 

VERY J 

FORGIVIN' 

. KINDA DUDE. 


Mr HE 

MAKES 
IT TO 

MALEBOLGIA'S 
LEVEL. i 


r 'CAUSE HE ' 
DIDN'T HAVE ANY 


w An' you wanna ^ 

HEAR THE FUNNIEST 
PART? GOOD OL' BANKS 
DIDN'T EVEN LEAVE A 
M ESS ON THE WALL . 

. KNOW WHY? > 


ktt 
to 


GET IT?! „ E 

TRIED TO BLOW HTS 
BRAINS OUT BUT HE 
NEVER HAD A v 
few CHANGE,.* / 


I THfHf VC 
I'M aoNNA 
f Art* - l 


IS THERE A 
POINT TO ANY 
OF THIS? 


V WHAT'S \ 
THE MATTER , 
JASON? CAN'T 
LAUGH AT 
YOUR OWN 
SKULL- ■ 
v DUGGERY? / 


y HERE'S THE„\ 

POINT! 

SPAWN'S BACK 
IN TOWN. EVEN YOUR 
OWN MEN DON'T . 
k- KNOW IT YET. y 


y HE’S returned x 

' TO THE ALLEYWAYS. HE 
HAS TO- OR AT LEAST HIS 
SYMBIOTE DOES. IT'S NO 
ACCIDENT MALEBOLGIA 
DUMPED HIM IN THAT 
. FILTH. BUT THAT’S . 
V ANOTHER STORY. S 

— WHAT S 

. J IMPORTANT IS 
■ — 1 THAT HE'S WEAK 

V VULNERABLE. 


THAT'S 

WHERE 


COME IN 






Y HIS COSTUME ^ 
" IS MORPHING- ^ 
ALREADY. THAT 
SHOULDN'T BE 
HAPPENING,,, WH ICH 
IS GOOD FOR US. 
NOW ALL'S WE HAVE 
TO DO IS TRIGGER IT 
SOMEHOW, THEN.., 


51/ RIGHT 
JC BACK 
° TO HELL 
HE GOES' , 



ANYHOW, 

r WE NEED HIM TO X 
lOSE CONTROL SOME 
WAY- OR BETTER YET, TO 
SPILL A BUNCH OF POWER 
THAT'D REALLY POP HIS 
BUBBLE' Ok, THIS IS 
. GONNA BE j > 


SO 

WHAT'YA 

SAY? 


\ 



DO I T* ^s, 

HAVE A ] NOT 
CHOICE? } REALLY. 

V I'M JUST 

V HUMORING 

\ YOU . 


~ THEN I'M ^ 
IN. BUT LET ME 
ASK A QUESTION. 
WITH YOUR POWERS 
WHY NOT DO IT 
, ON YOUR OWN 5 



ARE YOU EVER X® 

. DBNSEf LET ME ^ 

SHARE 

SOMETHING 
WITH YOU, 
WYNN, A 

/ IN A 

sf STRAIGHT X™ V 
/ ONE-ON-ONE Yffi 
FIGHT, I'D MV 

CLEAN THE GUY‘5 
\ CLOCK. BUT rm 
\ THAT WON'T GET FOk 

k \ me what i ///m 
% \ want, /r , 











W IN7F/Z ISENCE. .SAW 

CUNNING. HE USCS A BUNCH WLk.- Jk Plo^aSflKRJ! 
O c FANCY WORDS TO SOFTEN THE 

BLOW, BUT (T BOILS DOWN TO THE SO... ^ 

SAME THINS: HE THINKS THESE YOU CAN ” POUNDING 
HUMANS' RE SMARTER THAN UNDERSTAND SPAWN INTO 
Ssjtf- HIS OWN CHILDREN.^ HOW THAT CAN DOG FOOD 

"''A GIVE A GUY A AIN'T GOING 

PLE>^^ TO cor IT, NO 


/ HAVE X 
W TO SHOW N 
' MALEBOLGIA 
THAT I CAN beat 
them with brains, 

NOT BRAWN. SCREW 
WITH THEM. TRIP -EM 
UP SOMEHOW. AN' 
MAYBE IF IT HAPPENS 
ENOUGH TIMES 
V HE'LL SEE WHO THE 
\ TRUE LEADERS > 
V ARE: A 



HELL WAS BUILT 
ON OUR SWEAT / 
AND BLOOD. WE 7 
OBSERVE TO BE 
THE OFFICERS'-. 
THE GENERALS! • 
FOR THE GREAT 
WAR, NOT THEM! 

IT MAKES ME . 
WANNA PUKE! / 


UH - ok 

HSflT IT 
COMES. 


THOSE 


tV'vLe'O OF U5 ' 

BORN in 
HELL, NOT THOSE 
SENT THERE. SEE, I'M 
GETTING SICK AND 
TIRED OF STINKING 
Y FOREIGNERS TAKING 
OUR JOBS' y 





THAT'S 

FASCINATING 


DON'T 
BE SO 
SMUG, 
WYNN, 


WWf'OU KNOW EXACTLY WHAT'LL X 
SOLVE MY PROBLEMS^ POWER. I ^ 
KNOW YOU LUST FOR IT, TOO, SO 
STOP ACTING LIKE I'M SOME WEIRDO, 
'CAUSE I LOOK AT YOUR PICTURE 
.EVERY NIGHT FOR INSPIRATION. A 




SET EVENTS \ 

” IN MOTION THAT’LL ^ 
LET'S GET TUMBLE LIKE DOMINOS- W 
SOMETHING GAINING MOMENTUM } 
STRAIGHT- UNTIL THEY FINALLY J 
CLOWN. ^ HIT OUR TARGET, A - - 
^ SPAWN. ^ — v, 

— -r MY \ 

/ BIGGEST > 
/ PROBLEM HASN'T 
/ SEEN BELIEVING 

~y 3 5 i f ?TT f Y OU HAVE THE 

CAPABILITIES, BUT 
l KNOW'ING WHEN 

\ TO ACTUALLY 

A TAKE YOU 

m e seriously y 


BELIEVE V 

ME, JASON, \ 

I'M SERIOUS, 

DEADLY K THOUGH I'VE \ 
SERIOUS. ^ ENJOYED MY 
• y FREELANCE TIME, 

HELL'S WHERE I 

77 - ; ■ ' yn BELONG TOO- NEAR 
, . U 4 THE REAL ACTION * 

' I ARMAGEDDON. THE 
■ APOCALYPSE. CALL 
ft IT WHAT YOU WILL. 
ftZ^ft. I PLAN ON BEING 
ftj ^ ON THE WINNING, 


^ ENDING ^ 
GOD’S REIGN 1 

fOFEy'ER.i 


yy it might take ^ 
f A MILLENNIUM OR 
TWO TO DO IT. 
C 0 O 0 , IN THE MEAN 
TIME, WHY NOT 
HAVE A BIT OF FUN., 
INSTEAD OF BEING 

^ Atightasslike 

;K Y&tJ, WYNN / 


STARTING 

WITH 

BUCKWHEAT, 

HERE. 


\ V\ ( GO 
V ' \ t AHEAD 


MAY 1 SAY 
SOMETHING? 


FIRST TIME ^ 
IN A UMO, „ 
DR, GALACKAWITZ? 


r NOT ONE 
THIS SMALL . 
NOW SHUT UP 
. And drive. . 






\ r 

/ _y. \'‘Zz 



f * Jr ZL X JU 1 

-LiX-ZJLf cd 



7 ZL iX 

f ^ y ' i/ 1 fj / 







HE SURVEYS WE 
INVENTORY /NTENTL Y. 


HERE, IN THE DEEPEST 
RECESSES OF NEW 
YORK CITY'S FILTH- 
LADEN ALLEYS, EXISTS 
AN AREA EVEN THE 
HOMELESS RARELY 
TREAD. 


HP's 

REGRESSING 
BUILDING A 
BARRICADE. 




"RA T CITY " IS WHAT 
THEY CALL IT, NO 
ONE WANTS TO BE 
CAUGHT HERE, 

Mi 



FUNNY, 

” I THOUGHT *** 
THIS MIGHT FINALLY 
BE THE ONE. GUESS 
► I'M LOSING MY „ 
SENSE OF 

.PERSPECTIVE TW 
A THESE DAYS. 


C TRYING TO *4 • ■ 

1 SHUT HIMSELF 
AWAY FROM THE WLi 'j 
WORLD - -THEY IGHT\ 

MAYBE AL'S ■ ^ ’ 

COSTUME HAS IF SO, 

TAKEN OVER „ THERE'S 
s FOR GOOD. T LITTLE 

v — i-O’ hope. 


DAMN YOU , 
MALEBOLGIA 


1 HOW MANY *■ 
CHILDREN DO < 
YOU NEED FOR 
YOUR ACCURSED 
^ WAR ? 



V:Ml 

■fyj*' 

1 

1 l 

W 


V / T' ■» \ 

p/ — v- — \“ 

» * ™\ AS 




gif 


















THE GROUNDS 
r HAVE BEEN SECURE ™ 
FOR THE PAST FEW DAYS, 
BUT EVERYONE HAS ORDERS 
TO LET TREMOR SLIP THROUGH 
I WANT HIM TO FEEL A FALSE 
SENSE OF ACCOMPLISH- 
MENT BEFORE I PULL THE . 
^ NOOSE TJGHTAROUNDvF 
> _ HiS NECK. 


THAT WON'T BE V 
NECESSARY. I 1 
HAVE OTHER 1 
PLANS. YOU SEE, 
THE CARTEL BACK 
IN SICILY IS 
LOOKING FOR THE 
RETURN OF 
OVERTKJLL. SINCE 
WE'VE BEEN I 

UNABLE TO / 

LOCATE THEIR £ 
MACHINE, I J 
NEED TO BUY /J i 
.SOME TIME.X , 


r SO, HE DOESN'T ^ 
KNOW IT YET, BUT 
TREMOR'S ABOUT TO 
COMPLETE THE EXPERI- 
MENT WE STARTED ON 
k. HIM YEARS AGO,* > 


HOW DO 
YOU KNOW 
HE'LL 
RETURN ? 


YUv 


* ISSUE 


BELIEVE ME,.. 

I KNOW HIS KIND. 
THEY'RE SO DAMNED 
PREDICTABLE. 


THE ENTIRE 
PI Af'F IS 

COVERED. ILL KNOW 
THE SECOND HE 
ARRIVES. 




NOT EVERY 
OPTION 
HAS BEEN 
COVERED. 







you TEiL NaJ 
me Where ycWe z*. 
hidden my brother^} 
I want we CiTy the * 
Co oh try. EvEryThinS: 


and if — , 
You'Re ThWKiHg 
AB ouT Screwing 

WITH ME, EVEN A 

Little i Stop 

AND consider 


You Tt>o^ 

MY FAMILY H 
From Me. I’lL 

DO TVIH SAMg 
FOR Y°O.A 


^ see, X 
I KNOW ^ 
Where Your 


L'ves 


7 TOUCH 
■ 7 HER, 
a l YOU'RE 

5A\ DEAD* 



i|! 

r~ 

1 

hO «* J 

i 

L 1 

i 


|£> 




■» 


m 




* \ 





1 



i 













7 THEN 
TeLl Me 
where 
DAViD 15 s 


MR.GRAVflNO' 
YOU ALRIGHT? 


r BUT he came n 

HERE, CARRYING 
OH LIKE I SAID HE 
WOULD-- MAKING A 
MOCKERY OF 
.YOUR BROTHER'S y 

memory. 



is it 

REALLY, 

You?/ 


0 A •//* ' ■ 

,\i f // - . , 


I'M JUST GLAD WJUI 
THEY LET ME BE/' ^ 
INVOLVED TO . 7 NOW 
__ Jl WHAT?! 


Time freezes 

FOR TREMOR. 
WHAT HE SEES 
CANNOT BE. 


LISTEN, YOU \j 
FREAK. IF YOU'RE ” 
TO TRY AND PLAY 
LIKE YOU'RE MY 
BROTHER -FORGET 
IT! IT WON'T > 
WORK / ^ 


SEE, WE'VE BEEN 
EX PECTING THIS FOR 
QUITE SOME TIME... 
EVER SINCE YOUR 
ESCAPE OVERSEAS. 












W IT'S - MY 
I lithe 

Sk^U^PR'S^ 


BACK-UPS? 

IS THAT WHAT 
YOU'VE BROUGHT- 
YOUR OWN 
^ ARMY? ^ 


T PERFECT' \ 
IT SEEMS 1 
I'LL BE BAGGING 
TWO IN ONE 
NIGHT. ISN'T 
THAT RIGHT, A 
k DAVID? A 


No. 

JUST 

ONE 

MORE 


David, please, V 
i Thought You N 
Were dead, after 
they killed anna- 

MARIE AND THE 
BABY THEY VViPeP 
oyT THE REST OF J 
, THH FAMiLY. JTi 



MY BROTHER'S DEAD 
BECAUSE OF YOU. I 
SAW HIS BODY.., i 
k OR WHAT YOU A 
LEFT OF IT. s#* 


r ... THE MAFIA ^ 
RESCUED MB... GAVE 
ME A CHANCE TO BIDE 
MY TIME WHILE I 
WAITED FOR MY 
^ REVENGE / 


THE WAIT 
IS OVER . 
SAY YOUR 
PRAYERS . 


AND I 
DIDN'T 
ESCAPE. 













Outside 


DaViD- ^ 
please. 

it's ME, 

WCt-lA**D 


BLAMl 


THINKING THEY'VE 
CORNERED THEIR 
GHOST, TWIST'S 
MEN CONVERGE 
IN THE PALE 
moonlight. 


if I 


y 4 m 














TONIGHT, THEY'LL 
BE TAUGHT THE 
FIRST LESSON OF 
THE HELLSPAWN- 


YQO CAN'T 
KILL WHAT IS 
ALREADY DEAD 







r \ >. 

VVCUIPN'T 
SAY THAT. fJOW 
ppop THE . 
t 6UH- < 


OR WHAT? YOU'LL 
KILL ME 700? VITO 
MAS EXPLAINED 
EVERYTHING- > 

rUNFORTUNATRY s 
I DON’T GET TO 
KILL YOU. YOU'RE 
L TAKING OVERT KILL'S 
X PLACE. . > 


DAVlD. 

DON'T DO 
W THIS- 


WHO THE 
CHRIST „ 
ARE YOU? 


\\ i:S^ ,i7j 

JH':; 


's AND THE ^5 
SHOOTING OUT- 
SIDE? IT'S STOPPED. 
WHATEVER HELP 
YOU WERE LOOKING 

for has JUST BEEN 

K GREASED. \A 


r T4AIP. 

wop m 

v 6Utf.^ 








OKAY' 

OKAY/ 


r YOU'RE MAKIN(?> 
A BIG MISTAKE, 
HERO, BUSTIN' IN 
HERE LIKE THIS- YOU 
JUSTTOtDME 
. YOU'VE GOT A 
V DEATH WISH! A 


/ Co US 0oTM ^ 
A fAYop. \MT°, 
AND ‘JNUT up J'M 
MAKiKC THE mif*) 
NOW. THE f iRST IS, 
1 DON'T tiKE 
feoftE TfiYiN<S 
TO KU-L MY 
V ASSOCIATES-. J 


... OR 1 
HOUND tN<5 
INNOCENT 
feopi-e. 


A fVf ALREADY \V 

WAfneo you once, \ v? 

N(fo, * OPVIOU^IY, \ ! l 
WON'T MAKE MYSEi-P J h" 
CLEAR 

WHEN T SAip' s 
7 / LEAVE ME ATONE. 
r- — 1 I THAT INCLUDED 
ga-L\ \ THOSE AROUNP 

ME. < 


I DON'T 
KNOW 
WHAT 
YOU'RE- 


Tissue a4 -t. 


" YOU 
DON'T 
SCARE ME 
FREAK . 


THEN YOU 'PE 
A STUpiOMAN 
SRAVANO. J 


PEE, T 

KNOW THfN6S. 
T>TiN6S YOU DON'T 
WANT YOUR SICILIAN 

cousinsto ever 
v find out. V 



rl 


E^i" 

. 

% ’ 



ru J 

iU 





,_ \ jF»V ■■ 

It tAl \v ¥ / / 

a# > A 








f HERE'S 
A Coff of 

THE PRO Of 60 
AHEAP- TAKE 
It! CMON, 
TOUCH CUV. 
t its YoUPS- 


fiNf- 
HAVE it 
YoUR 
VVAY- 


V NOW. LET'S \ 

PlSEUSS ANOTHER ’ 

uTftE matter. 

JASON WYNN. HOW 
APE VOJ CONNECTEP 
to Him? HE HASN'T 
M APE YOU ONE OF 
l HiS GUINEA RlGS > 
X TOO, HAS HE !j£j 


VtTO STANDS 
FROZEN. 


YOU'RE 

NOT 

LISTENING 

A6A1N! j 




SPAWN..?' 


r THEN 

t GUESS VK'f 
ITL HAVE \pB 
TO SEAT IT |<-N, 
OUT OF T'OUR ISN'T 
SoYHERE. THAT 
H R^SHT 


SENSING SPAWN'S 
ANGER, 7 HE 
COSTUME REACTS. 
THE BONES SNAP 
EASILY. 


om, 

cm?- 

YoUR 

.TURN; 


LIKE 
HE SAID 
GO TO 
HELL. 


■ ■''/ ? VlJl \M. \|_ I W l 

,vr 

TVv^ll^ 

Tjrl 

PI 

\ Y/ 




1 ‘ 1 


■ ^ 

* 

p* 

iff 

M t 

* 

■ 

■ 

■ 












f 4 /MP 1 'P 
Hflf PZ0KC1 
VOLl f ROM 
Vlfo AHP 
„ Ht4 M£H- A 


y WHftJ i v 
' Agf $OM60^E 
9f ANPiHG OVER A 
eioopveopv if "5 

pRgTtV £A4Y TO 
PEteRMiHE WHO 
THfc 0AD SHf I'? ■ 
40 J'M KggfiHG 
V MYfHPOf tH£ 
/ ®A(S6 AiHvX 


t THATS MV 

BROTHER , OAM M 
You! you SA'D 
Yo^’D HELP ME 

piHD 


f if Y0UV& \ 
60 T A 

fRO0l£M WiTH 
MV M 6 TH 0 PS, 
THgNlWTA'jK 
f OR Hfl? HfAf A 
V t(Mf- / 


He'u uve if 

Hf (?fT6 HfgP , 
400H- f OHlV 
ORifPLfP 
t one Lf6- 









f tremor, 

6RA0 YOUR 
BROTHER AND 

ter? (Set out of 

here. twepofjg 

fNOUGM PAMASE 
FOR ONE 
V NiBHT. > 


HE'S ^ 
Y ONE OF US, 1 
r ALWAYS HAS 1 
BEEN, ALWAYS 
WILL. PEOPLE 
LIKE HIM DON'T 
CHANGE. KILLING'S 
IN HIS BLOOD - 
L THAT'S WHY I'VE | 
k KEPT HIM 
;jk AROUND. Jf 




r WHAT.., ^ 
DO YOU 
THINK YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
REHABILITATE 
k HIM? j 


f No. ^ 
VVE DON'T 
HAVE TiMe- 
NOT if YOU 
WANT TO 
HELP YOUR 
. BROTHER. 


r WHERE ARE YOU ^ 
GOING? YOU CAN'T 
JUST WALK OUT ON ME* 
I'VE GOTAPRIGGIN' 
ARMY OUTSIDE' YOU'LL 
BE DEAD BEFORE YOU 
GET JEN FEET f 
NO ONE SCREWS , 
^ WITH VITO A 
SRAVANO/ 


CHRIST. 


r SAUe 1 
YOURBREAYHi 
FAT BOY, NO 
ONE CAN HEAR 
YOU. 60 
LOOK. > 


1 II 

1> 1 


m 













il ...<?orJ'T eet too 
coMPOPrAej-t. m- 0s 
0ACK. fZCAl- SOON- 


PPOM 0PIH6 
1WOIJ6H. " 
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WE'VE PUT THE 
PROPER DOCUMENTS a 
TOGETHER, ALONG WITH 
DENIABLY SUBSTANCIATED 
EVIDENCE, EVERYTHING TfES 
INTO A COHESIVE PRESENTA- 
TION THAT SHOULD CON- 
VINCE THE RECIPIENTS 
^ THAT IT'S ALL 

„ FACTUAL, i Wl 


EXCELLENT 


AND OUR ^ 
OTHER 
INTERESTS...? 




AT EIGH TEEN FEET, THE OFFICE 
CEILINGS ARE /IMPRESSIVE, GIVING 
THE ROOM AN IMMENSE DEPTH. THE 
WALL PANELS ARE IMPORTED CHERRY- 
WOOD; BEHIND THEM , BANKS OF 
RETRIEVAL , SURVEILLANCE AND 
SECURITY SYSTEMS. FEATURED IN 
THE DECOR ARE STATUARY AND 
FURNITURE OF A PATRICIAN, VAGUELY 
CONDESCENDING STYLE, LAID 
UPON LUSH ORIENTAL CARPETING. 

VERY FEW OFFICES CAN MATCH IT. 
BEING A CLOSE CONFIDANT TO THE 
PRESIDENT AND OTHER WORLD 
LEADERS DOES CARRY FRINGE BEN- 
EFITS. UNLIKE OTHER GOVERNMENTAL 
OFFICES BUILT TO THE SAME SPECIFI- 
CATIONS, THIS ONE BELIES ITS PURPOSE. 
RATHER THAN GIVING A SENSE OF 
HIGH PRESENCE AND ELEGANCE, 

THE LIGHTING HAS BEEN MODIFIED f 
TO ILLUMINATE ONLY THE NECESSf-§ 
TIES. DEPENDING ON THE TIME OF W 
DAY, IT APPEARS ALMOST AS A 
CANDLE-LIT FUNERAL PARLOR... OR 
AT NIGHT, A BLACK HOLE. 

C.I.A. SECURITY HEAD JASON 
WYNN LIKES IT THAT WAY. 


— ■ r 


WE PLAN ON 
MAKING THE 
DROP LATER 
TODAY. 


THE GUATEMALAN 
EMBASSY IS PREPARED 
TO HONOR YOUR REQUESTS. 

GENERAL HORTAS AND HIS 
STAFF ARE IN LINE WITH 
YOUR POSITION TO DEFY THE 
DEPOSED, TERRORIST LEADER. 

ADDITIONALLY IN LIGHT OF 
THEIR PAST ENCOUNTERS 
WITH HIM, THE GENERAL 
HAS MADE READY EXTRA lw so , 

AIR SUPPORT FOR «. 

YOUR AGENTS SEVERAL OUTPOS i S OF 

TUUK AfatN Ji. _ The rAd(cal "people FOP A 

NEW MONARCHY" HAVE 
BEEN... 


THE L A UNDRY L 1ST 
OF RECENT U.S. 

IN TELUGENCE ACTIVI- 
TIES CONTINUES FOR 
ANOTHER HOUR. 






^ Urn... SORRY ABOUT ^ 
THAT, TWITCH. I SHOULD 
HAVE WARNED YOU. SOME 
OF THE SUPPLIES CAME IN 
EARLY YESTERDAY AND I 
DIDN'T WANT THEM 
^ JUST LYING AROUND ■ 


Hey! 

WATCH 

WHERE 

YOU'RE 

GOING/ 


SO I JUST 
STUFFED 
EVERYTHING 
IN THERE. 


WE'RE BUSY 
ENOUGH TO 

Afford one 


' explain ^ 

TO ME AGAIN, 
SIR, WHY YOU 
HAD TO DECIDE 
ON THIS SPACE 
t SO QUICKLY? 


"I DON'T WAnt 
THEM TO KNOW 
WHAT DIRECTION 
YOU'RE COMING 
FROM. " 


■-W 


Ten hours 

LATER, ON 
MANHATTAN'S 
LOWER EAST 
SIDE... 


■ * 


SO 'V>Y' IN THE MEANTIME, 
ANYWAYS, ^ I THOUGHT WE COULD 
THIS IS WHERE JUST PUT A DESK AND A FEW 
OUR SECRETARY FILE CABINETS OUT HERE 
WILL SIT, ONCE AND TELL OUR CLIENTS 

SHE’S ON AN EXTENDED 

LUNCH BREAK. 




THE 

REALTOR 
SAID SHE 
HAD OTHER 
BITES. IT WAS 
GOING TO GO 
FAST! 











X that window ^ 

f WAS BROKEN THE 
FIRST TIME I SAW 
THIS PLACE- BUTT 
TOLD THE LANDLORD IF 
HE DIDN'T TAKE CARE 
OF THAT, THERE WAS 
NO WAY I WAS 
GOING TO SIGN 
V THE FIVE-YEAR A 
Ok LEASE . jM 


WHAT 
IS IT, 

SIR?/ 


THEY 


YEAH. ISN’T y 
IT GREAT? AND 
v I HAVEN'T 
\ SHOWN YOU 
>1 THE 3557 
' I PART... A 


r AND THOSE N 
HUGE CIGARETTE 
BILLBOARDS 
BLOCKING 80% 
OF OUR VIEW— 
THOSE ARE QUITE 
SPECIAL, TOO .a 


r VERY 

IMPRESSIVE 
WATER 
TOWERS, 
k SIR. . 


...TAKE A 
GANDER 
AT THIS/ 


/ I GOT > 

THEM TO 
THROW IN 
THIS CORNER 
SPACE FOR 
ONLY 20% 
MORE THAN 
THEOTHER 
L UNITS, / 


’Of' IT JUST A 
TAKES MY 
BREATH AWAY 
EVERY TIME I 
t LOOKOUT. 


SO? 

WHADDAYA 

THINK? 


r I WAS AMAZED ^ 
WHEN YOU SAID YOU 
FOUND A QUIET SPOT 
FOR US. SEEING AS WO 
ONE ELSE IS RENTING 
ON THIS FLOOR, I’LL 
CREDIT OUR GOOD 
FORTUNE TO YOUR 
UNIQUE J 

V standards. / . 


r SHREWD. 1 
VERY 5HREWD 
NEGOTIATING, 
I MUST SAY. 


THANKS, 
TWITCH. I 
APPRECIATE 
t THAT. 



W . '1 


Hr ' 






• 

1 

r i 
)\ 




In*- . , 


■fr 

1 i 


1 ' 

1 — 

I ' C- 


I' -■ 

* 1 











THE LULL OF THE 
MOMENT ENDS ABRUPTLY, 
BOTH DETECTIVES TURN 
INSTINCTIVELY, ALERTED 
BY A HUSHED SCRATCHING. 


THEY 

TARGET 

SWEEP 

THE 

ENTIRE 

LEVEL . 


NOTHING/ 


CRIPES-' 
WHO 
THE HELL 
KNEW 
WE'D BE 
HERE? 


^ YOU ' 
SAID 
THERE 
WASN’T 
ANYONE 
ON THIS 
FLOOR. 


THERE 

ISN'T. 


^VULdiLL 




r THEN 
YOU COVER 
ME. I’M 
CHECKING 
. THIS OUT. 


w BUT IT APPEARS ^ 
r SOMEBODY HAS A ~ 
GRUDGE AGAINST THE 
MEN IN CHIEF BANKS' 
CIRCLE OF FRIENDS WHO 
WE TRIED TO EXPOSE.* 
EVERY ONE WHO WAS 
V CLEARED OF INVOLVE J 
. MENT IS HERE.^ 


I DON’T 
HAVE 
THAT 

Answer, 

sir. 


WITH NEW 
INFORMATION 
ON THEIR 

criminal 

ACTIVITIES, a 


' SO 
WE'VE GOT 
A RAT 
IN OUR 
, MIDST. , 


APPEARS Y 
SO BUT ' 
A FEW NEW 
PIECES 
HAVE ALSO 
BEEN / 
ADDED. J 
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we DON'T 
NEED THAT. 
NOT HIM 
OK HIS 

troubles; 


✓ give it X 

A REST, JODY A 
ARE YOU 
STUPID, MAN?! 

you >w/'r 

GONNA STOP 
SPAWN. SO GET 

OFF IT. THE 
DUDE'S SOME 

t KINDA a 
k FREAK. A 


r ...THEN Y, 
I'D BE 

Able to GO 

WHERE HE 
WASN'T J 


YEAH 
I HEARD 
THAT, 
k. TOO. 


r THINKS 
HE CAN KEEP 
COMING AND 
GOING LIKE 
HE'S SOME 
BIG SHOT f 


r you've X 

SEEN WHAT 1 
HE CAN DO. MY 
CONCERN AIN'T 
ABOUT HIM 
BEING INCUR 
ALLEYS. I JUST 
WISH HE'D STOP 
ROAMING 
w SO MUCH -J 


r hey ' 

WHAT DO 
YOU KNOW 
ABOUT YOUR 

so-called 

k PAl? , 


NOTHING - 
I-- I DIDN’T 
EVEN 

KNOW HE'D 
RETURNED. 


W WHY DON'T ^ 
^<3 YOU AND 
^YOU MEAN^ BOOTSY SMELL 
TO TELL ME THE COFFEE 
HE HASN'T HE DON'T GIVE 
SAID NOTHIN' A CRAP 
TO YOU? WHAT ABOUT 
KINDA FRIEND /K YOU. A 
k. IS THAT? 









r SEE, WHERE t 
I COME FROM, 
THERE'S NO SUCH 
THING AS A PART- 
TIME PAL. YOU LET 
PEOPLE YOU LIKE 
KNOW YOU'RE 
k IN TOWN. J 


/ EXCEPT ^ 
r YOU'RE OVER- T 

LOOKING SOMETHING 
FELLAS, AL ISN'T LIKE 
THE REST OF US. SO 
HE DON'T HAVE TO ACT 
OR DO ANYTHING 
L THAT MAKES j 

SENSE TO US, A. 


A RIGHT, ^ 
BOOTSY! AL'S 
EARNED WHATEVER 
LIFESTYLE HE 
WANTS, IT SEEMS 
A FEW OF US HAVE 
FORGOTTEN WHAT 
WE WERE LIKE 
WHEN WE FIRST 
k ARRIVED, A 


' TO BOBBY 
AND BOOTSY! 

WHIPPING 
BOYS TO AL, 

THE KING OF 
► BL OOD. * 


V OH, ^ 
r PLEASE 7 
CAN THE 
SARCASM, 
BOBBY. YOU 
WHAT TO 
BE SUCKED 
INTO HIS 
CHARADE... 

. GOD BLESS 
\ YOU! A 


I'LL 

DRINK 

TO 

THAT... 


HERE! 

HERE! 









RAT 

CITY. 


THE 

ALLEY'S 
DEEPEST 
REACHES . 


IT GOES 
ESSEN- 
TIALLY 

UNNO- 
TICED, THE 
POUNDING, 


LOST AMONGST 
THE COUNTLESS 
OTHER SOUNDS. 


THOSE WHO DC 
ACKNOWLEDGE 
IT ARE AWARE 
OF WHERE IT 
COMES FROM: 
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A PLACE EVEN 
THE HARD-CASE 
SOCIOPATHS 
FEAR, 


A PLACE 
WHERE DARK 
SOULS ATTEMPT 
TO VANISH. 









NONE ENTIRELY 
SUCCESSFULLY, 


y WHY ARE 
/ YOU DOING 1 
THIS TO YOURSELF? 
CONTINUING TO PLAY 
INTO THE DEVIL'S 
HANDS, OR MAYBE 
IT'S NOT YOU, MAYBE 
THE COSTUME HAS 
FINALLY TAKEN 
\ TOTAL a 

CONTROL. >#1 


^ YHe ^ 
C 04TUt^C 
MAE t 4 OTHfN6 
To t 7o WITH 
V TH>4. J 


OH, 

REALLY? 


. TRYING N 
TO ISOLATE 
YOURSELF 
FROM OTHERS 
HIDE FROM 
LIFE'S 

V REALITIES.. 


r TfeAHr A 
THAT'S IT. 

WT NOW YOU 
KNOW WNf Rg T>1 
At. to j 

TVerA'uep- > 


SO YOU'RE 
PURPOSELY 
BUILDING THIS 
PRISON ON 
l. YOUR OWN. a 


S' YOU 

DON'T 
KNOW THE 
HALF OF 
V IT, ^ 


V 1 


[ m 

li;.' 

V Vj 









Me Ae out 
v it H , 


'OTHER W'$E< 
(SET THE HELL 
OUT Of 
v HERE ■ > 


/J'M 6PH1N&V 
r SiCX ANP " 
TiREP Of YoU. 

popping up 

WHENEVER You 
fEEE 01 <P if.., 
PREA^iHG YoUR 
OOPPAMN 
AMYSTERiES.. *i 


0f£AO4E ^>0 

^ I'M TOO EASY A > 

TARGET- 1 REMOR. OVERT' 
(OIL. THE CURSE, EVERYONE 
S£EM5 TO KNOW WHERE TO 

. YtHO ME. WEtU. NOT V 

any Mope l wt 


' YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING 
To ME, THEN 

. W It rr . 


r YES YOU 1 
DO. YOU'RE 
THE ONLY one 
WHO WON'T 
ACCEPT j 
s, THAT, y. 


PROM 
NOW ON 
J. PoN’T 
EXIST* 



Wh-WKt 1 
AGE YOU 1 

§//( 

’DOING 

THIS? J 











I 



QUEENS. 
THE NEX T 
EVENING,, 


L NOPE, THAT ALL- 
CONSUMING TASK 
WASN'T ENOUGH, 1 
NEEDED MORE, AND 
SARAH EVEN TRIED 
TO TALK ME OUT , 
X OF IT— TWICE. J 


BUT NOOOl ^ 
I'M NOT CONTENT TO^ 
JUST MAKE SURE ALL J 
PAPERWORK FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
T HOSPITALS NEW 
{ CHILDREN'S WING 1 
|%L GETS DONE, 


1 SHOULD 
HAVE LIS- 
TENED TO 
-j HER, 


WHAT WAS I ^ 
THINKING? TELLING 
THEM I'D HELP 
REORGANIZE THE 
BOOKS FOR THE 
AUDITORS. a 


^ ALL THIS ^ 
FINANCIAL STUFF 
IS STARTING TO 
LOOK THE SAME, 
MAYBE I SHOULD 
, CALL,,, 


I SWEAR 


KNOW 
HOW 
TERRY 
DOES IT 


THAT'S 

fT. 

I GIVE 
UP! 


^ REQUISITIONS, M 
LOAN COLATERALIZA- 
TION, BACKGROUND 
CHECKS, AT LEAST HIS 
| ARE FOR SECURITY 
f REASONS, OURS t 
L ARE FOR CHARITY J 
^ DONATIONS,,,! ■ 









IF ALL GOES WELL, HE'LL NOW 
HAVE ACCESS TO FILES THAT 
HAVE BEEN RE-ROUTED AND 
ENCODED TO NESTLE QUIETLY 
IN OBSCURE SUB-DIRECTORIES. 


C.J.A. HEAD- 
QUARTERS, 
MANHATTAN 


A LOOP HAD BEEN SET 
UP TO DIVERT ANY 
INQUIRIES INTO ANOTHER. 
SIMILAR, L OCATION . 


AGENT TERRY 
FITZGERALD 

WAITS FOR HIS 
GLOBAL SEARCH 
TO LOCATE THE 
REQUESTED 
DATA. 


TERR Y'S HOPING THA T 
HIS ENDLESS OVER TIME 
HOURS WILL FINAL L Y 
BEAR FRUIT. 


NOW I JUST 
HAVE TO FIND A 
WAY TO NAIL HIS 
ASS TO THE WALL 
BUT WITH THE... 


I IT IS WYNN! I 
KNEW IT! THE 
INCONSISTENCIES 
IN A FEW ARMA- 
MENT SHIPMENTS 
LEAD BACK HERE 
_ ...TO HIM. _ 


*■ WHAT'S 
HAPPENING? 


C'MON, BABY. 
DON'T CRASH 
ON ME NOW. 


r PERFECT! X 
WAS BEGINNING 
TO THINK I'D 
1 NEVER SORT 
THROUGH HIS 
r DEFENSES. _ 


HE RUBS HIS 
EYES REPEAT- 
EDLY. AFTER 
A MINUTE 
THE BLURRING 
CLEARS UP. 


FOR WEEKS NOW, 
TERRY HAS BEEN 
IGNORING HIS BOD Y'S 
SIGNS THAT SOME- 
THING MAY BE 
WRONG. HE'S BEEN 
ABLE TO RATIONALIZE 
ALL OF IT AWAY. 


'EVEN NOW HE TELLS HIM- 
SELF THAT THE COMPUTER 
MONITOR IS PUTTING A STRAIN 
ON HIS EYES- NOTHING MORE, 
NOTHING LESS. HES BEEN OBSESSED 
WITH TRYING TO PROVE THAT HIS 
BOSS IS INVOLVED IN TREASONOUS 
EXTRA-GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES. 


IN THE PROCESS, HIS PRIORITIES 
HAVE BEEN DRIFTING AWAY FROM 
HIS OWN BEST INTERESTS. 













HE'LL COME TO 
REGRET THAT. 


JULIA, COULD I 
GET YOU TO DO 
ME A FAVOR? I 


SURE. WHAT 
DO YOU NEED? 


CAN YOU FILE THIS 
STACK AWAY? I 
THINK I'VE FOUND 
WHAT I WAS 
v LOOKING FOR. ^ 


r I HOPE 
IT'S SOME- 
THING 
THAT'LL 
HELP US 
BOTH OUT. 

RIGHT, 

L. TERRY? , 


/ SO WHAT < 
f EXACTLY HAVE \ 
YOU PIECED TO- 1 
GETHER...? MORE 
INFORMATION ON 
SPAWN, I HOPE. THE 
PRESIDENT'S AIDES 
HAVE BEEN HUNGRY 
FOR SOME CONCRETE 
ANSWERS TO HIS , 
V RECENT TERRORIST A 
k. ATTACK.* M 
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THEY SEEM TO 
BELIEVE HE'S 
WORKING IN 
CONNECTION 
WITH SOME 
FOREIGN 
K MILITIA, ^ 


EXCELLENT. 

I'LL BE 
ANXIOUS TO 
READ THEM. 


r A FEW \ 
MORE DE- 
TAILS 
SHOULD 
SATISFY 
THEM, 
DON'T YOU 
. THINK, A 


r I UNDER- > 
STAND 
YOU'VE 
BEEN QUITE 
AGGRESSIVE 
TRYING 
TO SORT 
THROUGH 
.THIS MESS./ 


r THEY'LL BE ^ 
ON YOUR DESK 
AS SOON AS 
^ I'M SURE. A 


I WANT TO 
BE ABSOLUTELY 
POSITIVE BEFORE 
YOU GET MY 
FINAL REPORTS. 






YOU BET. 
WHAT 
ABOUT 
WANDA? 


CAN YOU HOLD^ 
MY CALLS FOR 1 
THE REST OF THE A 
^ DAY, JULIA. 




m 

TAKE 

HERS. 


hT THAT WAS TOO CLOSE. > 
r IF WYNN WAS TO EVER RND ^ 
OUT IVE BEEN DIGGING INTO HIS 
ACTIVITIES, I DON'T WANT TO 
THINK WHAT HE'S CAPABLE OF, 
fF I'M RIGHT, HE'S ALSO THE ONE 
WHO SET ME UP/ MAKING EVERY- 
ONE THINK I WAS SOME KIND OF 
r MURDERER*.,. WHICH MEANS 
HE'S CONNECTED TO EVERY 
L LEGAL AND ILLEGAL AGENCY > 
IK IN THIS COUNTRY, IF I'M <1 
L NOT CAREFUL lU A 
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WITH A SHAKY 
QUICKNESS, HE 
CLEANS THE MESS 
AROUND HIS 
DESK, THEN 
LEAVES, TELLING 
NO ONE WHAT 
JUST HAPPENED 


WITH ALL THE PRESSURE 
THA T'S BEEN IN THEIR 
LIVES OF LATE, HE DOESN'T 
WANT TO SCARE HER, 


FOR HIMSELF, IT'S 
ALREADY TOO LATE. 


HE MEN TIONS NO THING TO 
WANDA . SHE'S ALREADY 
BEEN HARPING ON HIM TO 
CHECK WITH THE DOCTOR 
ABOUT HIS RECENT 
COUGHING FITS. 


HEART 

RACING. 

TERRY 

WAKES 


MINUTES 
LATER. THIS 
TIME HE'S 
SCARED. 


WOULD 
HE HAVE 
A BLACK- 
OUT, HE 
WONDERS. 


AND THE 
BLURRED 
VISION ? 


IS TERRIBLY 
WRONG. 














ARE 
YOU 
GOING 
TO LIVE 
SIR? 


EVENTUALLY 
THE DOORS 
ARE WORKED 
OPEN. BY THEN, 
DETECTIVES 
BURKE AND 
TWITCH ARE 
DEVOID OF ANY 
HUMOR. 


f JUST GIVE ^ 
ME A 

SECOND TO 
CATCH MY , 
BREATH. Mee-Hee, 
I CAN'T BELIEVE 
THE ELEVATOR 
k WOULD DO < 
V THIS. /- 


I DON'T BELIEVE ^ 
YOUR EFFORTS TC 
PRY THE DOORS 
OPEN WOULD 
TRIGGER A HEART a 
^ ATTACK. 


r THE GYM. ^ 
I'VE GOT TO 
GET BACK, I'LL 
BE WITH YOU IN 
ANOTHER TEN 
. SECONDS, a 


DON'T 

STRAIN 

YOUR* 

SELF. 


f I'LL PHONE 
THE SUPER - 
INTENDANT 
TOMORROW 
MORNING. 
AND IF THIS 
ISN'T FIXED IN 
TWO DAYS, I'M 
DEDUCTING A 
MONTH'S 
N RENT. / 




' AND I'M 
ASSUMING 
THE NEW 
INFORMATION 
IS RELIABLE, 
V ALSO. > 


FIND OUT 
ANYTHING ELSE 
ABOUT THAT 
FILE, TWITCH? 


r SO WHAT 1 
NOW? DO WE 
MEET HIM LIKE 
HIS NOTE 
H SAID? ^ 


NOT REALLY. 

THE DATA 
SEEMS TC BE 
COMPLETELY 
ACCURATE. 


IT DOESN'T 
APPEAR WE 
HAVE ANY 
CHOICE. 


W WELL, >1 
W WE'VE GOT 
W TWO DAYS 
■ BEFORE THE 

meeting, we 

A SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO FIND 
VA SOMETHING. 


W THOUGH IT STILL X 
7 BUGS ME HOW HE KNEW 
WHERE WE'D BE, AND HAD 
ENOUGH FORESIGHT TO 
WRITE UP A LETTER, MOW'D 
HE KNOW THE TELEPHONE 
L LINES HADN'T BEEN > 
INSTALLED? / 


r WHOEVER ~ 
THIS MYSTERY 
MAN IS, HE'S 
VERY FAMILIAR 
WITH US. I 
WONDER 
X WHY? > 


yr H Qf ^P- WE'LL 

FIGURE IT OUT. TOMORROW 
THEY'RE SUPPOSED TC 
DELIVER THE REST OF THE 
FURNITURE. THEN WE 

CAN GET DOWN TO SOME 
lw REAL NITTY GRITTY. > 

r r— 


WHY 

DON'T YOU SIT 
DOWN AND 
EAT, TWITCH? 


I'VE LOST 
MY APPETITE 
SOMEHOW, 
SIR. I'LL EAT 
_ LATER. 


UNBELIEVABLE 


r HEY, WHADDYA 
THINK OF THE 
NEW 'FRIDGE? IT 
JUST CAME IN 
L. THIS MORNING. _ 


SUIT 

YOUR 

SELF. 

















ITS BEEN GOING ON FOR OVER 
T WEN TY MINU TES. AT FIRST THE Y 
CRAWL IN EVERY DIRECTION, 
CANVASSING AS MUCH OF THE 
SYMBIOTE'S BEING AS POSSIBLE, 


THEN , WHEN THEIR 
"AURA OF EVIL " HAS 
BEEN PASSED ON TO 
THE OUTER SHELL 
OF THE HELLSPAWN, 
THEY SLITHER UP 
TO THE BEING'S 
HIGHEST POINT. 


THEY ARE THE 
WORMS. THE 
CARRIERS, GODS 
CREATURES, 
EVOLVED NOW... 
SPECIALIZED... TO 
ABSORB THE SINS 
OF THE LIVING AND 
TRANSFER THEM 
TO THE UNDEAD. 


THOUGH HE FIGHTS 
IT, AL SIMMONS IS A 
SLAVE TO THIS NEW 
RITUAL. INTELLECTU- 
ALLY, HE IS AWARE 
OF THE PROCESS, 
BUT HE CANNOT 
PHYSICALLY CON- 
TROL ANY OF IT. 


THE 

SYMBIOTE 
MUST FEED 
ITSELF. 


FORTUNATELY, IT 
WON'T MATTER. 
THE CEREMONY 
WILL CONCLUDE 
IN ANOTHER FEW 
MINUTES. 
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r YOU'RE RIGHT. ^ 
"W,' i OH, THAT 
TASTED GOOD. NOW 
THAT YOUVE 
REMINDED ME, IT'S 
TIME TO MAKE THE 
. OL' BLADDER 

GLADDER. At 


^ WHO BUILT ^ 
V this FRIGGIN' bon* ^ 
FIRE? IT BARELY WARMS 
MY NOSE. MAN, AIN'T 
^IC'NO ONE GOT ANY 
. CAMPING SKILLS 
\ AROUND HERE? A 

w a ?. 


YOU'RE 

DRUNK, 

ORVILLE. 


WELL, 
SO ARE 
YOU/ 


BEtNG SOME- 
WHAT MODEST, 
BOBBY SEARCHES 
FOR A BIT OF A 
PRSVA TE SPOT TO 
DO HIS BUSINESS. 


GOD, I'M 
GONNA 
BURST. 


DO IT 
YOURSELF 
NEXT TIME, 
. THEN, . 


^ YE AH, BOBBY. > 
INSTEAD OF GET- 
TING PLASTERED, 
WHY DON'T YA 
DO SOMETHING 
CONSTRUCTIVE, 
LIKE PUT 

ANOTHER PIECE'A 
L. WOOD ON?^ 









WE 

HAVE TO 
TALK- 


7 HE IMAGE 
SOBERS BOBBY 
INSTANTLY. 


A Li I THINK 
I CRAPPED 
MYSELF, WHAT 
THE HELL ARE 
. YOU DOING J 
k HERE? J 


FJ J KEEP v 

/ A TAVOP. SOME' Y 
f THiNCS HAPPENING 
TO ME- AND T CAN'T 
STOP tf, SO T HAVE To 
DISAPPEAR FOR A while 
J. "DON'T KNOW HOW 
, LONS- t NE€P YOU 
V TO TELL THE , 
k\ OTHERS rvE / 
k\ LEft, 


U**L.. thanks 
1 GUESS. 
ANYTHING I 
CAN DO TO 
t HELP? , 


A HUT 

i'll Sell "HE 
ARoONP. YOU'RE 
THE ONLY ONE 
WHO NEEDS 
. TO KNOW 
\ THAT- y 


y no- > 

THIS IS MY 
PROS LEM- 
YOO’VE DEALT 

With enough 

Of MV FALL' 
V OPT. > 
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WHERE 
WILL YOU 
BE 5 


f f CAN'T > 
TELL YOU- 
AT LW1 HOT 
HOVY. YOU'RE 
4 AFER HOT 
V KHOW1H6.V 


r/ my \i 

'/ fYi^TEHCt V 

/ SEEf-H TO ATTRACT 1 
* THING'S U6LY things. 
I'Ve BECOME COME PAMH 
MAGNET OF MISERY" 
WHiCM WoULP BE f iNE If 
L iTOtPH'T SPILLOVER, , 
\BUT f CAN T CONTROL J 
kY THAT. Yo j UAYCV . 
*W TO HiPE- X / 


Even 

prom 

You. 


r fioop-pYg,^ 
MVfRiEHP 
t MAYEWOPR 
V To PO- > 


















V* WE EXPECT T® 

Y THE REQUESTED ^ 
(MEETING TO BE 1 
CONFIRMED WITHIN 48 
HOURS. THE AREA 
WILL BE PROPERLY 
SECURED, AND OUR 
SURVEILLANCE 
L TEAMS ARE 
^ ALREADY IN 
PLACE. 


■ BEFORE 1 ^ 

IMPLIMENT THESE 
ANY FURTHER, DO 
YOU REQUIRE ANY 
FURTHER ASSIGN- 
MENTS BE 
L DEVELOPED? A 


ADDITIONALLY, ^s! 
I'VE ESTABLISHED 
THAT ALL PARTIES 
INVOLVED ARE TO 
MAINTAIN A DISTANCE 
PRIOR TO THE MEET- 
ING SO AS NOT TO 
BRING ATTENTION TO 
k. THEMSELVES. A 


NO. 

THANK 

YOU. 


r ALL I NEED \ 
IN BRINGING 1 
ABOUT THE 
DEMISE OF OUR 
TWO FRIENDS 
IS RIGHT a 
V HERE. / 


VERY 

GOOD 

SIR. 


I'M TELLING ^ 
YOU, JASON, 
THERE AIN'T 
NOTHING LIKE A 
GOOD WITCH - 
k. HUNT. A 
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W AND YOU ^ 
DON'T NEED 
TO KNOCK, 
YOU'RE ALWAYS 
. WELCOME 
L. HERE, i 


GRANNY? 

HAY t 
COM iN? 


TO TELL ^ 
YOU THE TRUTH, 
I'D LIKE IT IF 
YOU VISITED MORE 
OFTEN. I HOPE 
THAT DOESN'T 
SOUND SELFISH- 


OF COURSE, 
AL, ANYTIME 


NO, it 
DOESN'T. 

w J*M SORRY A 

<^r It'S BEEN so 

// LONG SINCE MY 
// LAST VtSiT.* JVE 
0EEN TRYiNG TO PUT 
l i A fEW THINGS IN 
i\ order- WHICH 
r\\ IS WHY rM here, 

S4LV actually. 


* L«UE 5* - To~ 



SOMETHING 
is HApPENlNGTO 
Hf- AND J CAN'T seeM 
TO VO ANYTHING APOGT 
|T. THINGS-- THINGS YOU 
CAN'T EVPfJ IMAGINE 
ARE SPINNING OUT 
Of CONTROL- 


And 
T CAN'T 
STOP 
tT. 


NOW YOU 
USTEN TO ME, BOY.' 
THE LORD BURDENS 
-4U OF US WITH OUR 
OWN PERSONAL 
CROSSES. SOME WILL 
SEEM A LITTLE 
HEAVIER THAN OTHERS, 
BUT GOD KNOWS 
HOW MUCH EACH 
OF US CAN 
BEAR. 




/ I TOLD YOU \ 

X BEFORE, AL. HE \ 

PICKED YOU TO BE ONE Y , y 
OF HIS ANGELS FOR A \ 7 '/ 
REASON. IT'S JUST THAT \ 1 
NONE OF US, NOT EVEN 
YOU WHO LIVE WITH HIM / 

IN HEAVEN, WILL EVER / 
UNDERSTAND THE / 

N mysteries of Z _ 

Y HIS WAYS. ^s7 

■ == T^_ OUR PART > 

, f\ \~7T7f IS JUST HAVING 
Z V" V 1 FAITH. GOD WILL 

\ A A m take care of 

" 1 > " N l/ - filKK THE REST, j 


S lY'S Hot 
r THAi simple, at 

LEAST HOT HOW 
WHATK HAPPfMNfi TO 
ME K PDTT1N6 OTHERS 
. IN DANGER. IHCTUP- 
Y iN (5 YOU. 


WHAYRE 
YOU „ 
SAYING? 


r \ POH'T ^ 
KHOW if rP<5 

SAFE for Me 

TO KEEP 
k Vi^iTiHS t&lI . 


S /U may be old BUT I'M X 

,'L -✓ NOT STUPID. I'VE SENSED 

DON'T SOMETHING HAS BEEN GNAWING 
YOU DARE AWAY AT YOU FOR QUITE SOME 
DO THAT TIME, BUT YOU DON'T RUN . 
v TOME' ys^ AWAY FROM THAT. ^ 


X YOU NEVER X 

RAN WHEN YOU\ 

WERE ALIVE, SO \ 
DON'T START NOW, \ 

THIS PEELING, THIS I 
PREMONITION OF I 
DOOM •* CAST IT \ 

ASIDE. DON'T WE N 
ABANDON THOSE ALL 
v WHO CAN HELP LOVE 
Y YOU. YOU TOO 
^ \ MUCH. 



X IT'5 YOUR > 
INNER DEMONS, 
ISN'T IT? YOU 
MUST CONQUER 
THEM, AL, WITH 
THE LORD S HELP, 
IF YOU EVER 
WANT TO FIND 
S. TRUE PEACE, y 


r T HAVE 
TO LEAVE 
J'M . 
AOPRZ 






OPEN 

WIDE.. 


THATS 
ALL. YOU 
CAN GET 
DRESSED 
NOW. 




X IT APPEARS Y 
THAT EVERYTHING 
IS IN GOOD 
WORKING ORDER. 
1 JUST WISH WE 
DIDN'T HAVE TO 
DRAG YOU IN HERE 
V EVERY TIME- / 


WHY? 


WHAT'S 

WRONG 

WITH 

ME? 


s BUT JUST 'S 
TO MAKE SURE, 
I'M SENDING YOU 
TO A SPECIALIST. 
H E'S A DOCTOR 
WHO DEALS WITH 
NEUROLOGICAL 
V SYMPTOMS. > 


. > I’.’.'V ' 








NOTHING, I ^ 
HOPE... BUT YOUR 
FAINTING SPELL TELLS 
IVIE THAT SOMETHING 
V WENT WRONG. * ^ 


THE DOCTOR 

FT WILL JUST RUN A A. 
OU, NOW FEW TESTS, POSS1 B LY A 

, /5SNX & t - scan - just to ease 

LOOK SO ALL OUR MINDS- I KNOW 
WORRIED. YOU'VE BEEN UNDER A 
^ GREAT DEAL OF PRESSURE 

^ -i LATELY. . . ON TOP OF THAT 
\ NASTY COUGH YOU'VE HAD 
\ BUT US MEDICAL GEEKS LIKE 
\ TO KNOW WHY PEOPLE , 
\ BLACK OUT FOR NO J. 
REASON, 


J JUST X 
LIKE TO BE 
CERTAIN 
I HAVEN'T 
OVERLOOKED 
ANYTHING. . 


, IT HAPPENS ^ 
TO MOST PEOPL E 
AT LEAST ONCE IN 
THEIR LIVES. WE 
JUST NEVER 
V KNOW WHY. v 


7 WHAT \ 
CAN I SAY? 
WE RE A 
CURIOUS LOT 
SO I'LL 
SCHEDULE 
AN APPOINT- 
l MENT...? J 


r Uk... > 
YEAH, 
SURE. IF 
YOU 

THINK IT'S 
, BEST. > 


* LAST ISSUE ~t< 


Out in the parking lot, terry's 

CHEST BEGINS TO TIGHTEN AS HfS 
MIND SWIRLS WITH FABRICATED 
IMAGESANP THOUGHTS. 

IT TRIGGERS A SLIGHT.. 

$g®&. ‘COUGHING NT ■ • 

* i -v - ^ rC L 

Z - i ? ’ll . >‘ I I j ■ I ’ . ' . 

ivA' V; • S : 

-i; HE CURSES HIMSELF FOR 

<& NOT DOING SOMETHING 
EARLIER//?. 




vim m Mrmmz 


j ^-■^ rr,| T ■] ?■ ■ 


&o mm\ii 
i vmz — 


fAAPrJ&ft} TrfoU&tff 

-±\ fP&BTAWA Y FO0M J f, rJO 

\m wm irmwMt. not 

m wm*- r — 


$V1 1 

ju 

p^&,MOWl. / 


J WiAMI^t? TO 




WAKlflN^ro 1 

KIM, • TO nu£f 

fvfP/oNe- 
4V9T50JXI 
IZAZti To && i 
H*£ it, __/ 




fo m g 
EtfefzyrwHfr. 


Pt au 

|jr WH4T HAV£ 
■nfl VDU POME TO 
\ \ YoU^etF^ 





Wmtrmt 

S I KUHl 

iyl MV CMrtVMf. 
Y J QOH'f Mon 
Al fWTDR&HT 

Bi that. j^s. 


f T HA\/& 
AM/TH(% Lfff. 
Ttfpfve#metJ 
If All. — ■ 


J*P5 TOO 

Aff^oN^ 

JfAM'f, 

w»ir. I 


MOf AfJVMOPJg 


* A PRISON 
HE’S BUILT 
HIS OWN 
PERSONAL 
k ASYLUM. 


HE ^ 
WOULDN’T 
DO THAT. ■ 


f'M TlttfVOf 
FI&HTIN&* IT'S 
ALL V'Jl POHi 
fAY tfJHObf Kfg 






THE COSTUME'S ^ 
n GOT SOME KIND OF X; 

INFECTION MAKING IT 
ERRATIC. AL DOESN'T KNOW 
HOW TO READ THE SYMPTOMS 
AND IF HE DOESN'T STOP IT _ 
FROM SPREADING, THE , 
SYBIOTE WILL ADVANCE > 
L TO NECRO'STATE NINE C 
R BEFORE ITS READY Jf- 
FOR THAT LEVEL . 


HELP ME: 
WHERE'S THE 
OPENING? 


f GOT TO e 
GET IN- DON’T 
HAVE TIME TO 
=-. WAIT. t~ 


\ mi DON'T 
KNOW HOW 
THg OlC MAN 
GOT IN- j— 







XN another 


OF THE CITY'S 
MIL UON SHADOWS. 


r WHAT 
A SAP. 
WHAT A 
MApoOfT. 


r IF JASON > 
WYNN IS 
THE BEST 
EXAMPLE OF 

''DISPfCABLE" 

THESE 

HUMANS CAN 
. MUSTER... . 


r ...THEN ^ 
I COULD 
BE KING OF 
THIS PLANET 

TOMORROW. 


X HE'S GOT 
r THE EVILNESS, ' 
I'LL GIVE HIM THAT, 
BUT I'M ABLE TO 
KNEAD HIM JUST 
TOO EASILY INTO 
v WHATEVER j 
X I WANT. A, 


Wr HERO. 
r SCAPEGOAT, n 
ASSASSIN , 
POLITICIAN. I'VE 
MADE HIM PLAY ‘EM 
ALL. HE DOESN'T 
EVEN RESIST MUCH.. 

UNLIKE YOU, MY 
v DEAR FURRY J 
■Tk FRIEND. Jt 












AT LEAST 
YOU PUT 

UP A FIGHT 

FOR .. r 


V PERFECT/ xi 

r SIMMONS IS 1 
GETTING CRAPPED 
ON BY HIS 
SYMBIOTE. I ALWAYS 
DID LOVE THOSE 
k-model UNITS. 
THEY'RE 

A& ALWAYS so A 
yvOLITILE. Ah. 


XT TAKES 
A FULL 
THIRTY 
SECONDS 
FOR THE 
SIGNAL TO 
PENETRATE. 


SK I MEAN, I X. 
^ KNEW SOMETHING N 
WAS UP WITH SPAWN 
AND HIS UNIFORM.., 
BUT 

futSff EVEN j 

COULDN'T HAVE 
PREDICTED IT WOULD 
N HAPPEN THIS A 

quick ' V; 




W I'M TELLING 
YOU, LITTLE FRIEND, 
THIS COULD SAVE ME 
A COUPLE MONTHS 
OF GROUNDWORK. 
JUST THINK*' NOT 
HAVING TO FOOL 
AROUND WITH WYNN. 
^ OR FITZGERALD. 

OR BLAKE, j 


JUST ^ 
STRAIGHT 1 
TO THE 

MOTHERLODE! 

WMI sImmons 

HAS A ONE-WAY 
TICKET BACK a 
k TO HELL . A 


r I CAN 
TASTE 
THE 

VICTORY 
NOW •- 






















WOULP HP 
ATPAUTHl^ 


i\ \ WHY WoUeP 
f \> HP WANT TO 


damn 

YOU, 

MALEBOLGIA 


MTAM6ER ATHtM , 
VVA5 Ai-L I HAP J 
J.PfT- THE ONLY * 

piatc action $i<3 i 

EHOU5H fo HELP 

ME fOf^ETTHEPA'H- 


HE vYAS Alt- J 
COJlP THlHKOF 
TrieN. AA THE 
COW ME THPA^HEf? 
APOfJT, TRY1N6 TO 
$P<ll MY GUT? OH 
THE SROUNP, 

IT \AA? eop j 
THOUGHT Of. 


C 














£V£N A4 THe tumor*? 
(SPFWANP MV CiUTS 
*Sf iLL£P FORTH. il" WA4 
AH6£ft ATHiMTHAT 
P044£44£PM£. mJ 


eop MApe 4ATAH. \r 
4ATAN MAt>£ HELL. 
HfLL MAt>£ MAU0OL(5(A 
MAL£0OL<JfA MAP£ #— 
THl-S COSTUME- /§£ 




<?0 If4 PffOM\ lKgijjrJ 
HifA- From 
00Q THAT Ik? 

ALU THl$ 

EVU POMES./hT'^ Hi^ 

>/4 FAULT.. 


SOMEHOW- Hf 
WANTED OP 4 
MfEP £P TMtA-J 


ftfjMV L06tC MADE HO SENSE 
Xi if PiPN'T MATTER IT < 
Xi AfPVfP THE PURPOSE 
Al UNTiL ANOTHEPPlSTRAC- J 
M TlON APPEARED- yrf></ 


f'GHT it' Y 
FIGHT THE L 

pA f N! / 


IT'S FEEDING 
OFF VOUR 1 

£tf6Tt°M$fi 











cfr mowo.ti 

M cmi*> 

r] H>M4 ELF. ALVVAY4 
1 i APPEAR? OUT OF HO' 
A WHERe. UKF 40ME 
,1 FETIN' riWPOoMAN- 


Mt KNOW? ** 
THING?,.. ?TUFF 
HE SHOULDN'T 
KNOVM THE 1 
fif??T THING 1 
AEOUT- HoWi ! 

-wh/? n 


ANP Hi? t'it 6 } 
Wl NEVER 
FORGET THEM. 
THET GLARE. 

WiTM a p 

oefiANCe l 

L 1 KE T'VE V 

Hf« ?EEN- 1 


At FlR?f, ITPIPNT 
?EEM TO MATTER \VHEN 
THE CREATURE REACfgp 
5WATLOWIHO THE 

Olt? MAN WHOLE- 


t \ /EN WHEN A 11 
Ho^e. ?EPf£NTiNE 

f Igcg OF THE j 

CI-OAK 4NAREP ( 
HiM. HEPiPN'T 
APPEAR ?CARgP 


THE COUNT NEVER 
FLlNCHEP- NOT A 
GOPPAMN MU?ClE- 


It WA? MORE l- IKE “—l 
HE WA? WAITING FOR * 
It ?OM ENOW PREPARER 
FOR WHAT WA? TO >5> 
m HAPPEN- A*ZJn; 


$k/- ; y ■ •;, "m 

£ V'V—T 

5k fc wi 

i'll/' | 

•..a 1 



5/7- 

Eh%v/ 










the mutate? a oak ju$t $at 

THERE, FROZEN MKE A 61ANT 1 
EO0PA- J "THOUGHT THAT If 


rp; TMRA5HlfJ6 EEPAME A 

stuff before rr enpep ita 

OWN PAIN BY V0MITIN6 UP 
WHAT V^AA pOi$opirN6 If: / 


THE 1 
(JOiJHf 


j pipnt notce the H 

FiRST CONVULSION. BUT 
EAPH ONE AFTER THAT 
6REW MORE INTEN6ELY 

violent. . 


HE POlLEP AROUHP A Bit 
AFTER THE UNHOLY 4 
ABORTION- THEN tEfflY 
A STREAM OF PtALECf f 
HOf FROM ThK PLANET- 1| 


WHAT HApffNFP NEXT 
J PoH'fPEMEMHER/ j 
EXCEPT THAT IT FELT J 
A^ IF A HERP OF 1 
ANiMMA WA4 EElNf? i 
^TlJEFEP iN^iPEME J 








HE 1oW (WC AFTFRWABPS 
I WAS UNCONSOOUS 
f OR ONLY A FEW SFCoNPS 


THAT WAS COOP, 
Hf AAIP- 


' COME O/V, 
BOY. CAPTURE 
IT. CONTROL IT 
HARNESS ITS 
. POWER . 


RiPPLES. AS 


THF PAIN PASSER- MY * 
CONFUSION PiPN'T- PUT 
IT WASN'T THE T'MS >*, 
FOR QUESTIONS- >3 


YOU 

MOST. 


IF ANY OF X 
P US ARE GOING 
TO LIVE THROUGH 
THIS, YOU HAVE TO 
LEARN HOW TO 
. CAGE THE 

X demons, a 


THAT COULR WAIT, i 
NffPFP SOMETHING 
MORE IMPORTANT.#! 


^ I'VE BEEN 
TRYfNG, AL, DON'T lEN 

you understand? n 

WHY DO YOU THINK M' 
HE RE 

BTg E CALI 
OF YOU. 

MY ~ 
£&&&& Appearance 
'mn*9m here isn't 

if iQH an ACCIDENT. 
$ NEITHER is 

^ .J0^ YOURS. v 


WE NEED 
EACH OTHER 
SO DO OUR 
SOULS. 




- -rn T5_ : 

CV 

BSJVvW^ 

.■ 1 .1 hv I t. » r . _ _— 4- 













Jr THPY'OP 

HIDING SOME- 
THING, I KNOW 
THEY ARE. I CAN 
SEE IT IN HIS 

^ face, —r 


7KU 



f IF I’VE GOT t 
A PROBLEM, 
WHY DON’T THEY 
JUST SPIT IT OUT? 
ALL THIS WAITING 
IS KILLING ME I’D 
RATHER HAVE 
, BAD NEWS THAN 
n NO NEWS. > 


PHrttmHt+IW 


WELL, MR. FITZ- ^ 
r GERALD, YOUR CHART 
APPEARS TO BE IN ORDER 
IT LOOKS LIKE DR. BUSlNO 
JUST WANTS ME TO RUN 
V SOME STANDARD . 

TESTS. ^ 


I'M DYING 
I'M DYING. 
I'M DYING 


THAT'D 

BE FINE. 
WHATEVER 
YOU NEED 
. DOCTOR. 


NOTHING 
TO GET 
EXCITED 
ABOUT. 


xfl 1 * D 


u 


VE 


GOT 


GET 


TO 


OUT 


THIS 


OF 


HERE 

CRAZY 


IS 


I 


M 


PERFECTLY 


FINE 


THEY SArD THIS 
HAPPENS TO 
EVERYONE- SO, 
I SHOULD JUST 
GO. THAT'S ITJ 
I'M OUTTA 


’■■j - - 










% 3 





I'M SORRY, 
WANDA, HE'S 
IN A MEETING. 
HE SHOULD BE 
BACK IN 
. A COUPLE 
X HOURS. A 


S YOURS X_ 
7 MAY HAVE 1 
SOMEHOW 
BLOCKED SOME 
NERVE IMPULSES 
FROM DOING THEIR 
JOB. IT'LL SHOW 
UP AS A CLOUDY 
AREA, LIKE A 
^ THIS- ^ 


ILL 

TELL 

HIM YOU 
PHONED. 


THANKS 

JULIA. 


W~ THAT'S V 
r STRANGE A 
1 HE NEVER 
MENTIONED A 
M EETIN6 THIS 
MORNING. 11 


PLEASE, MR. FITZ- 
GERALD. IT'S OKAY TO 
BE A LITTLE ANXIOUS. 
MOST PATIENTS ARE THE 
FIRST TIME, COME, LET 
ME SHOW YOU WHAT 
WE'LL BE LOOKING FOR 
IN YOUR C.T. SCAN. 


HERE'S AN 
X-RAY OF A 
TYPICAL BRAIN 
EACH ARFA SERVES 
A SPECIFIC NEED 
SUCH AS MOTOR 
SKILLS. THOUGHT 
PROCESSES. 




WHAT 

WE'RE TRYING 
TO DETERMINE IS 
IF THERE ISA 
RELATIONSHIP BE- 
TWEEN YOUR RECENT 
BLACKOUT AND THE 
COLD YOU HAD. SEE 
SOME VIRUSES 
TRIGGER CERTAIN 
CHEMICAL REAC- 
TIONS IN OUR 
BODIES. 


f 




WE NEED YOUR 
SCANS TO MAKE ANY 
SORT OF JUDGMENT. SO, 
IF YOU'LL FOLLOW ME, 
THE LAB IS NOW 
READY FOR YOU. 

WE'LL 
HAVE ALL 
THE RESULTS 
BACK IN A FEW 
DAYS. 




X5SD - ■ 


A FEW 
DAYS?! I'VE 

alrfady lied 

TO WANDA 
ABOUT ALL 
THIS, HOPING 
IT'D JUST BLOW 
OVER . 


" NOW I HAVE 
TO KEEP THIS UP 
SOME MORE , " 













/TEW YORK CITY. 

7 , HE CONCRETE JUNGL E 


WITHIN 
7 HE JUNGLE 
NOW LURKS 

THE BEAST 


HE'S MADE IT. 
AFTER A JOURNEY 
OF NEARLY A 
MONTH , HE NOW 
SMELLS THE 
STENCH OF MAN. 


BUT IT’S ONE IN 
PARTICULAR WHOSE 
BLOOD HE SEEKS. 


sjrAlilMUUhHWf 















XT'S BEEN A HELL OF A 
WEEK FOR TERRY. TWO 
SECURITY SYSTEMS OVER 
HAULED. DOZENS OF 
INTERLACED PHONE CON 
versat/ons. anxiety 

OVER TEST RESULTS. 


AND ALL THE 
WHILE RECON- 
STRUCTING 
JASON WYNN'S 
MURDER 
CONSPIRACY 
AGAINST HIM. 



THE ONLY 

r THING l STILL )=V3S 
CAN'T FIGURE IS 
WHY HE'D TRANSFER T 
ME TO HIS OFFICE AFTER / 
THE WHOLE INCIDENT t - 
BLEW OVER. HE CERTAINLY 
s KNOWS 1 DON'T HAVE r* 
1 ANY POWER OVER 
>-v_ HIM. , 


L WELL , WHATEVER * 
HE'S PLANNING, IT'S 
_ ABOUT TO GET / 
A, CUPPED, li 



' 1 JUST 

WISH r DIDN'T M 
FEEL SO TIRED. 1 
NOW'S NOT THE ^ 
TIME TO FEEL WEAK 
I'M ABOUT TO 
WALK INTO THE nr 
fc, MIDDLE OF A M 
L MINEFIELD. ■ 


'P t 


THE WORLD BEGINS 
TO SPINAS EfIS 
MIND WANDERS. 
IMAGES DISTORT. 
HE BUNKS FRANTI- 
CALLY, TRYING TO 
REGAIN HIS FOCUS. 


IT ONLY 
GETS WORSE. 
















THE CAR JERKS 
AS HE SLUMPS 
ACROSS THE 
STEERING WHEEL 


IT'S HIS SECOND 
BLACKOUT IN 
SEVEN DAYS. 


LEAVING HIM COMPLETELY 
AT THE MERCY OF OTHERS. 







what? 




S.4\\v4»A: 


THEN ALL GOES 
DARK AGAIN- 


■ ’ I 





r CAN YOU N 
BELIEVE 
OUR LUCK, 
TWITCH?! A 
BURGER WORLD 
SO CLOSE TO 
OUR NEW 
V OFFICE.,./ y 


THE GODS 
ARE DEFINITELY 
SENDING US A 
MESSAGE, SIR. 


THE 'BELLY ‘ 
BUSTER "WITH 
EXTRA CHEESE 


r COVER 
ME, SIR, I 
THINK IT 
CAME 
FROM THE 
BUILDING 
t FRONT. J 


^Ji_ 


> y/HOA/ n 

EASY, BOY! PUT 
THAT GUN AWAY, 
NOW. IT'S JUST 
THE CAR-- IT BLEW 
A ROD OR . 
V SOMETHING-V* 


' YOU'VE 
BEEN EDGY 
LATELY. 
WHAT'S 
L. UP? j 


/ I DON'T KNOW. N-_ 
r MAYBE IT'S THAT XI 
FILE SOMEONE ' 

DROPPED OFF. I KEEP 
THINKING WE'RE BEING 
WATCHED. JESUS, 
WHAT DO WE DO NOW? 
YOU'VE ALREADY 


SPENT ALL YOUR 
MONEY ON THE 
V OFFICE, > 


^ NOT ALL > 
OF IT. I'VE 
GOT A LITTLE 
SURPRISE 
^ COMING. > 






r I'M SORRY, 
MA'AM, BUT YOUR 
HUSBAND'S BEEN 
IN AN ACCIDENT. IT'S 
PRETTY BAD. 


HELLO? 


W* THIS IS ^*1 
SOT FRITSCH 1 
OF THE NEW YORK ■ 
CITY POLICE, MA'AM 
ARE YOU WANDA 
BLAKE , TERRY „ 
f, FITZGERALD'S J 

iL wife? 


JH HE WAS *1 
” RUSHED TO ^ 
St L UKE'S HOSPITAL 
ABOUT TWENTY 
. MINUTES AGO. 

7 YOU MAY WANT . 
V . TO.,. -Jrf 


HELLO? 


HEUO? ‘ 
MA'AM? 


YES. ' 
WHY? 
WHAT'S 
WRONG ^ 













DIGITAL 

EDITION 



4 */ 

W |i ■ 



F^» / 













A T FIRST, HE THOUGHT IT WHS 
JUST A SIMPLE COLO. SOON 
IT DEVELOPED INTO SEVERE 
HACKING. NEITHER SEEMED 
OUT OF THE ORDINARY. 


wjlml mmnuni 


WHY WOULD THEY? 


THEN CAME DIZZINESS, 
FOLLOWED BY A FAINTING 
SPELL. THAT'S WHEN HE 
STARTED TO GET ANXIOUS, 


HIS FAMIL Y DOCTOR SENT HIM 
TO A SPECIALIST. THAT WAS A 

week ago. no one knew. 

NOT HtS EMPLOYER, HIS 
FRIENDS OR HIS OWN FAMIL Y 


ON HtS DRIVE HOME TONIGHT, TERRY 
FITZGERALD EXPERIENCED HIS 
SECOND BLACKOUT. HE WAS AT HIS 
DESK FOR THE FIRST ONE. 

mmmsnmzmzL 

THIS TIME HE WASN'T AS L UCKY. 


IT WAS TRAVELLING AT 
40 MILES PER HOUR 
WHEN THE ONCOMING 
TRUCK TRIED TO BRAKE. 
THERE WASN'T TIME. 


THE DELIVERY 
TRUCK COLLIDED 
WITH TERRY. 


HEAD ON 


mnsmsuh. 


’imimi)i.mmi!‘/fmwM/mz//m/m 


ff\ /> 
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Smoke from the 

WRECKAGE ROSE HIGH !NTO 
THE EVENING SKY BY THE L 
T1ME AN AMBULANCE ARRIVED 


...SIGNALLING TO 
THE SURROUNDING 
BLOCKS THAT 

another tragedy 

OF MAN'S MAKING 
HAD OCCURRED. 


faac a PEDESTRIAN 
FOUND HIS 
WALLET A 
gggS COUPLE OF 
mm YARDS FROM 
THE CAR. 


IT GAVE POLICE A 
NAME THEY COULD 
TRACK ■ WITHIN 
MINUTES THEY 
HAD A LIST OF 
NUMBERS TO CALL. 


y I'VE SOT A A 
r NECK FRACTURE 
WITH MULTIPLE 
CONTUSIONS ON 
THE CHEST AND 
LEGS. HEARTBEAT 
IS STABLE AT 72, 
BLOOD PRESSURE 
L 120 OVER 80- A 


WANDA 


HIS LOVED 
ONES WOULD 
NEED 70 KNOW. 









^ THEY BROUGHT^ 
MV HUSBAND IN. 
TERRY FITZGERALD. 
ABOUT TWENTY 
MINUTES AGO. HE'D 
BFEN IN A CAR j 
^ ACCIDENT. / 


IS HE 
DOWN 
THIS 
HALL? 


MISS? 
MISS?! 
MAY I 
HELP 
YOU? 


SHE 

DIDN'T 

CARE. 


A SECOND 
FLOOR HE’S 
STIL L IN X-RAY- 
WON'T BE OUT 
FOR ANOTHER 
HALF HOUR. 
Y YOU CAN... > 


ESPECIALLY 
HIS WIPE. 


SHE KNEW SOME 
THING WA S 
TERRI BL Y WRONG 
THE MOMENT 
SHE RECEIVED 
THE CALL . 


“GET TO THE HOSPITAL." 
THAT'S ALL SHE 
NEEDED TO HEAR. 


“ 


AFTER LEAVING CYAN, HER 
DAUGHTER, WITH THE 
NEIGHBORS, SHE RACED 
FRANTICALLY TO St LUKE'S 
MEDICAL CENTER. 


THOUGH SHE DROVE 
COURTEOUSLY, A 
DOZEN LAWS WERE 
BROKEN. 















A QUICK 

CALL 

LATER... 


SHE 

DOESN'T 
NEED TO 
HEAR ANY 
MORE. 







so. All in all, 

IT APPEARS VOUR HUSBAND^ YOUR CAR'S^ 
AS VERY FORTUNATE THIS SEATBELT AND 
dE. HIS SPRAINED ANKLE AIRBAG JUST 
iOULD BE FINE IN A FEW DID BOTH OF 
AYS, BUT THE NECK BRACE YOU A HUGE 
WILL NEED TO STAYON .a. FAVOR. A 
T*. FOR AWHILE. 


anything 

ELSE, Dk 
CURTIS? 


NOT REALLY. 
BUT SINCE THIS 
IS HIS SECOND. 
BLACKOUV"^ 


..I'VE PUT A RUSHX 
REQUEST ON THE 
s RESULTS OF THAT 
) C.AT SCAN Dk 
'ROLLINS DID j 
LAST WEEK.* / 


is/HAT 

TEST?' WHEN 
. DID YOU-.. 


SECOND? 


hm, YOU SEE, \ — 
WANDA, I DIDN'T Ws 
WANT YOU TO GET L 
WORRIED ABOUT 
A LITTLE 

Y TESTING. ‘I'M A 
<« DEAD 

-[{/^YRjT 7 " ' f duck. 


r YOU KNOW * 
ME. ALWAYS 
LOOKING OUT 
FOR YOUR BEST 
INTERESTS. I 
KNOW HOW 
KOOKY YOU 
v CAN GET. y{ 


juris 








Um, excuse 

ME, FOLKS, I 
DIDN'T MEAN 
TO START 
v ANYTHING. 


r I'LL TAKE A LOOK 
AT THE X-RAYS AS 
SOON AS THEY COME 
IN FROM DK ROLLINS' 
OFFICE. MEANWHILE, 

, I NEED TO KEEP YOU 
\ OVERNIGHT, FOR 
K. OBSERVATION.,- 


/ IT'S STANDARD ^ 
PROCEDURE FOR 
ACCIDENT VICTIMS. 
WANT TO MAKE SURE 
THERE ISN'T ANY 
INTERNAL 

K HEMORRAGING.^H 


<X WHAT'S ^ 
IMPORTANT 
RIGHT NOW IS 
TRYING TO FIGURE 
OUT WHY THE 
BLACKOUTS ARE 
v HAPPENING. - 


' SO I'LL 
SEE YOU BOTH 
TOMORROW 
BEFORE 
CHECK-OUT. 


I KNOW. 


I LISTEN, 

V HONEY, I'M T 
f SORRY I OVER- 
REACTED. BUT THE 
WHOLE DRIVE OVER 
HERE I COULDN'T 
STOP WORRYING 
WHAT MIGHT HAVE 

HAPPENED TO 

V YOU. I WAS A 

V so SCARED.^ 


' I SHOULD 1 
HAVE TOLD 
YOU SOON ER 
ABOUT MY 
FAINTING 
v SPELL, a 


REALLY 

SCARED. 


IT'S JUST ^ 
T THAT I WAS 
SCARED, too- 
STILL AM-OF 
WHAT THE TESTS 

, might say. 

X FORGIVE ME? 


SHE ALWAYS HAS, 




ri ■ 

& I 


*. 

lr 

*4 
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J Somewhere 

tN THE j 

SHADOWS... / 


f YOUR RECENT \ 
SEPARATION FROM %■ 
THE SYMBIOTE HAS V3 
ACCELERATED ITS \ 

EVOLUTION, WITHOUT I 

ANY GUIDANCE FROM JP 
YOU. THIS ISA VERY A J 
^SERIOUS PROBLEM. A.. 

I 7> YOU SEE, RIGHT'' 
1 ky NOW THE COSTUME 
^ — / IS RUNNING IN ALL 
1/ DIRECTIONS AT ONCE 
IT'S LOST. AND, LIKE 
\i ANYTHING ELSE THAT 
BECOMES LOST IT 
%T\ WANTS TO RETURN . 

HOME. ^0 


r PRECISELY. ^ 

And since you re 

ATTACHED TO IT, 
YOU'RE GOING ALONG 
. FOR THE RIDE. a 


r IT'S RECON- ^l; 'J 
FIGURING HSELE VF*** Si 
AT A TREMENDOUS m», 'i», I H 
RATE. USUALLY, THE * 

METAMORPHOSIS Mfr -T&Xp.j. 
TAKES YEARS TO ~ 

L. COMPLETE. AND THAT'S ' 

ONLY [E THE 
W COSTUME AND 
*r * Ti.| ITS HOST ARE IN 
: ,*■ SYNC... WHICH 

’ em you two 

sii™^ definately 

AREN'T. A 


40 

WHAT 
CAN X 
CO? 


□gp 














r DON'T TRIGGER X 
IT. IT FEEDS OFF 
YOU- YOUR EVIL, 
WHEN IT CAN’T DRAIN 
FROM YOU THE 
WORMS BECOME 
k. THE CATALYST. > 


NOT 

EXACTLY, 

AL. 


8 LIT YOUR ANGER, ^ 
r EVIL AND SIN COME IN 
MANY FORMS, YET ANGER 
IS THE ULTIMATE PIPELINE. 
NOTHING GOOD HAS EVER 
COME FROM RAGE. YOU’VE 
BEEN MAD SINCE YOUR 
REBIRTH — ALMOST 
. CONSTANTLY. THAT'S 
A WHAT'S FEEDING IT. <: 


r YOU HAVE TO ' 
LET IT GO. WHAT' 
EVER IS FESTERING 
INSIDE YOU > f 
LET IT GO! 
PLEASE, FOR ALL 
OF US— FIND SOME 
INNER PEACE. 

JUST LET THE 
L ANGER A 


r A REFLECTION ^ 
OF YOU. WE'RE THE 
SAME, AL , WE BOTH 
USED TO BE REAL, 
v A LIFETIME AGO. „ 


/ 0efoi2E. > 

~ y 'oo If Me, 
COO, f HAVE- 
TO KNOW SOME 
THING- WHO 

V,Af?£ 


IN SHORT. 
T'M A 
SPAWN. 



m 



1 






n f 


1 1 


if ^ 

o 
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1 










A C'MON NOW, > 
MOMMY DOESN'T 
WANT YOU 
THROWI NG YOUR 
POOD ALL OVER 
. THE PLACE, 

V OKAY? V- 


CYAN, 

hJof 


Ok- ok. 

Mess. 

Mowwij 

mess. 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 
IT’S A 
BIG 
MESS. 


^ LET'S 
GET DOWN 
NOWAND GET 
DRESSED. 


WE HAVE TO , 

GO PICK UP DADDY f 
HE GETS TO COME HOME 
TODAY AND PLAY WITH 
YOU. WON'T THAT BE FUN? 
^ YOU AND DADDY? > 


AS THEY LEAVE 
THE HOUSE, 
WANDA tS 
ABSOLUTELY 
BEAMING. 


/ HOLD 1 
STILL' I 
NEED TO 
CLEAN 
YOUR 


BOUND- 
L ESS JOY 
INFORMS 
HER VERY 
BEING. 
BIRDS. THE 
SKY. EVERY- 
THING SEEMS 
SO WONDER - 
FUL. 


SHE THANKS 
GOD FOR 
ANSWERING 
HER PRAYERS- 


fWAfal 












r I THINK X. 
SHE'S MORE ^ 
EXCITED 
ABOUT YOUR 
NEW ROOM HERE 
THAN ANY- 
THING ELSE. A 


OKAY-' 
JUST TAKE 
IT EASY ON 
ME, SWEET- 
HEART. 


HELLO 

FOLKS 


^ HEY, DOC. X 
YOU GOING 
TO SIGN ME OUT 
SO I CAN GO 
HOME NOW 5 > 


I'M 

AFRAID 

NOT, 

TERRY 


W WE HAVE A > 
PROBLEM. AVERY 
SERIOUS ONE. YOUR 
TEST RESULTS CAME 
IN FROM Dy. ROLLINS' 

office.thescans 

INDICATE A 
RATHER large 
. GROWTH ON YOUR 
^ BRAIN. ~ 


IT'S A 

CANCEROUS 
, TUMOR- 



rjjj n 

-7 

¥ 




YOU’RE 

KtDDING 

RIGHT, 

DOC? 


I WISH 
I WAS. 


f YOUR X-RAYS X 
SHOW THE TUMOR 
NEAR THE BASE OF 
THE SKULL. IT'S AL- 
READY THE SIZE OF AN 
ORANGE, BUT THAT 
WILL SOON A 
X CHANGE. A 



r WHAT 'RE > 
YOU SAYING? 
CAN’T YOU JUST 
OPERATE ON 
IT— TAKE IT 
t OUT... ? a 


THAT^S x. 
f WHAT WE’RE TRYING >v 
TO DETERMINE. UN FOR- ^ 
TUNATELY, IT'S SHOWN UP 
IN AN AREA THAT USUALLY 

indicates an attachment. 

IF THE TUMOR IS MALIG- 
NANT. DAMAGE TO 
THE BRAIN WOULD OCCUR . 
X if WE WERE TO A 
X. OPERATE, 

/ SO, WHAT 
a i JSwMa Are my 
^ xjsaHaBk options? 


/ LET US RUN 
SOME TESTS ON 
YOU — DO A BIOPSY 
TO DETERMINE ITS 
RATE OF GROWTH. 
AND WHETHER 
V IT'S MALIGNANT. 


GO 

HOME 


"WE'LL 

DEAL WITH 

THAT LATER. " 
l J 













TWENTY HOURS 
AND A BATTERY 
OF TESTS LATER... 


s' MEANING 
r YOU’VE ALWAYS T 
HAD THIS IN YOU, 
JUST l|SI A DORMANT 
STATE, YOU, LIKE 
MILLIONS OF OTHERS, 
< WERE PROBABLY J 
\BORN WITH IT/ 

/UN FOR TU NATE LYNv 

r ITS positioning 

MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR US TO OPERATE, 
TO REMOVE IT ALL, I'D 
HAVE TO REMOVE PART 
OF THE BRAIN, TOO. 
THIS IS COMPOUN- 
DED BY THE FACT THAT 
V THE TUMOR IS 
\ MALIGNANT S 


SO IT'D JUST 
GROW BACK, EVEN 
IF YOU COULD 
^ REMOVE IT. ^ — , 


YOU SEE 
THIS CLOUDY 
AREA- IT 
REPRESENTS 
THE CANCER. 


A MEANING ^ 
I'M GOING TO 1 
DIE. ISN'T THAT 
RIGHT, DOCTOR? 
H-HOW MUCH 
TIME DO I 
L. HAVE ? 


WHEN YOU 

^ HAD YOUR COLD, ^ 
A VIRUS ENTERED 
YOUR SYSTEM- USUALLY, 
THE BODY COMBATS A 
VIRUS WITH A NUMBER 
V OF DIFFERENT > 
\ — DEFENSES. 


/ BUT AS YOUR \ 
/ COLD GOT WORSE, A 
IT DEVELOPED INTO 
AN EARLY STAGE OF 
PNEUMONIA. AS THE 
VIRUS GREW STRONGER 
IT TRIGGERED THE 
LATENT CELLS OF 
V THE CANCER / 
V TO GROW. / 


MALIGNANT. 


TERRY 

SQUEEZES 

WANDA 

EVEN 

HARDER. 


at its . 

7 CURRENT RATE > 
OF GROWTH, ABOUT 
TWO MONTHS, BUT 
THERE IS A SERIES OF 
PROCEDURES THAT 
* CAN SLOW THE j 
X. SPREAD OF IT. jA 
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ii S: ^ 


HER FRIENDS PRY NO 
FURTHER AS SHE 
MUSTERS A WEAK SMILE, 
SAYING SHE'LL BEALL 
RICH T, BEFORE L EA VlNG. 


WHIL E ARRANGING FOR CYAN TO STAY 
WITH CLOSE FRIENDS WANDA TELLS 
THEM ONLY THAT SHE NEEDS SOME 
TIME ALONE TO SORT THINGS OUT 


HER GUARDGOES 
DOWN THE 
MOMENT SHE 
ARRIVES HOME . 




SO DOES 
SHE \ 


■ ••••>• 





DAYS 

LATER 


gut x 

THOUGHT 

you vveflg" 


G*ANNig? 


W BUND? V 
f I AM. IT WAS I 
' JUST A JOKE, 1 
AL. YOU'VE BECOME 
SO SERIOUS 
SINCE YOU MOVED 
TO HEAVEN. 
REMEMBER HOW , 
L YOU USED TO / 
Sk MAKE ME / 
Lk LAUGH? /s* 


f Ai 9 Vf-ji J \ 

BACK SO SOON?* 
I THOUGHT YOU 
WOULD. NOW 
COME INTO THE 
LIGHT SO I 
CAN SEE YOU > 
V BETTER. y 


r I MISS > 
THAT part 
OF YOU, WHY 
HAS THAT DlS- 

. Appeared? 


r j DoN't 
KNOv*- 8U T 
THAT‘S FACT 
Of I’M 
V. HERE, a 


* LAST JS5U£ 










f A FPi£NP v 

tolp Me to l 

FINRlNHER 
PEACE- SOMETHiiJS 
CAlMlNG- YoU 
ALWAYS SAVE ME 

inost feeur^s j 

L WHfN 1 WAS X 

^ Auve. 


/ IF I CAN \ 
' HELP BRING \ 
YOUR LAUGHTER. 
IT'D MAKE MY 
DAY. IT'S TOO EASY 
TO FORGET WHAT'S 
REALLY 

V IMPORTANT A 
\ IN LIFE. y\ 


yT SO I'D ^ 
r LIKE TO ASK ^ 
YOU A FAVOR. 
COULD YOU GO 
SEE TERRY?”GIVE 
HIM SOME 
HOPE FOR TO- 
V MORROW?^ 


r j see 

HOW I TOOK 

that for 

. GRAHTep. 


TERRY? 


we all 

DO THAT, 
CHILD. IT'S 
PART OF 
BEING 
HUMAN. 


W YEAH. ^ 
THINGS HAVE 
REALLY BEEN TOUGH 
ON HIM AND WANDA 
SINCE HE GOT SICK. 
THE DOCTORS 
► SAY... 

L "iSTEN 

f r YOU'RF^ff^ 

AN ANGEL . ^ 
YOU PROBABLY 1 
ALREADY KNOW M 
WHY HE'S / 
. DYING. A 


flu? ybd 
SAY? 


• „klA 








LATER THAT 
WEEK... 


r THE DOCTORS ^ 
SAY YOUR 
MEDICATION (S 
HELPING CONTROL 
THE SWELLING A 
BIT, ISN'T THAT a 
GREAT? A 


BUT THE SIDE ^ 
EFFECTS ARE SCREWING 
UP THE REST OF YOUR BODY. 
YOU HAVE TO FIGHT IT, BABY. 
DON'T GIVE IN. NOT NOW. 

I NEED YOU TOO MUCH. 

> SO DOES CYAN. ^ 


x-^TELL CYAN I MISS ^ 
/ HER. I LOVE HER— AND 

( YOU MAYBE I F I'D BEEN 

R _ A BETTER HUSBAND 
S ' NONE OF THIS > 
— HUSH/J WOULD— AftK 

'"YOU DIDN'T < C ML 
HAVE CONTROLS ■ / 

over th is, it i m-j&smy M 
rs N'T YOUR J ■SsjBWiSK^Y 
^ FAULT. a if-:A ?#' 


WANDA STAYS AT 
HIS BEDSIDE AS 
MUCH AS SHE CAN, 
TRYING TO KEEP 
HIS SPIRITS UP 
WITH EACH VISIT- 
MANY TIMES THE 
NURSES JUST LET 
HER STAYTHROUGH 
THE NIGHT. 


exhausted 

THIS NIGHT 
AS WELL, 

SHE SLEEPS, 
UNAWARE OF 
THE SENTINEL 
BESIDE HER. 







TERRY USED 
TO BE HIS 
BEST FRIEND 


TERRY STOLE HIS 
WIFE FROM HIM. 
GAVE HER THE 
CHILD HE NEVER 
COULD. PROTECTED 
THE MAN WHO 
ORDERED HIS DEA TH. 


WHYSHOULD 
HE HELP HIM-- 
ESPECIALLY 
NOW, WHEN 
HIS SYMBIOTE 
IS BEHAVING 
SO ERRATICALLY. 


BUT NO MORE 


SINCE COMING 
BACK FROM THE 
DEAD ASA 
HELLSPAWN. AL 
HAS DISCOVERED 
HIS FRIEND'S 
TRUE SIDE. 


THAT OF A 
TRAITOR. 


COG TOLD HIM TO RELAX. 
NOT USE HIS POWERS. 


SO WHY DID 
HE COME? 


AND HE WONT. 
NOT FOR HIM. 

HE'S NOT WORTH 
GOING TO HEL L FOR. 


/: ™ and why did 

mi HE SAVE TERRY 
AWHILE BACK?* 


MAYBE HE DID WANT 
TO HELP... BUT NOT 
TO THE EXTENT OF 
MAKING THAT KIND OF 
SACRIFICE. NOT FOR 

TERRY. I 1 

CONFUSED r ■ 
OE£P*| HE LEAVES. 


id 
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WHY WERE THEY LOOKING 
AWAY FROM HER— 
AVOIDING EYE CONTACT? 


T RIGHT, 


ELAINE..,? IS 
SOMETHING 
THE MATTER? 


r IT CAME SO 
FAST, WANDA. 
WE COULDN'T 
STOP IT. BY THE 
TIME Dk, CURTIS 
„ GOT TO HIM. -/ 















ARTIFICIAL LY^Kf^sSS*^ 
WE CAN KEEP 
HIM ALIVE ^■fcSSKJS; 
INDEFINITELY- ^■KI^Xx 
IF HE DOESN'T /" 

. WORSEN. /MEANING 
fe^ -S he'll never 

^fi^SL com ourof 


NOT 

NECESSARILY. 


THE WEB OF MACHINERY 
HOOKED 70 HER HUSBAND 
PAINTS AN UGLY PICTURE. 


ITS A LIFE SUPPORT 
SYSTEM... BEATING I 
RHYTHMICALLY... / 
HELPING TERRY L 
BREATHE. O 


WH - WHAT'S 
HAPPENING 
TO HIM? 


YVE TRIED TO 
CALL, BUT,.. 


A COMA. N 
r HE LOST CONSCIOUS- 
NESS A FEW HOURS 
AGO- WE'VE RUN A 
FEW PRELIMINARY 
SCANS. IT DOESN'T 
L. LOOK GOOD. ^ 


I SAID 
WHAT'S ’ 
WRONG?! 


THERE'S BEEN 
EXTENSIVE 
BRAIN 
DAMAGE. HE 
CAN'T EVEN 
BREATHE A 
ON HIS A 
v OWN. ^Afii 


mw t m 




PARTS OF HIS 
’BRAIN HAVE SHUT 
DOWN, HAVE STOPPED 
SENDING CERTAIN 
MESSAGES. THERE WAS 
A LACK OF OXYGEN UP 
THERE FOR OVER TWO 
MINUTES, WHICH 
CAUSED MOST OF 
THE DAMAGE. 

I'M TRULY SORRY,’ 
MS. BLAKE, BUT AT THIS 
POINT THERE'S VERY 
LITTLE WE CAN DO. 








AS THE DA YS PASS, 
MORE DETAILS 
BECOME CLEAR. 


"... BUT THE 
CHANCE FOR ANY 
NORMALITY IS 
GONE, IF HE 
DOES WAKE FROM 
THIS, HE WON'T BE 
THE SAME . EXPECT 
LIMITED MOTOR 
FUNCTIONS, IF 
NOT PARALYSIS. 
HE WON'T KNOW 
HIS OWN NAME , 


THE SAD 
PROGNOSIS 
DOES NOT 

change. 


" THAT'S NOT 
TAKING INTO 
ACCOUNT THE 
CANCER, WHICH 
WE CAN'T STOP. 
I'M SORRY, 

MS. BLAKE. 1 
WISH I COULD 
BE MORE 
HOPEFUL . " 


TERRY WON'T 
SEE HIS 
DAUGHTER 
GROW INTO 
A WOMAN. 


" IT'S NOT YOUR 
FAULT, DOCTOR. 
CAN I.,. CAN I 
BE ALONE WITH 
HIM, PLEASE. " 


CYAN WON'T 
EVER BOUNCE 
ON HER 
DADDY'S 
KNEE AGAIN. 


AND WORSE- 
CYAN MIGHT 
NOT EVEN 

remember 

HER FATHER 
WHEN SHE'S 
OLDER. 


AS FOR WANDA, SHE'LL 
NOT HAVE THE CHANCE TO 
GROW OLD WITH A MAN 
SHE SO DESPERATELY LOVES. 
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HE TORTURES HIM SELT 
CONSTANTLY WITH HIS 
UNREAL t$TIC HOPES 
THAT HE CAN GET HER 
BACK AGAIN. 


NOT ANYMORE. FOR 
THE SECOND TIME , SHE 
WILL OUTLIVE HER 
HUSBAND -- ONE, KILLED 
IN THE L INE OF DUTY FIVE 
YEARS AGO. AND NOW 
ANOTHER, BEING EATEN 
ALIVE BY CANCER. 


SO SHE RETREATS INWARD, SHUTTING 
HERSELF OFF FROM EVERYTHING. 
EVERYONE. IT'S THE ONLY WAY SHE 
HAS TO HANDLE HER PAIN: 


A T THE TENDER AGE OF 
TWENTY- NINE, WANDA 
SHOULD BE FULL OF LIFE, 
LOOKING FORWARD TO 
EACH NEW PAY AND ITS 
ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES. 


...TO BECOME COMPLETELY 
NUMB TO ITALL . 


JUST LIKE HIM. 
HE'S LOST THE 
PRECIOUS THINGS, 
TOO. 


iiV / 











IT'S ALL 
7 HATS LEFT. 
FALSE HOPE. 


AND A LOVE 
THAT'S 

NEVER WANED 


FOREVER. 


YOU, WAN PA 


EVEN IF 17 COSTS 


ii HIM AU HfS 
REMAINING HOPE. 


AS THE FIRST 
JOL T IS 

UNLEASHED ; HE 
TELLS HIMSELF 
THIS ISN'T ABOUT 
TERRY. ITS 
ABOUT WANDA. 


THAT LOVE 
IS TO BECOME 
A CURSE. 


THE ONE 
WORD 

CONTINUES TO 
HAUNT HIM. 
FOREVER . 


HE STILL 
REMEMBERS 
THE TEARS 
IN HER EYES, 
AND THE 
LOVE SHE 
GAVE HIM. 


BECAUSE HE'D 
PROMISED HER, 
ON THEIR 
HONEYMOON. TO 
ALWAYS KEEP 
HER HAPPY. 














7 HEY'LL NEVER BE 
TOGETHER AGAIN. 
SO ALL THAT 
MATTERS !S HER 
HAPPINESS- AND 
HIS PROMISE. 


ITS TIME HE 


OtyO 


HE HESITATES, 
THEN HEARS THE 
WORD AGAIN: 


I FOREVER f 


THEN HE'S GONE... 
VANISHED TO GOD 
ONLY KNOWS WHERE. 


SPAWN BARELY 
NOTICES. 
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^OW,NOf ^ 
I'VE GOT A 
FLAT LINE IN 
v ROOM 207.' , 


THOSE 

SCREAMS 


They've been 

TRAINED FOR 
EVERY SITUA- 
TION POSSIBLE, 
THESE NURSES. 


OR SO 

THEY 

THINK. 


ELAINE, > 
GRAB A 
CRASH CART 
AND COME 
WITH ME- 
STAT/ 


PLEASE, CAN 
SOMEBODY 
HELP MY 
. WIFE. .? . 


THE STAFF 
WILL SEARCH 
FOR ANSWERS 
TO THIS 
MIRACULOUS 
EVENT. 


1 THINK 
SHE'S 
FAINTED 


THEY 

WON'T FIND 
ANY CLUES. 
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PART 2 








ESTINY. 

. ' SOME BELIEVE THAT, 

FROM THEIR FIRST MOMENT 
k OF EXISTENCE, LIFE AS 
% THEY KNOW IT HAS BEEN 
PREORDAINED. THAT 
ETERNITY IS CONTROLLED BY 
\t FORCES TOO GREAT FOR 
HUMANS TO EVER UNDERSTAND. 


WE THINK AS WE 
DO, ACT AS WE DO 
ASA RESULT OF 
WHA T L IES WITHIN . 
A SEED HAS BEEN 
PLANTED IN EACH 
OF US. Mown WILL 
GROW DEPENDS ON 
THE INDIVIDUAL . 


THOUGH THE BODY EVENTUALLY 
DIES, THE SOUL MOVES ON. 

ITS ESSENCE IS THE TRUE VALUE 
OF EACH OF US, AN ESSENCE 
MEASURED BY THE SOUL'S 
ORIGINAL POTENTIAL AND 17$ 
RESULTING CONDITION AFTER 
A LIFETIME OF INDIVIDUAL CHOICE. 


THAT VALUE IS WHAT 
THE LORDS OF THE 
AFTERLIFE ARE MOST 
INTERESTED IN, 








THERE ARE ONLY 
TWO POSSLBL E 
OUTCOMES. 
heaven 

OR HELL . 


BY THIS POINT , ; WE ARE 
LOCKED UPON, NOT AS 
WHAT WE WERE AT 
DEATH, BUT AS WHAT 
WE MAY YET BECOME. 


IN TERMS 
OF BOTH 
GOOD AND 
EVIL . 


At DEATH, EACH BEING MAKES THE same voyage, 
WITH FRAGMENTED MEMORIES SPINNING IN THE VOID 
THOSE SCATTERED IMPRESSIONS SHINE LIKE BEACONS, 
SENDING AN UNDOCTORED RESUME OF 
THAT INDIVIDUAL . 


IT'S FROM THIS 
INFORMATION THAT 
WE ARE DEALT OUR 
FINAL JUDGMENT 
OUR DESTINY. 


■ >1 , 
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7 HE PICKS ARE BASED ON 
PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS. 
GETTING TO HEAVEN DOES NOT 
INDICATE A SPIRITS 'GOODNESS 
ANYMORE THAN A SENTENCE 
TO HELL MEANS THERE IS AN 
•evil NESS I — tzt : 


SOMETIMES THE DECISION 
IS MADE STRICTLY TO 
PREVENT THEOTHERSIDE 
FROM ACQUIRING ANOTHER 
VALUABLE PROPERTY. 


IT’S UP TO GOD - ■ OR 
SATAN- TO EXPLOIT 
EACH INDIVIDUAL'S 
STRENGTHS... 


... OR 

WEAKNESSES 


FOR HELL. THE 
TWO EASIEST 
ARE ALWAYS 
REVENGE OR 
LOVE, 


ITS THE LATTER 
THAT DAMNED 
At SIMMONS. 


4 WITH HEAVEN AND HELL 


' ALTERNATING CHOICES 

1 

' FROM AN ENDLESS POOL 

A . 

>r-“" 

' OF HUMANITY. 

-C_ . 












Deep in Manhattan's 

BOWERY, IT STIRS... l 


... IF THE 
BALANCE 
OF THINGS 
WERE TO 
SUP 
EVER SO 
SLIGHTLY. 


IT TAKES A 
FEW SECONDS 
FOR THE 
FACTS TO 
GARNER A , 
RESPONSE. / 


DREAMING OF 
WHAT MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN AND 
WHAT MIGHT 
YET BE... 


WHAT?/ 


AND HE 
DID IT TO 
HIMSELF. 
THE 


FOR MONTHS NOW, THE 
CLOWN HAS BEEN TRYING TO 
PROVE TO HIS HELLISH FORMER 
MASTER THAT THE NEW SPAWN, 
LIKE ALL THE OTHERS, IS 
UNWORTHY OF SUCH VAST 
POWER. p 


THE PROPER 
LEADERS OF 
HELL'S ARMY, HE 
CONTENDS, ARE 
THOSE BORN AND 
BRED IN THE 
BLACK ABYSS. 


NOW, HIS POINT 
HAS BEEN 

VAL I DAT ED. 


V 

V7//7 n f 


y f if / Ms if! 
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THEN 

COMESA 

THOUGHT 


I n \ SIMMONS^ 

• 1 f S BACK IN ^ 
ITt 1 / HELL, BUT 

' ' L / fS DIDN'T PUT 

/ HIM THERE/ 

— HE SCREWED HIM- 
SELF UP, LIKE A LOT OF 
fyJHE OTHERS DID. A 


- AND WITH 
IT, THE LOSS 
OF ANY JOY. 


FROLICKING WITH 
SOIL ED DISCARDS i 
AND ROTTED * 

GARBAGE. HIS 
CELEBRATION ,< 


K SO ^ 

MALEBOLGlA 
WILL JUST FIND 
ANOTHER IN A 
. CENTURY OR 
V TWO- ^ 


r I NEED 
TO PROVE 
THAT TO HIM 
ONCE AND 
FOR ALL... 


r THAT'S not 
WHAT I WANTED, n 

HE NEEDS TO SEE • 

THAT NO HUMAN 
SHOULD BE CHOSEN IT’S N 
t EVER AGAIN. HIS OWN 

CHILDREN 

iiltai WHO SHOULD 
" LEAD. WE ARE 

-g ■ im. the true 

? EVIL. A 


,„AND 
I KNOW 
JUST 
WHERE TO 
START. 



K, : 
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AFTERNOON 
MS. BLAKE. 


HELLO, DOCTOR 
YOU SAID 
YOU WANTED 
TO SEE ME. _ 


Af FEW 

DAYS 

LATER... 


ftEGlSTBATION 


SO 

WHAT 

DOES 

THAT 

MEAN? 


s' YES. I JUST RECEIVED^- 
THE RESULTS OF THE LATEST 
TESTS. AND TO BE QUITE 
HONEST THIS WHOLE SITUA- 
TION HAS EVERYONE 
N. COMPLETELY STUMPED^ 

s THERE'S NO MORE \ 

' EVIDENCE OF CANCER \ 
ANYWHERE IN HIS BODY. \ 
AS A MATTER OF FACT, THE \ 
AREA OF HIS HEAD WHICH 
WAS AFFECTED IS ; 

CLEANER THAN NORMAL, / 

WE'VE RUN EVERY DIA©- / 
„ NOSTIC I CAN THINK /if 
V OF. EACH RESULT / / 
IS NEGATIVE, y 1 


^ CALL IT A 
MIRACLE, BUT TERRY 
IS IOOY. CURED. SO, 
UNLESS EITHER ONE 
OF YOU HAS ANY 
N. OBJECTIONS... 



... I'M 
RELEASING 
HIM TOMORROW. 
IT'S TIME HE WENT 
HOME TO HIS 
FAMILY. 


THANH YOU. 
DOCTOR. AND 
IF YOU DON'T 
MIND, I'D LIKE 
TO TELL HIM 
MYSELF. 






^ CYAN’S N 
GOING TO 
BE SO HAPPY 
TO SEE HER 
DADDY BACK 
t HOME. > 


/ JUST \ 
/ KNOWING I'LL \ 

f get to see her 

PRETTY FACE AS 
SHE GROWS UP-- 
AND YOURS AS WE 
GROW OLDER" MAKES 

Anything i'll have 

v TO BEAR FROM 
\ NOW ON SEEM * 
\ EASY. 


A 1 CAN'T 
BELIEVE HOW 
GOOD SHE 
BEHAVED AT THE 
HOSPITAL EACH 
TIME. SHE 
X SURE... A 


FRIENDS. 


1 A THRONG 

OF PEOPLE WHO 
NEVER BELIEVED 
A WORD OF THE 
MURDER ACCUSA- 
TIONS GATHER 
NOW TO WELCOME 
HIM HOME. 


The drive home 

FOUND THEM WITH 
LITTLE TO SAY, AND, AS 
TERRY WIPED A FEW 
TEARS FROM HIS WIFE'S 
CHEEK, THE TWO OF THEM 
FELL SILENT. LOVING 
GLANCES SPOKE FOR 
THEM... OF AWE, AND 
RELIEF, AND THE 
CERTAINTY THAT BEING 
WITH EACH OTHER 
MEANS MORE THAN 
ANYTHING. 


TERRY LOOKS AT 
EACH OF THEM 
AND SMILES. 
HE'LL NEVER 
AGAIN TAKE TRUE 
FRIENDSHIP 
FOR GRANTED. 






AND DREAM 

About people 
and things. 


THINGS 

HAUNTING 


THINGS 

FAMILIAR 


AND EVEN WHILE INVOLVED 
IN CONVERSATIONS WITH 

everyone in reach, 

HE CAN'T SEEM TO STOP 
GAZING AT JUST ONE 
SIGHT -* HIS WIFE. 


HOURS LATER, HE 
FALLS INTO A DEEP 
SLEEP. BEING IN 
HIS OWN BED 
BRINGS A CERTAIN 
COMFORT- THE 
SECURITY 70 

RELAX. 


Terry goes on 

GRINNING BROADLY 
FOR THE REST OF 
THE EVENING. 


HE MAKES SURE 
CYAN DOESN'T 
FEEL FORGOTTEN 
BY RIDING HER ON 
HIS SHOULDERS 
MOST OF THE 
TIME. 


ITSELF, OVER 
AND OVER. 













YOU 

MEAN 

GOD^ 


^ YOU KNOW, THE 
REAL WEIRD THING 
About all this is 
that I felt SOME 
SORT OF PRESENCE 
OVER ME, BACK 
. AT THE HOSPITAL . 


^ AT LEAST I DON'TX 
NO... THINK SO. IT WAS 
aMOTE LIKE... LIKE...V 

7 OL", FORGET 
( IT. I’M JUST 
\ RAMBLING. 


' NO YOU RE 
NOT. I KNOW 
WHO IT WAS 
'CAUSE I SENT 
HIM MYSELF 
„ IT WAS AL . 


A" THEY CALL X 
WHAT HAPPENED 
TO YOU A MIRACLE. 
THEY'RE RIGHT. AL 
SOMEHOW GAVE YOU 

your life back, you 

-^REMEMBER THAT/ 

/*■ BUT IT’S^' 
( KINDA FUNNY, 
V YOU KNOW. 


WHAT 
DID YOU 
SAY? 


/ SURE . > 

WHEN I 
HEARD YOU'D 
BEEN HURT, I 
ASKED HIM TO 
HELP IF HE 
V COULD. / 


WHAT 

15? 


/ WELL, AL. X 
f HE SEEMED SO \ 
TORTURED ABOUT \ 
HIS NEW EXISTENCE, 
SAID HE WASN'T 
WORTHY OF HIS 
POWERS. I CAN'T 
EVEN IMAGINE 
WHAT IT’S LIKE BEING 
ONE OF GOD'S CHOSEN 
.ANGELS, BUT HE 
\ PROVED HIMSELF / 
\ BY HELPING / 
\ YOU. S 








WITH ALL CONCEPT OF 
TIME OBLITERATED, 
SPAWNS ETHEREAL WT 
PRESENCE BREAKS *?■ 
THE BLACK VEIL . 


A YEAR? 
A DAY? 

A SECOND? 


NO ONE KNOWS HOW MUCH 
TIME THE SOULS TRANSITION 
TAKES, BUT DEATH MAKES IT 

INEVITABLE. 


AT THAT POINT, 
THERE IS ONE 
RULE ADHERED 
TO BY BOW SIDES 


"THOSE SOULS WHO 
SHALL RETURN TO THE 
AFTERLIFE PAST THE 
INITIAL ENTRY WILL FOR- 
EVER BE REMANDED TO 
THEIR FIRST LORD. " 


IN SHORT, SPAWN HAS i 
RETURNED TO HELL . 



VA, 

£'■ V 

IB* S-.C- 









TO COMPLETE THE ODYSSEY, 
HiS SPIRIT NESTLES ONCE 
MORE INTO THE FORM IT 
INHABITED MOST RECENTLY. 


THOUGH HE DOESN'T 
RECALL THE EVENTS 
FOL L OWING HIS FIRST 
DEATH, WHAT HE SEES 
APPEARS unfam/l IAR 


STRETCHED 
NOW BEFORE 
HIM ISA VAST 
WASTELAND- 
HELL'S 
SECOND 
LEVEL. 


AN ENEMY HAS 
TRESPASSED 
IN THEIR 
SACRED LANDS 


ASA FORMER 
VISITOR TO 
ANOTHER , 
HIGHER LEVEL, 
HIS PRESENCE 
IS ACKNOWLEDGED 
IMMEDIATELY: 










They appear out of 

NOWHERE... GNATS... 
THAT GAPING WOUND 
IN HIS FACE , NO LONGER 
TIED SHUT, ALLOWS 
THEM TO DIG DEEPLY. 


IT'S ONLY 
THE START. 


WHILE HE'S DISTRACTED , 
THE GROUND ITSELF 
JOINS THE FRAY, SWAL - 
LOWING ONE LEG AND 
HOLDING IT IN A DEATH 
GRIP. 


ANOTHER WAVE CON- 
VERGES, SCREAMING 
PAST THE CLOAKED 
HERO. SUDDENLY, THEY 
SNATCH A FEW OF HIS 
CAPES TENDRILS. 


THEN, BURROWING 
UNDERGROUND, 
THE LEATHERY 
CREATURES 
DISAPPEAR. 


THEIR ATTACK 
IS FAR FROM 
RANDOM, HE 
REALIZES. 


THE HELL SPAWN 
IS NOW PULLED 
TAUT AS A 
STAKED TENT. 


w r 







eir *i ^ 


v V 

m M , w—*. 
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INTRUDERS WILL 
NOT BE PERMITTED 
EVEN THOSE FROM 
OTHER LEVELS. 


YET, WITHOUT 
THE HYBRIDS, 
THEY CANNOT 
LIVE. 


THE UNHOLY L A WS 
REQUIRE THE 
STRAINS REMAIN 
PURE, 


HYBRIDS WILL 


ONLY DESTROY ' H 
THEIR UTOPIA. 


and so, INTRUDERS that 
HAVE TRIED TO CROSS THE 
VOID INTO THE NEXT LEVEL 
ARE PUT 70 A PURPOSE 
BEFORE THEY DIE THE 
DEATH OP HELL. 


.V'L-UV’t 


B. 

-«■- 

im 

■ i 

if 

i ■ 

ii 
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rJT' 
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Insanity 

SPIRALLING AROUND 
HIM , SPAWN TRIES 
70 KEEP A GRIP, 
EVEN AS THE 
WEIGHT OP THE 
DEMON HORDE 
PREPARES TO 

suffocate HIM. 


THROUGH 
THE CRACKS, 
THE SMALL 
ONES GET 
THERE FIRST. 


■ i x f * I l / r J 1 , 


AS HIS 

VISION BEGINS 
TO BLUR, AL 
SIMMONS 
WONDERS WHAT 
HE DID TO DESERVE 
THIS FATE- THIS 
CURSE OF THE 
SPAWN. 


WAS IT THE —P a . -y 

KIL L INGS ? HE WAS ONL Y 

hmJ following 

ORDERS, 

A ; X\ HE THINKS. 


TOTAL 

DAMNATION 
FOR ANY 
MURDERER, 
THAT'S WHAT 
IT MUST BE. 


THEY ARE 
NOWHERE. 
THEY ARB 
EVERYWHERE 


fighting EACH P 


SO HE GIVES IN 
AND GOES LIMP, 
JUST AS THE 
PARCHED LAND 
GOES BLACK. 


POSITION 



si 

- * 


™ P i m * _■ ■ - 

iiau, l ■ « 

• ■p •• 






BUT HELL, LIKE 
HEAVEN, WAS 
NEVER MEANT 
FOR MAN TO 
UNDERSTAND. 


IT'S A PLACE OF 
PAIN. HORROR. 
ANGUISH. FAR 
BEYOND ANYTHING 
POSSI81 E ON EARTH. 


A M 


YET, AS ON 
EARTH, A 
PECKING 
ORDER HAS 
EVOLVED -ONE 
PREDICATED 
ON SIZE. NOT 
SURPRISINGLY, 
RESENTMENT 
EXISTS. 


£A PILLAR 
Of THEIR 

REMAINS 


THEY FOUND 
HIM FIRST, 
THE SMALL 
ONES DID. 


THEY LL NOT 
LEAVE HIM 
BEHIND. 


... LEAVING 
JUST AN 
EXPOSED 
TIP. 









NECROPLASM. concocted 

AN INFINITY AGO IN HELL'S 
DARKEST REACHES, IT SERVES 
MANY USES ON MANY LEVELS. 


IN MAL EBOLGfA '$ 
REALM, IT'S WHAT 
HIS WARRIORS 
ARE MADE OF. 


BUT HERE, THE PLASM HAS 
ANOTHER PURPOSE- FOOD. 
WITHOUT TRESPASSERS TO 
FEAST ON, THE INHABITANTS 
WOULD HAVE PERISHED 
LONG AGO . 


THEIR CALORIES. 
THEIR JUICES. 


NOW FULLY EXPOSED FOR THE 
TAKING, SPAWN'S HEAD WAS 
THE ULTIMATE PRIZE.., THOUGH 
NOT HIM AS MUCH AS 
WHA T MADE HIM ; 


SO, EACH VICTIM 
BECAME THEIR 
VITAL NOURISHMENT. 


THEIR SWEET 
NECTAR. 











SPAWN WILL 
HAVE NONE OF 
IT. IF HE IS TO 
D/E HERE , THEN 
HE MEANS TO 
TAKE AS MANY 
OF THEM W/TH 
HIM AS POSSIBLE 


HE THOUGHT HE'D 
JUST GIVE UP AND DIE. 
HE CHANGED HIS MIND 


Lt. COLONEL AL 
SIMMONS HAS 
ONE MORE 
FIGHT LEFT 
IN HIM . 


GREEN ENERGY 
CRACKLES. SINCE 
HE'S A PRISONER 
OF HELL, WHAT 
DOES SPAWN CARE 
ABOUT CONSERVING 
HIS POWERS ANY 
LONGER ? 


FOR A HUNDRED i 
MILES THE SKIES V 


TURN GREEN 


IT'S HIS WAY OF 
EXORCIZING HIS 
OWN PERSONAL 
DEMONS. 


H/S WIFE tS LOST 
TO HIM. i 


SHEER ANGER IS ALL 
THAT COMES FROM - 
THAT THOUGHT. 


* 

W I 


Wi X 

AL* 













tWON, TO 0AT 




EASING 

once again 

THE TRUE SPIRIT 


1 OF THE WARRIOR 

A „ ** 'L I I A* W 1 I 


Srf** PETRIFIED DEBRIS, 

' HE STANDS READY 
■ FOR ATTACK. 





FOOD. THAT'S 
ALL SPAWN 
iS 70 THE 

charging 

MONSTROSITY. 


SOMETHING TO 
FEED ITS 
CRAVINGS. NO 
MATTER THE 
SOURCE. 


ITS OWN 

slaves often 

FILL THE BILL . 


YbU'ee 60 

Y- 


...Crtoytfc 

oH TH($ 


L IKE SOME CRAZED 
TARZAN, SPAWN CLIMBS 
ATOP HIS KILL . FROTHING 
AT THE MOUTH, HE LETS 
RIP A NOISE NO HUMAN 
COULD POSSIBLY 
CONCEIVE OF. 






^1 




^ 7 

— * 

Wf SOUND, 


AUDIBLE OUT TO 


THE DESERT, IS 

■" J. 

CUT SHORT WHEN 


THE HELLSPAWN 


ABRUPTLY ; 

* '■ - 

EVAPORATES. 






BALLOON' 
BALLOON ' 


~ C’MON, X 
HONEY / 
TIME TOGO 
HOME. THANK 
MEGAN FOR 
INVITING 
YOU TO HER . 
v PARTY. / 


Elsewhere 

IN TIME.., 


OKAY, 
GO GRAB 
ONE. 


THERE 
YOU ARE 
DEAR, 
SWEET 
CYAN. 


YOU'RE FUNNY 


THANK BYE- BYE. A 
YOU. I'LL SEE YOU 
SOON. . 


went fust as 
J7’d planned. My 
Uttte <jpaww Has i 
met picked up 
tuefirstof Ms 
^ new gifts. 

r Unknowingly, 

Ik ^ of course, • 


more pieces 
and my '0rim 
■Reaper 'wiil be 
ready. Enjoy 
yowrnext level 
■SinmiOMS. 












image 
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Fragmented into a thousand 

SECTIONS SPREAD ALL ACROSS THE 
NINE LEVELS, THE CATACOMBS OF 
HELL OFFER EVERY VARIANT OF 
MACABRE SCENERY IMAGINA8L E. 


\ 

THIS IS ONE SUCH SLIVER. 


IT HAS BEEN CALLED BY 
MANY NAMES, THIS 
NIGHTMARE PLACE, AND 
YET IT REMAINS 
NAMELESS, OWING TO 
THE LIMITS OF THE 
HUMAN TONGUE, 

THE FRAGILITY OF 
THE HUMAN MIND. 



7 HE FOURTH. 


AND IN SOME 
DARK, VILE 
CORNER OF 
SATAN'S PLAY- 
GROUND , THE 
DAMNED 
WHISPER OF 
WHAT IS 
POSSIBLY THE 
HARSHEST 
LEVEL OF ALL ■ 


EARTH’S CURRENT 
HELISPAWN IS ABOUT 
TO BECOME ITS 
NEWEST VICTIM. 


! 


•t 





AL SIMMONS 
IS SLAMMED 
TO A STARTLING 
HALT. 


THEN FEELS 
HtM$ELF 
BEING TIED 
DOWN- 


HANDS 

FIRST. 


THEN 

FEET. 


HEADING WHERE? < 

THE GREAT VOID 
ISN'T GIVING ANY ; 
SENSE OF PERSPECTIVE. 


And that, 

SIMPLY PUT. IS 
WHY THIS PLACE 
IS FEARED. 


« 


HERE, HUMANITY'S 
GREATEST SINS 
AND ATROCITIES 
ARE LAID OUT TO 
BE WITNESSED BY 
THE UNFORTUNATE 
FEW.., BEFORE 
EVEN THIS BECOMES 
MUNDANE. IT'S NOT 
WHAT IS SEEN 
THAT MAKES THIS 
DOMAIN SO 
HELLISH- BUT 
WHAT IS FELT. 




HIS MIND 
TELLS HIM 
HE'S FALLING. 


/X 


TO WIT ■ 


SOME 
TWISTED 
CRUCIFIXION 
IN A SPIRALLING 
VACUUM. 


HIS PERSONAL 
TORMENT 
CONTINUES. 








WHATEVER HE 
HIT- - WHATEVER 
P/NS HIM - FEELS 
TANGIBLE. ; 

FORMIDABLE, 

HIS EYES TELL ,'i 

HIM OTHERWISE. 


Struggle 

AS HE MAY, 
HtS INV/SIBLE 
BONDS HOL D 

FAST. 


A PRIVATE 
ONE : SAVED 
EXCLUSIVELY 
FOR HIM. 


~ yMAT ^ 
09 

HAWgSS 


THEN, THE NO/SE 
HIS FIRST CLUE, 
AND THE SECOND 
PAIN. 


THIS? 


IT GROWS 
SHARPER AS 
THE SYMBIOTIC 
COSTUME, 
ATTACHED TO 
HIS NECROPLASMtC 
NERVES, BEGINS 
TO PEEL ITSELF 
FROM US HOST. 


DETACHMENT. HE’S 
BEEN THROUGH IT ONCE 
BEFORE, ON EARTH. 


HE PRAYED HE'D 
NEVER HAVE TO LIVE 
THROUGH THAT AGAIN. 
UNFORTUNATELY, 
PLEADING FOR GOD'S 
MERCY ISN'T 
PERMITTED HERE. 





W G°ov. i 
THEY S/t< f£> Ho J 
Were wA'T»Ng, 1 
?o«rY For THE deIAY. 
I WAS JUST F'M^rirHg 
OF Some (ASr-N'MUTE 
S^iV'AfO'. 


Aow... 

SirtMOtfS IS 
foJp NAME, I 
PEI 'EVE... K 
THAT FlgHT? 


I TrtiNK 


•S 0 W 7 &Z 

THAT WAS 
OH Y*?UR 
&€$*//*£. 









MY ^ 


WHAT 

t70 You WANT 

fROM (Vl£? 


To WHAf ?! ' 
YoUVe yVtTZEAPY 
WON. HELt 
s. HA5ME 


K/ YourE RiGHT- 
^ Nothing Too dYs- 
Fu NOTIONAL IN THAT 

area, it Was A Good 

ENVIRONMENT. < 


The same 
THING You WANT. 

l ANSWERS* m 



r j. pon't e'ARE 
^eout Youfi fKi&oiN 
c HAHUCiNATiONS- 


BUT You 
DIDN'T COME 
VftLUNGLY. 


r THAT'S the ^ 

You See, only when I 
You'Ve accepted what You 

APB WrLL You EVER BE AT 

peace. EMBRACE the evil 

h THAT Lives INSIPE, ITS 
r PART OF You-- Jo ST 
k like All TRfS I 

AROuNo YOU. 


r r WHAT'S HERE Jfgc 
15 PEAL , 

REAL. AND IT ALL 1 

CoM^S FROM You, THE 1 
NUTANS. YoDP CAPACITY 1 
FOR EVfL CREATED THESE 

h opr i Fro Conditions that 

AgE RECREATED here, but 
WHAT'S OF FAR GREATER 
IMPORTANCE 15 WHERE | 
L THE ACTS ARE ' 


THE StNS OP 
MSN- THEY'RE HERE- 
J. CAN SEE THEM. A 
RUGGING OVER THEPBt 

some raping, cheating 

and AffOSB IN THAT 
Corner, IT'S QGtTB 
LOVELY 







'{oiJ’fze 

Y/GopiO 


YOU CA^'T ^ 
S*E IT# YCT IT'S 1 
/Fif 0 YALL. THAT'S 
WHAT THIS PLACE — 
PS" A HolD'Ng 9 
FOP dark 1 
1 &McT(ONS, A 


HOT OU(TE. 
r Yt6# IT DOFS HAVE 
5QfrtETHfJV& To do 
WtTH lO\/E t BUT NOT 
, THE Kl^DfOU'RE 

t thinking of . a 


J.OVF OF 


peALiv? 


t THEN YOUR 1 

ClOti Vto Let's 

full That layer 

^MW>N0 

reconstruct a 
few moments 

to FROM YbUR 

f /vttx 








^ THAT was an 

NE, WASN'T IT? 

But AS TtME M<?VEP 0H r THE ^ 

habit became £V 7tfFwcWF£> 
YoUft DEStRE FOR MAYHEM _ 
DipM'T H^ED M^CH 4 
iH^L MOTIVATING- ^ ^ 


^ SoqH, W 

///Vo Casts' “ 
Were caught in tHe 
crossfire, ail THE while 
Y ou felt ABsotvfp 

BECAUSE, AS A <?OOT5 
Sow IER, You W&RE 
W FALLOW rNG Q#PER$. 


YOUR ^ 
SPECIAL kimd 
OF lOVB PS 
I /ERT RARE 
tNOEep. 


THEY 

vecorated 

YbU MANY 
Times, fop 
L H£RQi$tf. 












HOW' RE 
YOU HOLDING 
UP, TERRY? 


THEY'VE BEEN HEMMING 
AND HAWING FOR CLOSE 
TO AN HOUR NOW, THREE, 
SPECIALISTS TRYING TO / 
SOLVE ANOTHER ~ 

MEDfCAL MYSTERY.,. / • 


JUST 

PEACHY. 


BUNCHA 

QUACKS, 


^ AN INTERESTING > 
THEORY, Dr, ROLLINS, 
THOUGH IT DOESN'T 
TAKE INTO ACCOUNT 
HIS FAIRLY UNREMARK- 
ABLE GENETIC 
X MAKEUP, ^ 


/MY FEELINGS X 
/ EXACTLY MUCH \ 
f AS WE'D LIKE TO > 
QUANTIFY THIS 
MIRACULOUS RECOVERY, 
IT'S DIFFICULT TO KNOW 
HOW TO FRAME THE 
QUESTIONS. Mr. FITZ- 
GERALD, ARE YOU 
, CERTAIN THAT ALL . 
\ THE DATA WE HAVE A 
V IS CORRECT? / 


YES. WELL, \ 
/ SINCE THIS > 

PHENOMENON HAS 
ONLY BEEN DOCUMEN- 
TED IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE GOVERNMENT'S 
SUPER-HUMANS, PER- 
HAPS OUR PATIENT 
Y ISN'T WHAT HE / 
\ APPEARS. A 








^ XC YOU MUST BE X 

IMPOSSIBLE! J EXPERIENCING SOME\ 

. "/■ THING UN USUAL OTHER \ 

II THAN THE SUDDEN \ 

V .Hr greying at your I 

■ ' Jp-H TEMPLES. AFTER ALL, / 
vf f ,s&r\ YOUR CANCER HAS / 

■ Dgfe- ?\ GONE ABRUPTLY INTO/ 

XL remission. 

• L 7^THE SAME 

L=/S W( ^rgSCT7 TIME, HIS 

Wfi .•yafe ••'•v ™ neck and 

LEGINJU- 

XY RIES/TiSO 

'jt!r±j20BF. , Ts-1 •■ )'. '■ 4 VANISHED. 
^ , V; V g*k THIS IS 

WkvaWw&wlkf- BEYOND 

A;W cure '. y 


WE \ 

NEED WllUB 
MORE 1 

TESTS./ YES. 
fs. _*y MORE 
IRTV TESTS 


/ LOOK, \ 

/ DOCTORS' J \ 
f ONLY AGREED TO \ 
COME THESE PAST I 
FEW DAYS OUT OF / 
RESPECT FOR Dk ^'•v 
BUSCINO- l THOUGHT 
YOU MIGHT HAVE A 
FEW IDEAS AS TO 
WHY THIS HAPPENED. 
*vRUT YOU DON'T. ^ 


HE'S been poked, prodded 
and probed so many times 

IN THE PAST 46 HOURS HE'S 
BEGINNING 70 FEEL LIKE 
SOME U-F.O- ADEN'S HOME- 
WORK ASSIGNMENT 


rr 


TERRY F/TZGERAL D IS NOT 
GOING TO BECOME THEIR 
GUINEA PIG. r- 


THE DOCTORS DON'T 
KNOW WHAT CURED 
HIM. THEY NEVER 
WILL . ^ 

would"^ 
you 

MIND? 




,0- M' 1 hi 

i l-If 


A TYPIOAI 
REACTION FROM A 
PATIENT SUFFERING 
POST- CONFINEMENT 
STRFSS. 

EXACTLY 

WE'LL 

AWAIT YOUR 
CALL AFTER 
YOU'VE GOTTEN 
SOME REST. 


W 



A LOOK, GUYS, X ' 

LET ME MAKE THIS \_^ 
CLEAR. I'M FINISHED ] X 
HERE. IT'S OVER. /DENIAL 
. I’VE LEFT THE / IS A 
V BUILDING. FAIRLY 
COMMON 

Ur 1 1 X response. 


TOUCHE 


/ OU, I HAVE X 
ONE QUESTION. 
DO ALL SPECIALISTS 
HAVE TO BE OLD, 
i BALD AND NEAR- 

X sighted? A 


I'LL 

BEGIN A 
STUDY 







THEY WEREN'T ]OU YEAH?!> 
s, THAT BAD. Jl THOUGHT 

Kr BE A LITTLE 

l^TWORE COMPASSION- 
W V ATE AFTER MY NEAR 
^ — \ DEATH, BUT THOSE 
‘S’ \ GUYS DROVE 

- V ME CRAZY- ^ 



''THE WAY THEY TALK--' ^ 
(7 ISN'T NORMAL. BESIDES 
r DON'T TRUST ANYONE 
THAT USES WORDS BIGGER 
THAN 'BANANA', j 


A THEY'RE \ 
r JUST DOING \ 

THEIR JOB. IT'S \ 

TOO BAD THEY \ 

COULDN'T SHED r \ 

ANY LIGHT / YOU SEEM ^ 
ON YOUR 7 PERFECTLY 
\ RECOVERY, y- HEALTHY BUT 
J/A PART OF ME IS 

n STILL HAVING A 

V HARD TIME 
\ DEALING WITH 

V All this. > 



YOU'VE 

Already 

HEARD MY 
OPINION. 


r NOT THAT ' 
WHOLE 'SEXUAL 
TENSION' THING 
v AGAIN--: . 


IS THAT 
AIL YOU 
THINK 
ABOUT? 


ONLY 
WHEN I‘M 
AWAKE OR 
ASLEEP. 
THAT'S IT. 













/ IKE AN ATOMIC EXPLOSION, 
SHE ENTERS: CYAN, NAMED 
AFTER THE PUREST FORM OF 
BLUE. AS THE BLUE SKY 
BRINGS UGHT TO EVERY 
DAY, SO DOES SHE. 


LOOK/ 


HEY, 

SWEETIE, 
HOW ARE 
YOU? 


good, 

(MOMMA 


r WHAT'S THIS? > 
Ok- YOU DUG UP 
YOUR OLD SOOTHER 
DID YOU TO MAKE 
A NECKLACE, 
v PRETTY NEAT- A 


WHERE'S 
THE PUPPY, 
SHANNA? 


, GOING 
I STINKY 
POO' POO 


thanks. 


^ OKAY* 
OKAY/ 
WHERE'D 
YOU FIND 
THAT, ANY- 
„ WAYS? 


At 

HOSPITAL 


X HERE, 

LET'S GET RID 
OF THAT FILTHY 
SHOELACE 
AND TIE IT WITH 
SOME KITE 
S. STRING. jP 


*IAST ISSOE--1™. 








INSTANCE? 


WE 

NEED HIM 
BECAUSE 


\] HE KNOWS 
,\ THINGS. 
SIR. , 


Ok HEY- 
YA NEED 
SOME 
PIZZA? 


7HINGS HE 
SHOULDN'T. 


NO 

THANKS 


TAKE A 

Y LOOK AT THIS. ^ 
' IT'S A DETAILED RUN- 
DOWN OF EVERY BANK 
ACCOUNT CONTROLLED 
BY SENATOR JENNINGS' 
CAMPAIGN. IT LISTS 

k DOMESTIC AS WELL , 
AS INTERNATIONAL A 
^ HOLDINGS. SA 


s SO OUR ^ 
'DEEP THROAT' IS 
SOME GOVERN- 
MENT STIFF. 
WHAT'S THE 
V SURPRISE? ^ 


STRINGS- AS 
WE SUSPECTED 


v. 5 ^ 


7 f 


NOW EXPLAIN 
TO ME, 

WHY WE NEED TO 
BE CONCERNED 
ABOUT THIS SNITCH, 
ESPECIALLY AFTER 
HE STOOD US UP 
FOR OUR FIRST 
MEETING. WHO 
NEEDS KIM? 

IT'S THE ^ 
PAYtNG l 
CLIENTS 
THAT 
INTEREST 
ME. 


LOOK HOW IT WORKS THROUGH. 
CHIEF BANKS BLOWS HIS HEAD 
OFF. THEN, EVEN THOUGH WE 
GAVE PLENTY Of DAMAGING 
EVIDENCE TO THE PAPERS, EVERY- 
THING GETS SWEPT UNDER THE 
CARPET, LEAVING BANKS 
HANGING 

THE 5mself BY /there also such 

ifviscLr. / A FOCUS ON 

SENATOR JENNINGS? 
HE RETIRED YEARS 
AGO. IT SUGGESTS 
SOMEONE BIGGER 
IS PULLING THE 


‘ISSUE 43-T^l- LeJ 






w MEANING" 
EfTHER OUR 
MYSTERY MAN 
IS SOME 

JCRACKPOT- 


r- WE'VE GOT 
' OURSELVES 
A VERY HIGH 
PROFILE 
INFORMANT. 


^ s OKAY, SO WE HANG 

7 WITH THIS GUY A LITTLE \ 

f LONGER. I'M STILL YZ 

V CURIOUS ABOUT HOW C 

X HE found us so / 

QUICKLY. 

and 

HOW THE V 

Hell did he y x - _ 

GET OUR PHONE V* \ 

NUMBER THE I WE'LL X 
DAY IT WAS / FIND OUT VU 
y INSTALL ED?/ WEDNESDAY. J8H 


r WHO'S 
LOOKING TO 
BRING DOWN 
SOMEONE, 

. SERIOUS. 


YOU 
<3 C-N N A 
LIVE? 


SIR, GRAB 
YOUR GUN 
NOW/ 


Aw, COME ON, 
TWITCH' IT WAS 
JUST A LITTLE FART. 
BESIDES, I 
KINDA LIKE THE 
WAY IT SMELLS. 


-V - 

r 


OHMVGop[![ 


OHMTGDp f 

OHMYGQP! 


I'D APPRECIATE A 
LITTLE CONSIDERATION 
NEXT TIME, SIR.' EVEN 
HITL ER GAVE A 
WARNING BEFORE 
HE ATTACKED/ 


DETECTIVE WILLIAMS 
NONCES SOMETHING 
THING BELOW. 




WHAT 
IS IT? 


r NOW 

WHO 

COULD 

THAT 

.BE...? 


PARKED AROUND 
BACK! IT WASN'T 
THERE A FEW 
. HOURS AGO-/ 


WE'RE 
ABOUT 
TO FIND 
OUT. 


DIDN'T YOU WONDER 
WHY I WASN'T 
BOTHERED WHEN YOUR 
CAR BLEW UP?* AND 
HOW I DIDN'T BITCH 
EVEN ONCE WHEN WE 
HAD TO TAKE THOSE 
L GODFORSAKEN CABS 
WeL EVERYWHERE? -A 


YOU 
LIKE b' 

IT? / LIKE 
J>1 WHAT? 

> . ^ 




v\T A 

ygr Ji '' -jg 


-j| 

mssmr ..-Jllp 


XZ U—' ij 







■ 1 1 


/ > A 








/ WHAT 1 
' KIND OF 1 
/DfOT 
WOULD PARK 
THAT 

around 

> He#et! a 


With the 

PRACTICED 
CAUTION OF 
A FIFTEEN- 
YEAR. VET, 
TWITCH 
SWEEPS THE 
ALLEY IN 
A BEAT... 


... FINDING 
NO ONE. 


I KNEW THIS WAS \jr 1 ALWAYS 
COMING. AIN’T IT ^ DREAMED OF ONE OF ” 
A BEAUTY? A ‘55 THESE BABIES. BUT NEVER 
CHEVY. COMPLETELY HAD A GOOD ENOUGH 
REBUILT FOR HIGH REASON TO BUY ONE UNTIl 
PERFORMANCE. I NOW. IF WE’RE GOING TO 
KEPT PART OF MY BE A LEGITIMATE DETEC' 
.RESERVE CASH TO * TfVE AGENCY THEN WE 
W GET THIS. /V OUGHT TO LOOK Ti 


I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
MATURING- 


IT IS 

IMPRESSIVE 

SIR. 


THANKS . ~ 

AND, mw, SORRY 
ABOUT THOSE 
BEER -AND- PIZZA 
s. FARTS. j 












f So, we'YE ventured ^Bfr 
THROUGH VoltR FIRST 
EMOTIONAL BARRIER. I KNOW; ST'S 

QLTSTE painful to HEAR the TRUTH , 
BUT t-uOK 1 LY f M&5 T OF You HOMANS 
^ HAVE ONLY A COf/pLE OF BIG 
Al FLAWS To WoRK THROUGH. > 


' SE!EN ToUPtS ^ 

LUST For KtiLfNG. \ | 

So, WHAyJ^jTf 1 I 

^ Have You v^ 1- y soon, that t 
\ Got? How ABOUT \/ Control GRew 
NATE? Ok t 1 MoRc EXACTING. 
f You've A GfANT lfadpng to 

\ FOR THAT. tension. 

/ take JASoN fVyWM for ArgumentS- 
I EXAMPLE. WHILE He WAS „ anger. £ 
V YolIr. Bq%t, he controlled 
\ most EVERY RACKET OF 
\ Your -B uSrHESS' ^ 

> CAREER. J 


eventually- 
he found it 
NECESSARY to 

HAVE YOU 
J&URDERE& 





YbU SHOULD 
Be PROUD, 


AND THoSE 
with Special 
Aptitude-- 
like YbURSetF- 
SET A BoNt/S, 


MA L EBol BA 
tS* HAteful 
K iLLERS rate ( 

H*GH ON 
I HIS it ST- — 


J by NoW( I'M ■ 
* SURE YOU'VE SEEM ™ 
WoNOERlHG W MAT'S 
HAPPENED To IT- WHY 
IT S Not PROTECTING You 
QUITb SIMPLE. IT'S 

. Home. 


We &rq w them here 
Y ou See. WHEN THEY'RE 
FULLY FUNCTIONAL; WE 

DELIVER them to 1 

MALEBOLGfA'S EIGHTH 
LEVEL FOR 

% attachment, m 









THAT'S 


ybist 
5>MMONS 
AftE Mo 
DtFFEFENT- 


f BuT Tou 
HAVEN'T 
rfCCEPT£l> 

L THAT- 1 


BECAUSE 
OF WMM- 


ANP YQUft 
SUPPOSEP 
For 


y//i 



7 "lift 

9 '/%/K 

\m 












EE member THE 
FfRST TIME y<JU s 
SAW HER.,.? IT 
TOOK YoU NEARLY 
FOi/ft DA YS TO 
GET UP THE NERVE 
TO INTRODUCE 
YbURS'EtF. 


And after Alt that, 
ON YoUR FiiRST FEW 
DATES SH^ t>[D^'T EVEN 

Seem pa r Tr c u l ar ly 

INTEREFTFD- 


THEN, IN At MOST 

no time, A Full - 

BLOWN LOVE 
Sprouted in You 
both. You got 
Your WISH, THAT 
YOU'D SPEND THE 

Rest of your Uve r 
Together, 


before Long, that 

CHANGED, Your 

Courtship, Th^ 

Give- and * take, 

SHOWED THE 
SYMPATHIES you 

Both em.br acep. 


JT THEN I SEWeo 

their forms to my 

OWN'- A SoUVSNtR 
OF OUR TiME 
TOGETHER. 


/ please. X 
f EXCUSE THE PA f N L 

those who've ^ 
Proceeded You Begged i 
For THEiR OWN 

PKYsiCftMtY here, 

SINCE Nothing TANGIBLE 
WAS A’ROUMD to 
> ASSURE THEM THEY. 
\ STILL EXt$T&>. / 


So I 

SrttNtJEO 

THEM- J 


V after all, 
we Need To be 
reminded Of the 
. PAST. OF TfME 
LOST. _> 


■y 





jt All seemed so 
P£RF£CT t Didn't IT? so 
WHAT IF Vow COULDN'T 
FATHER ANV" CHILDREN 
SO WHAT fF YOUR SECRET 
ASSIGNMENTS TOOK YotJ 
AWAY FOR WEEKS AT A 
ume ? Love would 
CARRY you , 


YOUR LOVE for BL&OIX 
YoUR love for W/KHQA 


THEY EXPANDED SIMULTANEOUSLY. 


ONE FOUGHT THE OTHER FOR PRrMAcY 
BECAUSE LOVE, AL r NEEDS A 
CONSTANT FLOW Of Ho UR fStfMSN T 
SOMETHING had to GIVE, 


she ALSb LOVEP YOU SO 

much that she then 
Found comfort in 
another man. Your 

i FRIEND. AND, WELL, 

! HtS PLUMBING 
WORKFP THEIR 
DAUGHTER 
ALMOST MADE 
THEM FORGET 

ybu 


At first, 

WANDA MOURNED. 

HER HEART 
ACHED. A LOVtNG 
WIFE Goes 
THROUGH THAT- 


~ WHAT ^ 
Did THEY CARE 
ABOUT You, AFTER 
AU 7 THEY HAD 
EACH OTHER. TO 
CHERISH, to 
Lust after. 4 
L To Love' a 




r ,1"$ ^ 
. fAULf. 


i ‘‘■’iii •; 


SHE SAVE HER 
BOVY To HTM. 


* evetJ 
THOUGH YOU 
DO^T tt£E& 

► n any 

k LONGER r 


You'Re >| 

* RtGHT. $T>LL* * 

* ALL IHiS LoYB 1 
HAS led YOU TO 
7?/# MOMENT, DO * 
You KNOW WHY? { 

BECAUSE MAkEBoLGiA S 
ToYfHO- WfTH You— 
iETlrNS YOU BELIEVE j 
I YOU'RE STjLL I 
l 'HUMAN, j 


F You'Re 

A&c&o- 
PIHSM Hovv 

AS A CRUEL 
JOKE, HE LET 

You Keep 


THING 





An infinity away. 

IN THE BLEAKNESS OF 
HELL 'S EIGHTH LEVEL, 
A KING CACKLES. 


\A/U E 


WU\ & 


y JMy vvfcmorf ^ 

f transformation continues 

, as expected. second 

incarnation is non complete 

'Wt'tk only a bit wore 

■■ Modification, Stwwons 

;& will be veadu to take His 
>11 # 


place in belt's army 
as a General... 




PK1ITAL 

EDITION 


AUC 














HROUGH THE C EN TUR/ ES IT’S touched literally millions of lives-- 
SOME through direct contact, others merely the victims of fallout 

THEY WEREN'T EVEN AWARE OF. IT'S MERE EXISTENCE HAS CAUSED A 
RIPPLE EFFECT THAT SWALLOWED MANY WORTHY OF DEATH AND THOUSANDS 
OF INNOCENTS WHOSE ONLY 'CRIME' WAS 70 BE CAUGHT IN ITS WAKE. 


ITS TIME HAS COWfE AGAIN. IT IS NOW IN EVIDENCE FOR 
THE FIRST TIME IN NEARLY TWO HUNDRED YEARS: 

THE HELLSPAWN. AND THE CURSE HE BRINGS WITH HIM. 


AT FIRST, THE CREATURE tS DISORIENTED FROMTHE TRANSFORMATION 
AND HAS ONLY LIMITED UNDERSTANDING OF THE IMPLICATIONS. AS A 
RESULT, THE NEW SPAWN WARRIOR THINKS OF THINGS ON A PERSONAL 
LEVEL EXCLUSIVELY. TRYING DESPERATELY TO MAKE SENSE OF HIS 
RETURN FROM THE GRA VS. IT'S AT THIS TIME THE METAPHORICAL 
PESBL E HITS THE WA TER AND THE OUTWARD RtPPL (NG BEGINS. HELL 

smiles, anticipating the avalanche of souls to be del ivered 

SOON TO THE FLAMING PITS— GROWING THE ARMIES WHICH WILL ONE 
DAY OPPOSE HEAVEN. 


THE OFFICER -IN- TRAINING GRASPS NONE OF THIS. AS HE IS 
CONSUMED BY THE URGE TO REGAIN A LIFE NOW FOREVER LOST. 


ALL OF WHICH BRINGS US NOW TO THIS QUIET, NONDESCRIPT HOUSE - 
WHICH. AT FIRST GLANCE. APPEARS TO BE JUST LIKE THE OTHER 
HOUSES ON THE BLOCK. AND , IN FACT. IT tS. THOSE WHO LIVE WITHIN 
ITS WALLS ARE WHAT MAKE IT DIFFERENT. ARE WHAT MAKE IT CURSED. 

FOR THEY HAVE ^UL BEEN TOUCHED. 



TH/S ONE HAS BEEN AT THE BREA TEST DISTANCE FROM THE CREA TURE. SHE HAS HAD BUT A BRIEF 
ENCOUNTER WITH THE SPAWN WHILE HE WAS IN THE GUISE OF ANOTHER . IT'S HER MOTHER AND FATHER 
WHOVE BEEN ENMESHED IN THE TRAUMA OF HELL'S NEW WARRIOR. 


THAT SITU A TION HAS CHANGED. 

WHEN SHE FOUND IT AT THE HOSPITAL, SHE FELT THE SAME AS WHEN SHE'S GOTTEN PRESENTS AT 
CHRISTMAS. WHY? SHE DIDN'T KNOW. IT WAS ONLY A DIRTY OLD SHOELACE, BUT SHE FELT COMPELLED 
TO TURN IT INTO SOME KIND OF TREASURE. SO, SHE DUG OUT A SOOTHER SHE HADN'T USED IN OVER 
FOURTEEN MONTHS AND MADE HERSELF A NECKLACE, TONIGHT, SHE WENT BACK TO SUCKING THE 
SOOTHER, FEELING AN ATTACHMENT TO HER NEWFOUND GIFT— 

— THE SHOELACE - - 

-THE UNSUSPECTED EVIDENCE THAT SOMETHING OR SOMEONE 
HAD INTERVENED AGAINST HER FATHER'S IRREVERSA6LE ILLNESS. 

JUST DOWN THE HALL RESTS HER MOTHER. SHE WAS ONCE MARRIED TO A MAN NAMED AL 
SIMMONS, HE DIED OVER FIVE YEARS AGO, * IN DEFENSE OF HIS COUNTR Y". OR SO SHE WAS TOLD. AT 
HIS GRAVESITE, THEY GAVE HER AN AMERICAN FLAG AS A TOKEN OF HIS NATION'S GRA TITUDE. THOUGH 
THANKFUL FOR IT, SHE HELD IN HER FIST A MOMENTO OF FAR GREATER VALUE ■ 

HER WEDDING BAND. 

IT WAS NEARLY A YEAR BEFORE SHE PUT IT ASIDE, AT THE TIME WHEN SHE STARTED DATING ANOTHER 
MAN, TERRY FITZGERALD... AL S BEST FRIEND. TERRY BROUGHT HAPPINESS INTO HER LIFE. THEY MARRIED 
ANOTHER YEAR LATER. AND YET, HER FIRST RING STILL SITS NO MORE THAN ARM'S-LENGTH A WAY- - 
FOREVER KEEPING AL 'S MEMOR Y ALIVE. 


SHE IS UNAWARE THAT THE THING CALLED * SPAWN * -* THE CREATURE WHO FILLS HER WITH FEAR AND 
ANXIETY- IS HER FORMER LOVE, RETURNED FROM THE DEAD. 





IT'S BEEN OVER THREE HOURS since he closed his eyes, yet the sleep he so desperately 

WANTS CONTINUES TO EVADE MM. SINCE MS " MIRACULOUS " CURE FROM CANCER, REST HASN'T COME 
EASY. THE DREAMS. . . OR ARE THEY NIGHTMARES?. . . CREEP INTO MS SUBCONSCIOUS, FLASHING RANDOM, 
SENSELESS IMAGES. FRUSTRATED BY THEIR AMBIGUITY, TERRY LIES THEREIN THE DARK, TRYING TO PIECE 
THIS PUZZLE TOGETHER. 

THE ONLY PHYSICAL CLUE TO MS RECOVER Y — THE BIZARRE, OVERL OOKED DETAIL - LIES NOW IN A CRIB, 
NEXT TO MS DAUGHTER-' THE SHOELACE RIPPED FROM THE VISAGE OF THE HELLSPAWN DURING THE 
MOMENT OF THAT CREATURE'S UNWILLING, LIFESAVING GESTURE. 

TO CURE TERRY. OUT OF LOVE FOR WANDA. 



HE'D BEEN WARNED, THE HELLSPAWN HAD, AGAINST USING SUCH A SUDDEN BURST OF ENERGY. 
GIVEN THE UNSTABLE STATE OF SPAWN'S SYMBIOTIC COSTUME, THE NEXT ABRUPT DRAIN WOULD TRIGGER 
THE EJECTION OF THE WARRIOR FROM THIS EARTH AND INTO AN EXPEDITION THROUGHHELL. 

GREEN NECROPLASMfC ENERGY EXPENDED IN THE CAUSE OF GOOD HAS ONCE AGAIN ADDED TO SPAWN'S 
MISERY. THE ONLY HOPE REMAINING FOR THE FORMER AL SIMMONS IS AN ETHEREAL CONNECTION TOMS 
FRIEND. THOUGH NEITHER IS AWARE OF IT ON ANY LEVEL, THE GREYING A T TERR Y'S TEMPLES IS PROOF THE 
TWO HAD BEEN IN CONTACT. . . 

. . . THAT, AND THE SCRAMBLED IMAGES TRYING TO SPEAK TO TERRY AT NIGHT. 









He's 

READ 

THE 

SIGNALS 

RIGHT. 


' ITS OKAY, 
YOU'RE 
HAVING A 
BAD DREAM 
THAT'S 


WANT 

7° o 

TALK? 


WHAT'S WORSE. 
HE’S NOT 
READY TO 
SHARE HIS 
SUSPICIONS . 



W&m 

frllB 

>4 

. V C 

m ^ 

„ — 

Ilf ^ 

M: 



/ y J 

— 















w SOMETHING ^ 
ISN'T RIGHT, THIS 
IS THE SECOND TIME 
SINCE I'VE BEEN ( 
HOME FROM THE ' 
HOSPITAL THAT ^ 
IT'S HAPPENED- j 


WHY? 


w IS IT SOME SORT IMBALANCE 
CAUSED BY THE CANCER? THAT'S 
THE TROUBLE WITH 'MIRACULOUS' 
RECOVERIES" NO ONE KNOWS 
„ WHAT YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO GO 
L THROUGH AFTERWARDS. 


BUT I 
SWEAR I 
CAN FEEL 
HIM— HIS 
EMPTINESS. 


Before he’ sable 

70 DRIVE HIMSELF 
COMPLETELY INSANE, 
A SERIOUS DOSE OF 
REAL ITY THRUSTS IT- 
SELF UPON HIM. 


r C'MON.GIRL. 

EASY NOW ! 
YOUR BREATH 
ISN'T EXACTLY 
. PERFUME, 


usnr 

1ENUAU 




ifb THE FAMILY 
^PET^ONj^^^SED ^ 










A ROAR OF PRAISE 

thunders through 

THE SEA OF PEOPL E. 
EACH NOW BE U EVES 
THEIR PRAYERS HAVE 
BEEN ANSWERED. 


THEfR SAVIOR fS RETURNED , 

JUST AS FORE TOL D IN SCRIPTURE 


The fight 

CONTINUES 


J£.ACH of US, UPON ENTERING BELL 
BECOME PART OF ONE BODY. WE 
ARE THE UNBELIEVERS* FAITH HAS 
FLED OUR HEARTS. DESPERATE TO 
FTLL THAT VOID, WE EMBRACED 

jealousy, LUST Am treachery 
OUR ENVY HAS COLORED OUR SKIN, 
MARKING US IMOWAS THE TRUE 
OUTCASTS. STILL, HOPE HAS NOT 
ABANDONED US. THERE SHALL 
COME A DAY WHEN WE WILL 

believe AGAIN — and he shall 

BE OUR LIGHT* 

'Dripping blood gained in 

BATTLE , WE WILL SEE IT IN HIS 
EYES ■ ' FEEL IT IN HlS HEART. HE 
MAS MASTERED ENVY. 


ENTERING HELL r S FIFTH 
LEVEL LIKE SOME DARK 
AVENGING ANGEL SHROUDED 
(N BLOOD BECOMES H/S 
THIRD TEST. IN THE FIRST 
TWO HE WAS AN ENEMY 


NOT HERE. 
NOT NOW. 


in® fjm. - . , 


1] / vi 


tty L J 

,// \J 

f ft -r. m 

W' U D ,F APj 



f Jr 


■I* R 

• & * 


















THE SCRIPTURES 
AL SO SAID THAT 
THE RETURNING 
KING WOULD 
RULE THROUGH 
FORCE : 'AN EVE 
FOR AN EVE' 
WOUL D BECOME 
LAW. 


FORA TRILLION 
YEARS, A TRICKLE OF 
NEW BELIEVERS HAS 
GROWN TO A MUL Tl- 
TUDE,., SO TOO 

HAS GROWN THEIR i 

IMAGE OF THE 
SAVIOR. 


SPAWN'S ARRIVAL 
IS GREETED BY A 
KALEIDOSCOPIC 
RANGE OF 
EMOTIONS. 


QUITE PREDICTABLY, 
THEY FIND AN 
ANSWER FOR 
THE QUESTIONER. 


F W SOME 

f BELIEVE. 
OTHERS DO 
NOT. THE FIRST 
TO EXPRESS 
DOUBT IS QUICKLY 
‘CONFRONTED . ' THOSE 
WISHING TO ESCAPE 
HEWS REACH MUST 
HAVE FAITH. NONE 
WIC L BE ALLOWED TO 
CAST ASPERSIONS 

ON THE/R CHANCE 
AT HEAVEN. 






THE BLACK LORD CON- 
TROLLED HIS CHILDREN 
EFFORTLESSLY BY HAVING 

FORA 

DEITY THAT HE KNEW 
WOUL D NEVER COME. 


WHAT ISN'T 
PREDICTABLE 
IS SPAWN 
BEING THERE 
tN THE FIRST 
PLACE. , 


INDIVIDUAL '$ PUNISH 
men 7 WAS TO PRAY AN 

£ Ji R JWY FOR SALVATION. 
A FAITH IN THE PROMISES 
OF SCRIPTURE WAS A l L 
THEY HAD LEFT. 


r 

THE HELL 


THOSE WANTING 
TO WORSHIP HIM 
AND THOSE 
READY TO FLAY 
HIM STUMBLE 
OVER EACH OTHER 
TRYING TO REACH 
SPAWN FIRST. 


THE CLOAKED 
HERO CARES 
FOR NEITHER. 


THE PROPHECIES w 
OF SCRIPTURE t| 
WERE NEVER 
SUPPOSED 70 COME 
TO PASS. THEY WERE 
LIES- FABRICATIONS 
OF THE DEVIL WHO 
RUL ES UNSEEN OVER 
THE FIFTH LEVEL. 









-.<! NOW seals 

SC HIS FATE. 




i / >/ he \ K 

y the X controls Vt 

CHOSEN THE lj 
ONE. A ENVY. / - 


Wtf GOD BRINGS 
WITH HIM 
VALIDATION OF 
THEIR HOPES OF 
ENTRY TO HEAVEN. 
FAITH IS THE KEY 
TO HEAVEN'S GATE. 


YET, A 
PARASITE 
LIVES IN 
EVERY 
COLONY. 




eSTAND> 
§ UPS f 

/do not BE SOS 
QUICK TO submit! 

REMEMBER THAT 
ANOTHER HAS 
COME FORTH 
RECENTLY. BOTH 

. cannot be . 

ANOINTED'/ 


EXALTATIONS 
FOLLOW AS 
ALL PRESENT 
DROP TO 
THEIR KNEES. 


IT'S 
IN HIS 
EYES, 
TOO / 
LOOK/ 




■>- Q 1 f y. Aj 

i | 

Jr ■ n 

t u. _ t l 










r WE'VE WAITED \ 
AN INFINITY FOR 
THIS DAY-- HOPING, 
PRAYING FOR OUR 
SALVATION. BUT NOW 
WE'VE GOTTEN TWO 

signals in less j 

V THAN A DAY. A 


CAtf'T. 


HOW DO 
WE KNOW 
YOU CAN 
SAVE US? 


Modesty, 
another s/gn 

OF THE MESSIAH 



f WHAT X 
DO YOU 
MEAN, YOU 
v CAN'T? J 

A THEN^ 
/ WHY ARE 
V YOU HERE 
A NOW? 


AFTER A MOMENT'S 

hesitation, spawn 

GIVES THE SHORT 
VERSION. 


I J-OVEP 
MY Wife. 


'40 THfY 

Kii-Lft? 
l ME. 



AS IT SPREADS FAR 
AND WIDE THROUGH 
THE CROWD, IT 

BECOMES THE 

GOSPEL . 


JT BEGINS - 

THOSE CLOSEST TO 
THE CONVERSATION 
REPEAT WHAT THEY'VE 
JUST HEARD. 



\ \ 

' S 

BY THE TIME IT'S 

I 

HALF-WAY THROUGH 

. 

i . ‘ 

THE CROWD, IT'S 

'X 

TAKEN ON A LIFE 


OF ITS OWN 

A 

IY Am 1 Aa, ’ 












srr 


AN EYE FOR AN 
EYE. ITS ALL THEY 
UNDERSTAND. 
BUT NOW ITS TIME 
TO PROVE TO THEM- 
SEL YES TH/S IS THE 
ACTUAL SECOND 
COMING. 





THE MESSIAH MUST 
PASS A FINAL TEST. 
nr 










i FOR RECENTLY, 
ANOTHER HAS 
APPEARED 
BEFORE THEM. 







LIKE TFIEIRSi 
HIS SKIN HAS 
A GREENISH 
PIGMENT. AND, 
HE BEARS 
ANOTHER 
FEATURE 
FORETOLD IN 
SCRIPT URE- 










ONLY THE PROPHETS 
EXHIBITED THIS TRAIT. 


1 1 




















r\ ^ i i 

%r i 










50, SACRIFICIAL 
GIFTS ARE THROWN 
IN HIS PATH. 


THE RANKS HAVE 
BEEN THUS DIVIDED: 
THOSE WHO 
BEL I EVE IN THE NEW 
GOD, AND THOSE 
WHO WISH TO 
FOLLOW THE 

PROPHET. 


Y. i 


A BATTLE 

WILL 

EXPOSE THE 
IMPOSTER- 













SPAWN STARES INTENTLY FOR A 
MOMENT TRYING TO PLACE HI S NEW 
FOE, WITHOUT SUCCESS. , 


' LET'S 
GET THIS 
OVER 
v WITH. 


ANOTHER 

OBSTACLE. 


HE TELLS HIMSELF IT'S 
JUST ANOTHER STRANGER 
TRYING TO BLUR HIS rrz— 
EXISTENCE. 




HELL HAS BECOME 
NO DIFFERENT 
FROM EARTH. 


AL WAYS ON 
THE ATTACH, 
OR TAKING 
THINGS. 


NEVER 

GIVING 

BACK. 











WHAT'S WORSE /S THAT 
SPAWN CHOSE TO RETURN 
TO THE PfTS OF HELL. HE 
SACRIFICED HIMSELF TO . 
KEEP A WIFE WHO FEARS J 
HIM HAPPY. * /ft 


AFTER 

ALL, HOW CAN A 
DEAD, CURSED SOUL 
IN HELL MAKE HIS 
_ SITUATION ANY 
T WORSE? 


HIS VICIOUS, 
RAGING ATTACK 
KNOWS NO 
BOUNDS- 

INNOCENTS 
ARE CAUGHT 
IN THE FRAY. _ 


HE DOESN'T 
RELENT UNTIL 
HIS GOAL 
IS MET: 


ON EARTH, HIS USE 
OF H/S POWERS HAD 
TO BE DISCREET. IN 
HIS CURRENT STATE 
OF DAMNATION, HOW- 
EVER, A BERSERKER'S 
BEL IGERANCE IS CON- 
SIDERED A VIRTUE. 


ABSOLUTE 
VICTORY OVER 
HIS GREEN FOE 





- h 



HfS 

OPPONENT 
DRAWS 
A DEEP 
BREATH. 


BLASPHEMER 


THE NEXT 
SOUND TO 
LEAVE HIS MOUTH 
IS LOST IN THE DIN 
OF A THOUSAND 
FOOTFALLS : 


RAGE BOLLS 
OVER. THEY'LL 
NOT ENDURE 
SUCH DIS- 
RESPECT 
TOWARD THELR 
DAMNATION. 


FALSE 

PROPHET 


THEIR ETERNAL 
WAIT HAS 
EARNED THEM 
AT LEAST THAT 
COMPENSATION. 


m EVEN IF 
1 THE 7RE$- 
6 PASSER 
\ DOES BEAR 
C 'THE MARX 


SPAWN SWEARS 
HE HEARS SOME- 
THING THAT JUST 
CAN T BE : rr - ■= 


AND AS THE HULKING 
FIGURE IS MARCHED 
AWAY LIKE SOME 
HUNTER'S PRIZE KILL, 
HIS REACTION IS EVEN 
MORE STARTLING. 







WITH ONE 
EXCEPTION, 


40 WHAT 
HAPPgW 
TO Hl(H? 


WHEN THE 
DARKNESS 
COMES, HE IL 
. DIE. 


r WHEN HE ” 

Appeared, he 

GAVE US HOPE 
HIS DEFEAT 
SHOWS HOW 
WE WERE 
BETRAYED, 
k MY LORD, j 




SO HE IS BEING 
PREPARED - - 
BEFOULED WITH 
GRIME, FED HtS 
LAST MEAL. 
THEN SHOWERED 
IN URINE. 


HIS CROSS IS 
BEING READIED. 
THE STONING 
WILL TAKE BUT 
A FEUV MINUTES. 


CRIMES AGAINST 
THE FAITH WILL 
NO T BE PERM t TIED 
ESPECIALLY THOSE 
COMMITTED BY 
HtS KfND. 












WHAT NOW? 
COME HERE 
TO DO A 
LITTLE 
GLOATING ? 


TVs ^of£. 

ff i DON'T \\ 
(f HAVg TO. \\| 
II YOU ALREADY Ik 
\\ KNOW WHAT/Jj 
'Nj Ci\ N DO yjfi 

CURIOUS ABOUT 
SOMETH IN6- OUT OF 

all tour people. 

WHY WERE YOU 
SELECTED TO 
V TAKE me on?> 


^ THOSE ^ 
A AREN'T “MY" 1 
\\ PEOPL E . 

1 LOOK... YOU 
/ J WANT TO 
'/ FIGURE THIS 
' OUT, GREAT. TO 
ME, THIS IS ALL 
SOME SCREWY 
DREAM OR 

l hallucina- A 

TION. ^ 


/ BESIDES, ^S. 
IT REALLY 
PISSED THEM OFF 
WHEN I SAID 
THEIR MESSIAH 
WOULDN'T APPEAR 
FOR ANOTHER 
FORTY THOUSAND 
V YEARS. A 


AND ^ 
THAT 
JUSTIFIED 

KILLING 

You? 


4^ LIKE I SAID, ’S 
THIS IS JUST 
SOM E NIGHTMARE 
THEY WANTED A 
FIGHT, I GAVE IT TO 
THEM. ONE OF US 
^ HAD TO FAIL, j 


BUT IF IT'LL MAKE YOU FEEL " 

ANY BETTER, I'LL SPILL MY GUTS. W I 
SEE, I'M FROM CHfCAGO, SOME f 1 
BIG CITY IN AMERICA, MY JOB IS ^ 

TRYING TO CLEAN IT UP, WHICH \ 

MEANS I DEAL WITH PSYCHOS EVERY 
DAY. THE LAST ONE WAS SOME BROAD 
WHO CALLS HERSELF THE FIEND- * 
DON'T ASK ME WHY, BUT FOR SOME 
REASON SHE'S GOT THIS HARD-ON 
TO WIPE ME OUT. SO WE MET, AND 
SHE BLEW OFF MY ARMS. 

AND THAT'S THE LAST I 
RECALL OF REAL/TY. 


MY GUESS IS, SHE SHOT 
ME FULL OF DRUGS AND 
I'M TRIPPING OUT 
RIGHT NOW- 


- BECAUSE NEXT THING I 
KNOW I APPEAR IN HELL, 
BUCK NAKED, WITH BOTH 
ARMS BACK. AND EVERY- 
ONE I MEET THINKS I'M 
SOME GODDAMN PROPHET. 
MY FIN MEANS SOME- 
THING SPIRITUAL 
TO THEM. 


WHEN YOU SHOWED UP, 
I WAS REDUCED TO 
SECOND BANANA, WHO 
WANTS A PROPHET 
WHEN A GOD COMES 

CALLING? _ 





SO WHO CARES 
IF I WASN'T TOUGH 
ENOUGH. THAT'S THEIR 
^ PROBLEM. ^ 


||®g* ^tWHAT 

P^t h at 1 

r RIGHT. WHICHEVER ^ 
OF US LOST THAT 
BATTLE WAS TO BE 
EXECUTED. DON'T YOU 
SEE? IT’S A WITCH- 
HUNT. THEY NEED TO , 
. KILL ME TO A 
^^JUST/FY YOlAA% '• 


And logic 

BE DAMNED. 

ao Your 
CRIME 16 
NOT BEIN6 
6TR0N(SER?f 


WHAT- 
EVER. THIS IS 
WAY BEYOND 

ME. 



THE PEOPLE 
AWAIT YOUR 
JUDGMENT 


VY k\ 


MASTER. 
IT IS TIME 


r ERE£ HiM a 

NOW. YOU MUST 
LEARN TO TURN 

TH E OTHER 

y cheek. _> 


SPAWN TRIES 
TO MAKE 
SENSE OF THIS. 
HE CAN’T. 
INSTEAD. HE 
CHARGES 
AHEAD. USING 
WHAT HE CAN 


THE CROWD 
FLIES INTO 
A FRENZY, 


THEIR 

BUND 

FAITH. 


joi ! 


CTHlS MAN 
HAS PONE 
NOTHlNS 
WroN<5- TO 

persecute 

HIM WoULO 

use wpoN(5 v 


IF THEY 
WANT A 
MESSIAH, 
SO BE /T. 







L IKE A STAMPEDE OF 
CATTLE, THE MOB CRUSHES 
SPAWN UNDER I TS SHEER 
WEIGHT. » 


RAVENOUS 
FOR BLOOD 


NEVER WOUL D 
THE HOLY LEADER 
SUCH A DEMEAN 
ING ORDER AS, 

" FORGIVE . " 


L EGEND HAS 
SPOKEN OF TH/S 
ENEMY ALSO. HOW 
THE FALSE GOD 
BEARS A SYMBOL 
OF HIS y/L ENESS. 


A CALL TO - TURN 
THE OTHER CHEEK' 
COMES ONLY FROM 
THEGREATEST 
SINNER. 


THE CARVING 
WAS CRUDE . 


SPAWN 
DIDN'T 
HAVE ONE. 
THAT 
DIDN'T 
MATTER. 
HE DID 
NOW. 
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— REDEDtC/WNG 
US TO OUR COMrNG 

. salvation* ^ 


W YOU \ 
f BOTH \ 
SHALL PFE, 
forever 
MARKED AS 

TRAITORS. 
DE5PITE YOU 
WE SHALL 
OVERCOME, j 


THE SELF 

IMPOSED 

LEADER 

turns 

TO H/S 

MASSES. 




LET HE 
WHO IS 


SIN CAST 
THE FIRST 
* STONE! 


SADLY FOR THEM , 
THEIR WEAPONS 
WILL NOT STRIKE 
THEIR INTENDED 
TARGETS. 


THE CRUCIFIED S 
PAIR VANISH 
IN A BLINK. £ 


■ .1 



■•.r»£r 



THEIR VENGEANCE NOW DENIED, THE 
OCCUPANTS OP HELL’S FIFTH LEVEL CAN 
ONLY RETURN 70 THEIR BELOVED ALTAR, 
ms, AFTER ALL, THE EXACT SPOT WHERE 
THE TRUE GOD WILL RETURN. SO IT IS 
WRITTEN. SO IT SHALL BE. 


\\ 




BUT NONE WILL BE ABLE TO PREDICT THEIR 
ACTUAL FUTURE : THAT OF ABJECT 
DAMNATION. IN THEIR FAITH HAS NOW 
BEEN PLANTED A SEED OF DOUBT, AND 
IN THA 7 ENVIRONMENT THESE ACRES OF 
GREEN SOULS WILL DECLINE INTO ROT. 


EACH BELIEVES THEIRS IS THE 
TRUE PATH TO CLEANSING. 
ANY DISAGREEMENTS WILL 
AT FIRST BE PEACEFUL- 
PHILOSOPHICAL — THEN 
ESCALATE WITH CHILLING 
EASE INTO 8ATTL E l INFS 
DRAWN BETWEEN ENEMIES. 












T 


ANARCHY WILL BE 
THE RULE, SET IN 
MOTION FOR THE 
NEXT MIL L ION YEARS 
BY A PUPPET USED 
IN AN UNHOLY WAR. 


THE ARRIVAL OF THIS 
SPAWN, NOW BRANDED, 
HAS SET FOREVER IN 
MOTION THESE CATA- 
CLYSMIC EVENTS. HIS 
LORD, THE EVIL 
MALEBOLG/A, HAS 
FINALLY FOUND A WAY 
TO EVEN A PERSONAL 
SCORE WITH THE RULER 
OF LEVEL FIVE. 








FOR, THOUGH HELL DOES SEEK 
70 CONQUER THE POWERS OF 
GOOD, ns LORDS ALSO SEEK 
TO EVISCERATE EACH OTHER. 


NEXT: 


SPAWN w- M/UEBOLGfA 




